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training of the popular mind given by
their nuble system of free schovls, Such

viewa vebuke the ignorance of many per- | .

sons in this country, who speak of Ame-
vican industrial prosperity as if it yested
on protection, pesuliasities of political jn-
atitations and vther cautes, altogether se-
pondary and suberdinate to the training of
an intelligent, practital and thoughtful
peeple. . . .

The main difficulties are in the adjuste
ment of details; and to ubviate tlese, the
fullowing plan, proposed last winter tu
the commitice on Education, as the Jowest
ameunt that oduld prodace useful results,
is now publiehed fur the information of the
publio, and with the view of inducing the
feiends of popular education to make
up their minds as to the mode and extent
in which assessment could be introduced
into the noxt Educational Law; and to
express their views and those of ‘the peo-
ple generally to the Legislature in its next
seasion by returns, as numerously signed
as possible,

Principles onwhich assessment for the sup”
port of Schools should be levied in th®
Province of Nova Scotia, as submitted
dy the Superintendent to the Commitlee
on Educativn, for the consideration of
the Legislature and the country.

1. That, in order 1o secare the blessing®
of a good common school education to al!
the children of this Province, and especi-
ally to the childten of the poor, it is ne-
oessary thit the public schools should be
made free to all persons between the ages
of four and fifteen years.

2, That Assessment for the support of
achools should be made compulsury to the'
extent ‘of at lcast one Pound for each
pound of the Provincial Grant, or of about
five shillings for each persun between the
ages of four and fificen. It seems, how-
ever,;10 admit of doubt whether the as-

* ‘sessment should be made in Counties or

in ‘separate districts,.  The former of

these methodd would be the more equita-

blé, but the latter might at present he more
acceptable in some paris of ke Province.

The {ollowing vutliue of & plan is propo-

sed.

Assessment of each County it. an antount
equal to that of its provinoial grant for

“the support of Common and Graxmar
Schools.

The wholeameunt of the Provineial grant
fo be drawn from the Treasuty and dis-
tributed by the Commissioners at the
close of the winter hal® year, on their

* cenifying that an’ equal sum had: beea
" ‘assessed and was'in process of collection.

‘The sum'assessed. and-collesied from 1he
County or Comimissioners’ District, to
be "disuibuted by the Commissioners

* at the close of the sumxer lialt year.

Both svms to be distributed: among ‘the

" achouls ‘taught according to.lawy,’ in

"proportiog to the' number of pupils ac-
* 1udil¥ in'attendance, for 2 period of net
“Jess than fuar months in each half year,
"‘tegaid baing aleo *had o theelass or
““4fadé uf each achioul, and to thaasount

" of‘sdditienal salaty -voluatarily costri-

~“buted by’theé people. ’

The additional amount required- for the sa-~
Jarjes of teackers, to be eontributed vo-
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uxﬁ'a%ily“fa the sepdrateachool districts;
withee by assussment agreed to at meet.
-ings held for that purpose, or by sub.
agription,<=the Trusices to call. such
“meetings, 3nd to act ab-assossirs and’
-colleétors, and to receive a comminaion
on all suma cullecied by them, either
from persous asyessed or from aubscri-
bers, ' .

3, It seems desirable -that - inquiries

| should be condacted into tho-bew moude. - of

assessment, and if any altbration can be
oade in the present systew, so a8 o raisa
the requisite funds in 1 more €asy and
equitable manner. It veems' wisd Jesivs-
ble that, in the ocollectivn of that part of
the fund raised in the separate districts; a
method shuuld be adupted for recelving'
payment in farm produce, &c., acoording
to the practice in Upper Canada, and that
the Teacher’s receipt Le accepted by the
collecwor 1n proof thercof.,

4. Ministers of religion, publis and
private teachers, and widows having pro-
perty below a certain ampunt, should Le
exempted fram this compulsory assessment,

It will be ubserved that the above plan
is proposed as the minimum amount of as-
sessment that would be of service, and
would juslify the establishment of free
schools.  Vairious madifications of it have
‘been proposed at the public meetings of
the present year, to meet the circumstan-
ces of particular sections of the Province..
These cannot be discussed here, but wil}
as farwas pussible be attended to in prepar-
ing a proposal fur the coming session.

Should it prove impracticable to carry
even the limited assessment above propus
scd, the Superintendent is prepased to re-
commend that district asseesmeat siould
be encouraged, by requiring the cominis-
sivners to give an extra share of the pub-
lic grant to districis which may assess,
theruselves, and to withhold in proportion’
fiom those which do not assess, unless
they can truly plead the exouse of pover-
ty. That this. would be perfectly just,
can be easily shown. At prescot the
average attendance fur the whole Provipee’
is about twenty-fuur children per school,
while the average number. of children per
district is fifty-three. But in the. New
Fingland States where sssessment prevails,
the attendance is about seveniy-five per
cent, of the whole children, and often
more; and in Upper Canada assersment
is said 10 have raise. :he attendance!in
some cases &fiy per cent., and in others |
as much as thres hundred per cent. Take
for illustration the loweat increase, and
auppose that a district, by assessing itself,
and keeping a free achool,bribgs in swelve
additional popils from amopg the mere
seglecied children of the- district, thus
nising the averags atiendance o thirty-
six; does it not thereby eatitle itaelf t0 a
much Jarger share of provincial aid than
a neighborjog.dimrict in which, though
az equal sum te -raised for the teacher;.

8 aelfish system of suppost narrows the

benefit to twenty-four . pupile only, ' In
addition (o thie, the teacher in the distriet

in which assessrnent prevails, will by.the

inflox of-additional pupils have hia Jabour |

much increased.. It is zue that .cur law

at-present would sanction-the commission

ers in increming the allowance in auch J
}

eircumstinces; b’m‘-thin‘tl not-slways dones
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and it is uot generally understond, Die-
triot asaessment would sherefore be much

' pramoted by the introduction of an express

ehaetiment to this efloct; and the Legista-
2ure should be prepared te give this boun-
12 on free_schouls, or rather | this_jyst re-
tnurieration for the additional ‘work thxs
they perfurm, if sssessinent eannot’be jn-
trodvoed-en-a-mere-geners! basis. - .
Thé sbove illustration of the eflect. of
avvessndent,  shbws. Low .-abisurd sre :the.
‘appreboasidns. enwenained by 1somq that!
Msdselniont :insy b gmiadea pretext *fos
withholding the Provincial aid, whea' ia

 truth & dchool - apported by asscssment

has a fac strodger, claim 'én the ' publie
funds than opne aupported va the inipropes
and selfish methyd of subscription “pes
schular. It alsu shows they 1ha warking
of assessment is eminently in favor of the
children of the poor and ignorant, al?d- not
by auy means, as some would insinuate, a
method ‘of relicving parents who c3n oa-
sily furnish education for their children.
Ttalso shows how unjustis the imputation
cast upon teachers, that iu advocating as-
sessinent they sevk only their own benefitg
whezeas if assessmieat gives them aures
or better pay, it also gives them increased
work.  Yet any good “teacher wquid
rather be the master of a goud and res-
pectable school, than of a small and comr
patatively iyefficient one, = =

Iy is.gvadent, howerer, that an assess
ment levied over whole eounties, ix og all
accounts o be preferred to one limited to

districts.  This is-proved not only by @Ris~

general considerativns as its more equita
ble bearing on all, its advantages jn rels
tion 10 pour districts, and jts more geperal
and coustant application, but.a)so by;tbe
experience of all countries in which acheols
are supported by assessment: - A: gemeral
ansesament,for cuunties or commissiohers
districts, on fair and, equitable piidc}iln.
should be tho first i’ of the fricndy of
education, ' e
. A wide diflusion of sound views.on this
important subject, aud a.powsiful pres-
sure on the Legislature at it nexs ves-
sion, are urgently requiired; and -com
wissioners, teachers, trustees and parents
should copsider, shat a specia) weight of
vesponsibility in reforence. 1o thoes.greas
interests of the risisg generation, that arg

-invalved ip the institutien of free pohools,

rests on- them.

If the proper exertions be used, there
scems.reason to hopp that this greatend
may bo at least partially atinined; batif
there be inaction at 3be-presens juveture
on the part of the frisnds of popalar sde-
caljon, we may be “assuted that the actix
vily of the selfish and the prejudices of
the ignorant, acting o 'the timidity & the
Tepresentatives of the mors winalightened
contituencies, will take-away svery-hope
of sucoces. ’ .

Jmarirures 0 Connericvt.~Four-
teen Tnstitutes, attended by twelve Hund-
red teachers in all, were held in this siate

in the yesr ending May 1851; -



