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system are the abode of life wonld inevitably be des-
troyed. If a comet came out of that part of the constel-
lation Taurus, arriving in such atime as to fall upon
the sun in May or June, the light of the sun would act
as a veil, and we should be instantl destroyed without
knowing anything about it. If it fell in November or
December we should see it for weeks, and astronomers
would be able to tell us when it would fall upon the
sun. The disturbance upon the sun would be tempo-
rary, but there would ge no students of science left to
record the effects. The chances are largely against such
an accident. Our sun is one among millions, any one
of which would become visible to the eye under such
an accident, yet during the last 2,000 years less than
twenty such catastrophes have been recorded. Mr.
Proctor, more over, re-assures us in another way. He
says in effect that all but one of these conflagrations
have appeared in the zone of the Milky Way, and that
one in a region connecled with the Milky Way by a
well marked stream of stars ; that the process of
development is still going on in that region, but that
if there be amoni the comets travelling in regular
attendance upon the sun one whose orbit intersects
the sun’s globe it must have struck before the era of
man, and that in our solar system we may fairly
believe that all comets of the destructive sort have been
eliminated, and that for many ages still to come the
sun will continue to discharge his duties as fire, light,
and life of the solar system.
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