
&,&.whiéh invariabît accompany the distribution of moeys in Court, pro-
dlaim to creditors that when they enter tliere, they must icave il hope bchind
t-hem; while, on fine Cther hand, the judidious management aud nursing of the
estate by the carefui and experienced persous ger.eraily seiecet? as trustees, seldomn
fail to sieatisfaction ( if thiat be a possible feeling with bas than twenty
shillings) to tbe creditors4, and spares te the debtor the, sad contemplation of
assets cntirely fràttei-ed away. But the majority of the Judges of the Court of
QueI's Beach arc of -opinion, and have distiîîctly ana uuequivocally decidcd,
that inasmucli u the law of France, as it prevailcd at the tune, of tLe engion of
fhis coiuntrY,. did 'Dot sanction Voluntary assigniments, sucli as -we are fl<w

dsusgand as the iaeeislatuxe of the Province has not yet thouglit fit to
introduce. thei, -thieir adoption and gencral. use by the mercant-ile communit.y
will not. suffice, to _,ive t hem legal vitality and force; aud sonie of thic arned
JTudgcs have cxprcssedl strong dcubta- as te tuie degree of preference to ho given
to that mode of liquidation over one that iakes place undor the immediate eye of'
sjudiciRd tribuinal.

The law, then, does net. place it in Uno power o? the debtor, whom thie viÏcissi-
tudes of trade have broken clown, to r.:-lieve hixnself and start afresh, on giving up
ail that. ho has. Rec must, therefore, struggle on, oppressed witlî the intolerable
burtben of old debta, and eugage in the hiopelesa task o? ',lisy-plrns, or ho m-tst hlave
recoux-M, te some of those modes of foiling creditors, which are now se constantly
broaght under the notice cf the Courts, auîd te, which the prhttrader, partiDg
with his fair faine, shrinkingly and relur.tautly resert, and only, as it were, in
defeace o? life and 11imb. We ailude ini partieular, te the seýparatiôP de biens and
fictitious-partnership, scheine, -whieh flic ]ardy creditor who7 is net te ho im-
posed upen and whe is willing te spend some money and ne littile tixne ini Court,
inay expose and defeat, 'but -whieh, as the said steut-hearted codiftr la the
exception te the ruIe, generally prove a sufficicntly strong ahioeld akzainst old
scores. Whcn men, striving te do riget are driven te, mûo shifta as these, tixe
demand for legal referai, upon this braucli cf the law, 'becomes imaperative.

But, vhile charity and cmmen justice caU for some mefisure cf relief on behal
of the simply unfortunate in trade, the existing state o? thec law justifies the
appeald of crediters for soe comprehensive and nt the same tinit str igent
rcrnedy againat the dishonest debtor. The Bankrupt Acta cf 1839 and 1843,
aud subsequent stat.-ites uciln force, set forth divers pains and penaffities te ho
infiictedl uapn peisns guilt-y of certain fraudulent practiccs thberein znentioned, but
theugli, frauda cf ei kInds abonna axna the particular frauda referrmd to are of
very frequent occurrence, the lawr bas hitherte proved te ho a dead letter. Tinles
dishonesty ln trade be met by measures sluip amic summary, knavery wiil con-
tinue to fleurish, confident in the efflcacy cf the great ernollient, Tirne, 'wleu
silfilmy preseatea to au indignant ci-eaitoir. And every day'a experionce shows
bhow gmet are thec failities extendod, by tho imperfect provisions o? the existing
]aws, te the unscrupillous and waxy trader who bas madle up bis mind te Ilstop,"
ana draw bis aubaistence, for such time as may suit bis con-venience, frein con-
assed stores or cash, arc- alieno, laid up in due seawon for the well-isiatuxo-d
occasion.


