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AS~ AP0OALYPI'TI ORISIS IN~ PAPAL fflSTOEY. [AU~ r'Ust

It je to be counted cne of the most starthing coîncidences of ail history
that precisely snob culmaination and catastrophe did occur £rom 1800-70.
Let us, ho'wever, first go baclx a littie in the history. In 1846, twenty
years before the 1260 ýyears expireil, an evont occurred that wvas mnost
significant. On June 16th Cardinal Forretti succeeded Gregory XVI.,
under title of Pins IX. The history of that pontificate is so reinark.
able that it bas been considered worthy of a secial record. lIt Was a
period of revolution. Less than two years after Pius IX assiimcô
the tiara, Count Rossi vas xnurdered and the Pope was fleeing to Cacta
(November 24th, 1848), and a republic was establishod at Rome undej
Josephi Mazzini. The Frenech undertook an expedition to Romne to restore
the exlled Pope, aud after their repulse, under Garibaldi, at length con.
pelled thie City to surronder, July Sd, 1849, and, under protection cl, Lova
Napoleon, Pins IX. roturned to the Vatican, April, 1850. Hie c~ame batk
an absolutist of the worst stainp, prepared for the rnost aggrossivc meas.
ures and the xnost arrogant assurnptions. Hie coolly dividod P)rojEcstant
]3ritain jute Roman Catholie dioceses, gave new 111e te, the Jesuit oraer,
granted indulgences to earthly saints, and canonized saints ini heaven.
The rnost astouuding of &Hl his acte vas the summoning of the Vatcanj
Council on Deceruber 1Oth, 1854, that proclaimed the dogma of the "- 1i
maculate, conception." The Virgin Mary's dlaim te worshîp was thus rein-
forced by affirxning that she vas flot born in sin, needed ne mcdiatory ana
couid thereforc be safely associated with, Divine honore. This bas bt-cs
justly called the 'lmeet violent strain of papal prerogative te ho found ia
the annals of the papacy." For the first time, and with uinbouinded arre.
gance, a Pope addedon his own responsibility an article of faitb whiech no
eue could rejeet withont forfeiture, of salvation ; for Pins IX. cal)ed
together bis bishops not to decree this dogina, but to proinulczte it! 0!
course the implication was that the Pope himself was infallible.

Thon folloeod during those memorable years the Austrian invasion ef
1859, mwth Louiç; Napoleon's victory at Magenta and Solferino. Victer
Emmauel cornes to the front, aud Count Cavour, and ini 1801 the Italias
Parliament proclainied Victor Emmuanuel King of froc, and united Ital.
lIn 1866 he became responsible for the intcgrity of the Pope's dominion.
and the French forces withdrew. Again for a timo the Frcnch troopî
occupied Rome, and under sheltor of their presence Pins IX. callcd anot ber
Vatican Council on Docember 8th, 1869. A, thousaud ecclcsiastics ia
august procession aud gorgeons apparel moved up the navo of St. Petr'.s
witb a disgraceful disregard of order aud decorum, that would have dishoe-
ored a political canons ; by Jesuitical intrigue aud violent mecasures, OD
July 18th, 1870, the Roman pontiff was dcclared possessed of infalibiiy,
and thins the summiit of papal arrogance and blasphcnny was rcachcd, fer
there was one who sat in the temple of God ehowing hiruseif that heià
God. At the time when this result was reachod, a thunderstorm 'vas ri-
ing ovor the Vatican as though Heaven itself were remonstrating ag&ini


