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Heov was Molhaninmedaiiisni intro-
duccd iute China? What; las been
its history? WVliat is its present
status?

In tlîis attempt te answcr these
inquiries, information has been de-
rived frein the foliowing sources: (a)
Mainly from a work printed in Paris
iu 1878, and wrîtten by P. Darby De
Thiersant,Consul General and Charge
d'Affaires fri France to China.
He tolls us that his bock is theresuit
cf investigations running through
fif teen v'ears, ani that lie got rnuch
information frein 31ohammredan
priests. Doubtiess hoe was able aise
te getmnuch delinite kinewledge frein
Roman Catholic priests, who are
scatteredlso %vidcly throughi the couru -
try. (b) From wvriters on the subject
in the oighteen volumes cf the
"'Chinese Repository." (c) Promn
Willianms' "M3iddle Kin.-deni." (d)
From wvriters ini the Chbinese Re-
coi-dei-, and the China Reviezv.

It is generafly conceded timat little
information, as te their origin, can
be obtained from the Chineso Me-
hammedans cf the present day.
*What is kunown in regard te it, seenis
te have been obtaincd fromn:- (1> In-
scriptions 'on tablets found at the
mosques in or near Canton City. (2)
Accounits cf India and China by twc
Mohiammiedan travelors, wvritten,
ene A.». 850, aud ene A.D. 877, in
Arabie, and translatcd into French
by lime Abbé~ Eusebius Renaudot. (3)
The Ciinese annals cf ICwaîtungiii
(Canton province). (4) A Ciiîiese
work" tUi tiYuen Lvi," thatus "Oni-
g-in cf 3fohatiiînedanismi," I i Il
being- the naine given te Moliammo-e
dans iii China. (5) A Cluinese beok
found iii the province of Yunnan
and translated by Rev. Geoire W.

Ciarfi< in 1880. (G) A proclamation

1)ublisllCd iii Peknîgi in 1866, by a
Moianimedai mandarin, and trans-
Iated by Professer Vassilief, a Rs
sian lcarned in Arabie.

The evidence isall in favor of be-
lieving that CantLoin City is the place
whvlere Mohiamin edan isin wvas first
esfablishied in China. Thei accotint
given iii the "lAnnais cf Kwantung",1
seems pretty -weli. corroborated, viz.:
"lAt the commencement cf the dy-
nasty of Tan-g (618 to 908) tilere
camne to Canton a considerabie nuiii-
ber of stran.gcrs, natives of tIîc killg-
domis of Annain, of Cainbodia, of ile-
dina, and of several other couintries.
They worslîiped heavenl and fiad ne
statue, or idol, or image, iin timeir
temples. Tiie kingdIoo flilediia is
near te that of India, anîd is wvhcre
the relig-ion of thcsestrangers, whli
is very dufreront frein fiat of Bud-
dhia, orig-inated. They do not cat
perk, ner drinkl wvine, and regard as
impure the flesh of every animal net
siain by theinselves. Hfaving asked
and obtained fî'om the emperor au.
authorizaticîx te reside at Canton,
they built mnagnîficent lieuses cf au
architecture dilterent frein that cf
the country. They wcre very richl
and subject te a. chief cliosen by
themselves. By reasen cf thieir good
fortune, they becamne se numieron.s
and influential timat they were able
te maltreat the Chiinese people wvitil
irnpunity. This was carried te sucu
a piteix tlhat a mandarin highi iii
raulk was iinpelled te issue a precla-
inatieiu i the nmne of the eniperor,
ivarniin- these foreigncrs that if they
coiitiliue( te conduct themsclvcs se
badiy they would bo piînished se-
verely."

The tablets at Canton, the Peking
proclamation and the two Chinese
bookrs alrealv iiientioned ail -ive, in


