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in lieu of it Dr. Strachan—recently created
D.D. by his old Aima Mater,—was offered
the vacant Parish of York. Times have
greatly charged since then. In 1811 the
Rectory of Toronto was little of a prize.
The removal from Cornwall involved the
abandonment of its flourishing Grammar
School ; and though he did at length accept

of his men. At this critical stage Dr. Stra-
chan was put forward as mediator, and by
mingled threats and remonstrances, suc-
ceeded in rescuing the little town from sack
and flames, after the exasperated foe had
alr ‘ady begun to fire the public builuings.
Dr. Strachan was now one of the most
! influential men in the colony. Already one

the offer, with the addition of the Chaplain- ' of his pupils was Attorney General; cthers
sh.p of the Forces and its salary of £1s0, | Weve among its civil and military leaders ;
we have the authority of his friend and ! and many more were to succeed to the high-
biographer for saying that he conceived @ est offices in tie province. There is now
biagelf wronged. He never after cultivated ' preserved in Trinity College a massive silver
the cordial relations that had previously ' epergne, bequeathed by him to the favourite
existed between him and his diocesan ;' institution of his later years. On its pedes-
and he even bethought himself of cutting the = tal are ungra~ed the names of forty-two of
colony altogethor, and returning to Scet . his pupils, by whom it was preseated to him
land. lin 1833. These include three chief justices,
The future capital of Ontario was at this | a bishop, a chancellor, a spuaker of the
time little more than a village, with a few ~ House of Assembly, puisne :nd county
hundred inhabitants. The Indians’ wig- | judges, members of parliam:nt, deans,
wams still lingered at the mouth of the Don, | rectors, bankers and docters.  No wonder
and the wild fowl abourdecd in the neigh- | that he should stamp his character on the
bouring bay. The old Fife hire village of | young country in which he played his part
Kettle seamn-d as likely to rise to the rank | at so critical a stage. It had been as wax
of a capital rity, with cathedral, collegiate | to be impressed and mulded to his will.
and parlizmentary buildirgs, churches,” The early population of Western Canada
court-houses and crowded marts. It was ; differed equally from the adventurers of Vir-
the good fortune of Dr. Strachan to assume | ginia and the pilgrim-fathers of New Eng-
the parochial ch--;e of Toronto while 1\hus f land. The loyalists who had flocked inand
in its infancy; c~d, more than any other " taken possession of the wilderness, which
single man, he directed the steps through ' they were then clearing and settling with
which it advanced with the growth of the ' indomitable industry, had in .uany cases
province. He was scarcely there a year ' sacrificed everything to their fidelity to their
whep its quiet was disturbed by the din of ! sovereign and the empire. Some of them
war.  America had taken advantage of Eng- " were men of birth and cult.re; ail of them
land’s struggle with Napoleon to avengere..’ | were enthusiastically loyal. They had fled
or fancied wrongs ; and Canada must needs ; from revolution ; but not till they had borne
bear the brunt  The victories of Queenston ' their share in the contest, both by word and
Heights and Lundy’s 1.ane are the reccrds | sword, onbehalf of thecivilandreligiousrights
of her gallant share in the strife. But To- ' that weve periled.  Society was reduced toa
ronto has . different tale to tell. (seneral ' primitive and patriarchal condition ; and the
Dearborn’s fleet anchered off the lown, | management of its affairs as naturally de-
landed a force of 2,500 men ; and the little ' volved on the recognized chiefs of the littie
British garrison, compelled to retire before ' community, as did the rule of the old Hep-
overwhelming odds, blew up the magazine, | tarchy on itc Suxon eoldermen. The U. E.
killing thereby General Pike, and a nvmber ~ Loyalist was an undisguised Tory of the old



