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Potterraw, Edinburgh isnd for niany years he wns
known ta hîs own people, and to otliers whom hîs t-e-
tiring modesty did not prevent from discovt-ring bis
wonth, chit-fly as an able and faithiful minister of
Christ. Wall do we recalleet our fit-st opportunity ai
bearing him preach in lais ou n pulpit, thirty-tIîrec yearb
aga. Accident and curiasity, rather than any thing
eise, ipd us ta bis place ai wars'iip. Hc discoursed
an a theme interesting- :o young inquirers-the pti--
ciples and the spirit which aught ta guide iii the search
of religiaus truth. White we retain the particulars
ai the discourse, bath in aur text-book and mn nieiory,
the calin and simple dignity of bis appearance, and
the sterling sense and scripturality ai bis illustrations,
are stili present ta aur view with ail the ireshness of
a ft-st impression.

It was about ibis period that tr.se ecclesinstical dif-
ferences which badl rsged in the Assaciste body fer
years beiere, ended in an aprn separatien of parties.
Vie ai the Establishment %vere lolhing with philoso.
phic indifrerence an tlioee suppased antiquoîed squab.
b' es ai sccîsrianismn. We did net perceive then, as
we do raw, chat in these very squabibles %vere invol-ed
tht essential, elements af the Church Establishment
controvrer-cy. Dr. M'Crie stoofi forth at the head ai a
artail but determined band, as the able advocate ai
the Christian rnagistrare's duty and right, flot only ta
tolerate and pratect, but ta support, encourage, an.d
msintain tht church ai God. The wark which lie
then published on the point at issue, is sîjîl a standard
in the contraversy. To its principles lie steadily ad-
hered, with no prospect, assuredly, of worldly ads-an-
toge by doiîîg se ; and tur events anly tended ta
aîrengthen bis attachrient ta thosetherou.ghiy niatured
opinions, wlîich, white they were- praductive oi ne se-
cular b.sscfit te him, were in bis view ssaciated with
the progress cf truth, and the universel establishment
of th-. Redeemer's Ilngdom axnong men.

It is as te Biographer of Knox and Melville, that
D)r. M'Crie ha* been best knawn ar.d esaemed.
Twentysmxz years ago, the formner of ehese works ws
Civen to the -world, and us appezarce forrned a new
era in public.- sentiment. IlKnox and bis Scowush
Refbrinstion" hied been spolien af with contempe, and
aven their best friends were siraid te commit themn
salves in their fav-cur. The Il Life of Knox" cifected
a change in public opinion. Tht character ai thetre-
former wzs fonS to be oucis more amiable and esti-
inable thon we lied supposed. Even the praud admit-
enoa aaliterature nerely seular, found ce their-a.
uîuetment that tht Reformétion in Scotland involved
ii j intereats more valuable than the nitre Ilbates
of.churchmen ,"white the high.minded Episcpalians
cf Bagiand wee taughettsu some botînds te heir
heaitar coahzmaiy or tht Refor-mer or tht Nrth.

The i~ cà f Melvifle," if, from ias auibject and
te. chancteofth"ostarsggies which it records, lest
Poptilar th"n shaof Knox, as not ess intetscint Ad

valushit to the lovera oi hiterature and cf the Chu-ch.
Frein the ers ai tht death ai Knox, ta the commence-
mfent ai the at-venteentît century, it enîbraced a pet-ted
ai drep interest ta the church, and tht viewvs which it
-xiiibitcd ai the noble contesta ai aur fathers agaînst
prelatical aacendancy and arbitrary pewer, could flot
rail ta interest and ediiy excry true lover of aur
Vin.

It is perhaps ta be regretted that Dr. MCrie diii not
st-e meet tel prosecute his Itistorical, researches iet the
latte events ai tht Chut-ch, and ta have given us, in
tht shatpe ai a Lite ai Hlenderson, tht third or
Scotland's sacreS champions, a just view ai a much-
conttsted, but in aur vie cv, signally glerieus periad ai
aur histery. Tht"I Assembly ai Divines at West.
minister," cao, tht illustrieus authers ofiaur Confessio.-
and Catechiaris, wetmld havc camte forth from the trial
ai bis independent anS siiting aearch, in their truts
chat-actersa ud in theirjust dimnensions. Nevertlieles,
wt bac-e te bless God for those valuable services which
ha rendered ta the saine cause, inm bis Il bemairs of
Veitch and Brysson," and in bis triumphann Vîndi.
catien ci tht Cas-enanters of Scatlond. '%Ve have
alsa ta record, with gratitude, bis services ta tht cause
of cu- cammon Christianity, in choset cruly original
works on Spain and Italy, in which the rise, the pro.
gress, and tht fait pi the Reforniatien in chose coun-
tries, wtt-e fat- the fit-st time bt-aught beicre the eye of
theEnglish reader.

Dr. M'Crie was flot a nerely literary mnan-bis
spirit was large and philanthrepie. Ht teck a dtep
and active interest in thGse great questions which
have ai lote years engaged tht public mind. The
pt-ogres of civil anS religiatis liberty; tht itatt oi
Christianity on tht Continent ; the persecution ofithe
Protestants in France; the cause ai slave emancipa.
tien; tht mmprevenient ci Ireland; tht Reformation
ai the Chut-ch ai &atiland, particularly in the aboli.
cian of tht system oi Patranage-did severally en-
gage bis attention, anS ciii forth bls anergies anS elo-
quence.

Dr. M'Cr.e was noeta public musa cnly-le wa4
fitful as a pasor ; ha wss truly amiable as a pri.
vate friend ; ha was admirably consistent in ail the
relations ciprivate anS social lite.

'Il Like Eiijah cf aid, be bas been tranalated ftom
aur view ; anS bis friands, bis family, bis ongrega-
tien, and the universal Chut-ch, meut-n their laom But
the great Shepherd reigns; and with IlHims is the
resîdue of the spirit." May bis Spirit descend te
sancaify thetcrial; anS xnsy the vord oi the Lord
have fret course and bm glieied.


