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LETTER FROM W. F. CLARRKE.

EDITOIL I>JAOTIIAL I3EEKFIEitR

Sui,-You have' donc lac the lionor of
askingnme to write un article for yourini-
tial nuneber. When The Huney Producer
was started 1 rccivc(l a sineilar invitation
frein its editor, wheo is now the Editor of the
(Janadian Bec Journal. 1 declined, assign-
ing as niy resens that. it wvas undesirable to
inultiply bee journals, aîîd that wve sIloild
ail do our best te sustain the one Canadian
Bee Journal aiready iii existence. My de-
elining gave offence, and caused a grudge
net forgotten or fergivee, I tlîink, te tlîis
day. The party whoin I offended by dle-
clining, ici the former case, can hardly cli-
ject te iny taking che course now which lie
considered I ouglit te have pursued then.
It wvas ccnicludedl that I declined on per-
ceonal grounds, ivhichi did à, an injustice,
for 1 acted sincerely, trying te carry eut
the golden rule cf doing as 1 -%ould lie done
by. My weil-intended lie cf action in the
for-mer cise was misjudged, s0 I will trimi
my sail on the other tack this tinie. If the
worst coinus te the wcrst, I can only lie mnis-

* judged a :second tinie. Even being mis-
judged is notlîing wlîen yen are used te it.

Yolur invitation to wrTite an article for the
Practical .Bee-Keeper is peculiarly worded,
and 1 propose te inake that rny present
theme. I arn asked te 'write "lon any cf
the open questions cf the day on Bee.keep-
ing." focs this inîply that there are some

* questions on bee-keeping that arc flot
epen cnes! I hope niot. But the fact that
some of the lcading bec jeurnals of the
North Anierican Continent refuse te per-
mit discussion coi certain subjects, ariong
them, the vital question, &"What is honeyle'
makes it vcry desirable that w.e should have
a clear understanding at the outset cf this
point. I ani an eld editor, hiaving been at
the business ferty ycars. I think I arn the
patriarchi cf apicultural editors My princi-
pie lias licou te permit vand contcnd fer the
fullest liberty cf speech, within the bounds
cf courtesy. 0f course an Editor must use
his best discretien, and net ailow any dis-
cussion te becorne over-done. He mnust try
:te preserve the syninietry cf his journal, and
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give>a11l topics their due relative proiini-
ence. But te take the grround tlh*t any
topic of interest te liee-keepcrs mnust net
be discussed at ail, is ditgraceful in this
niueteenth century. Long ago the celebra-
ted .Junius wrote, "lThe liberty te argue
freely I prize above ail other lilierties." Thle
Ainerican Bec .Journal, ('leanings, and even
the Bee-kceeper's ReNriew (" teli il, net in
CGxathi"!) entered inte a compact of silence,
cowvardly silence, on certain tepics. How
long is this deenon cf dunibness te have pos-
session of these distinguislied journals ?
"14I'd rather bic a kitten and cry 'inew,l '
tissu a dumul dog cf an Editor, wearing a
iniiz2le put on une by my suliscribers. With
this spectacle cf craven subservience before
us, the mytlh is upheld that Editors meuld
public opinion ! That's whiat thiey sliould
do, but as a unatter of fact niany Editors are
but slavish. moutlipiece-s cf public opinion,
daring enly te say and dIo -%vhat they think
will lic popular -with their subseribers.

"Is it new tIse burning question, iii this age
cf vitnnt-ed liglit ;

As to every inoeted subject, 'Is it true and
is it rigit'e"

R ather de net in and wornecî iii our
inuch-enlightencd day:

Az.k on every naootcd questioni, "ILS IT'
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I have reason te write strongly and. feel-
ingly on tlîis matter, for at a meeting cf the
Oxford Bee-Keeper's Association, lield at
Woodstock, June 1, 1893, I was mnade the
--ictirn cf a virulent persenal attack, net by
an iiidividual but by tIse ivhele Association,
whiclî passed a resolution te tlîe effeet, that
îny writiîigs "«are dcing great injury te the
industry cf bee.kscping," and calling upon
the prepricters cf journais te " discontinue
publishing anything freont the pen of the
said W. F. Clarke, upon the, subjects cf
becs and heney !"'

Mr- Editor, 1 send yen this as an itemi for
your first number, the publication cf which
wvill give you niuch netericty axnong the
bee-keepers cf this continent. In view cf
8his voecanic eruptien cf w-ratlî fri Ox-
ford, perhaps you had botter re-consider


