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TI-E PASSION

iMany thousantis of p ersonis have gi tu
to Olueraullni ergau L itimîg thle lasr suiinuier
to wîtness the P>assmon Play. They ex-
pected to find a survivad oif the devott
and reverent performance %with wliich thle
]3avariani peasants long celebî'ated thecir
deliverance frtnn a deadly pestilence.
Tlie play lias beeîî advertised as a special
attractiton iii every city in Europe, and
lbas been coîivcrted into; a vulgar inoney-
nuak11ing' sht)w. Yet it lias bec» cxploited
hy tule press, and even by somne sections of
the religiouis press, as a pions perftrmîance.

Kc'vertlieless tliere lias been a grood deal
if adverse criticisin. TeGrslei tl

of Leiîsic, says ''Tlîe play lias degeuier-
ated into a tlieatrical exhibition, wlîicli
tends to nuake the inost sacred tlîings in
listtiry the ineans for uîervous excite-
muent anid for the gratification of a ltîw
type tif desire for l)lensuiie. The pau'twi-
îmnts, îîttably lie îw'ho plays the rôle of
Christ, are muade thîe t)ljcct of lîystcu'ical
adulation after the ninier iii m hidi the
lierous of the stage are adored by their

wtisliplurs.The tinteu bas ctonte 'mlien
tlîis kinid of an exhibitioni of sacred tluigt,ýr
slitul(l cease."

It bias l>een couudeinnud as unierceuuary
and the villagers a- very' extortiîmate.
lThe satnbrings iii foîr tuheas ctîn-
iunity over 81,600,000O. Wlîile the vil-
lagers are lescril>ed as pits, -simpille-
îmmiîded petople, y-et mu are tîîld tîmat their

itlyllic regioîu thme jealti.sies of the otîtside
woî'ld ]lave founid tlieir w ay. Rotsa Lang,
thîe persoii wlîo enacted thîe iumther of

ouir Lordi iii the play
telli year's ago, w'as
sluier.sVçdcd by a
yotînger and fairer
îîerforîîîer of only
îiniieteen yT<5rs of acge.
1 t brokze the disçar(Ied
llayer's hart, and shie
took refuge ini a con-

-vent nlear \riennla.
i-Ici fathier, Burgo-
niatster Laiig, w'lîo had
thrice deliîîeated the
character of Cahiphias,
ivas cruslhed by dis-
appointîuieît and sor-
row, and three %veelzs
after the opening of
the play, was carried
ti> liis grave with great
lamientation, ni(t un1-
niicgled w'ith deep

felnsof reunorse and self -up)braiding" on
the part. of the villagers.

The stage unngtetwas alînost ab-
soltitely perfect, even to stage thutnder at
the Crucifixioni, unider the direction of
professioiials front Viennai.. '' Every an-
gruishied detail of the tragcedy, froua the
fallingr of Jesuis unider the weighlt of the
cro>ss to tlic takziug down of hlis body, is
show'n iii the grcatest perfection of stage
realism. To the observer iii the audience
nothinig but the nails support the body
on the cross."

A writer iii Zim'st Ie rald says "Wlici
you lucar constant discussions as to the
iuncrits of Christus as an actor, or sonie
oile remnarkzs, as 1 hieard a wouuan, ' Judas
is a rankz actor ; ' wheni you sec the crowiî
of thorns pressed on the hiead of Christus
iuy min whosc evcry motion indicates
their fear lest lie bie hurt; ; wlien the le 'gs
of the inalefactors are broken with a
stuIlied club, and the gashi iii the side of
Christus is miade by soute itieluanical de-
vice oni the point tif theu spear, you ivili
î>erlîaps blirimuk as I did froîmi it aIl, and
lmopt. that tisi year unlay N% itniesb the filiai
presentation.

"I askeud iîany peopîle w bat thiey
tîmu»tlIit of the repeentation,' anud alunlost
w% ithouut exception tlu reply w as the Voice
of uny ow-n feelings. Tlîey hiad bec» iiii-
pressed, bult not nuoved ;asttînislicd at
ttu marvellus presentation of suel «t
finishied draina by villatge folkis-I licard

a ell-kiw crs a that there w asn't
a coumpany of actors in exi.stence whio
could do it as well-but îîut touclied:
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