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1)e covere1 here an(l there withi patelhes
of electricity, and we niake of it a systeni
conîpared with whichi the universe of
piatiets andl stars is simiphcity. To un-
(lerstan(l it is far bcyond our powxer'. And
what do< -,'e know as to the nature of
what w-e cali eiectricity, that subtie force,
o r mnoveinent, or substance, wvhich at-
taches itsclf to tîtoiecuies and atollis and
gives thieni thieir peculiai' po4wer

And what, is the ether whlîih binds al
things together and is the mnediumn which
carnies ail forces ? We eau find for it no>
atoîns, and yet it fils ail space witliout
lixoiit, like the ubi<1uity of (Xod, and
t hro ughi it, andl it only, any tw por~ tion>1s
of inatter separated near or far fr 411 each
other are broughit into intual action,
whether througlî the forces (of gravitation,
elettricity, magn(rietisitn, lighit or lieat. It
alone carnies the vibratory motion of eachi
atoin or mnoiecuic, to be continued into
infinite space. No mnatter whiether the
force be as feelile as rubbed amilber, or as
înlighty as the rush of energy froin the
suni, whether w~e piut iiit> a cui inclh of
titis ether the thousands of horse-power
o>f heat issuing froiîî the sun's surface,
or millions ((f electric volts, it carrnes
tliein easily witli no signis of breaking
dlown. \Vhat is this simple, inc(iîpre-
liel)sil)ly simpiile, ether, and what are its
waves, and lhow do4 atouts catch hohi (if
ether atol start its vibrations ? Maxwecll
andl Hertz tell ns, that the tuovenient, of
tuatter alone will flot start ethereal waves
its mnolecules miust first be electrified
but wlhat is tlîis clectro-inagnetisin, and
how agrain d»es it grasp) the ether

Science-aiid the wor(l itieans know-
le(igc only lengthiens a little, by eachi
>iscovery, the radius (4f whiat we know,
and enlarges the visible circuniference of
our ignorance. W~e know sonmetlîing of
properties, of relations, l)ut very littie
of thinigs. We know a little of mnove-
iients, of qualities, lbut nothing of mat-
ter. We know (4f love and hate, and
joy and fear, and right and wrong, but
what (do we know of souls ?Yet wve know
enough of inexorable Nature, and of dan-
ger' and duty, to governi fairly our lives;
and what we dIo îlot know nmust be the
object (of constant search. This search is
the highest purpose of science, of wbat-
ever sort ;yet whiere in the world, asks
l>rofessor Rowland, is the institute (if î'e-
searchi which bas ait inconie of a hundred
muillions a year, an anounit readily grantc(i
as, the price per year of an arrny or a navy
(icsigned to kili ((ther peop1le ?-Tie 144-
dl(Peod(eiid.

THIE XVHITE PLAGUiE.

Dr. E. J1. Jlarrick, of Toronto, issues an
impor41tant andl tiitiely p)amplhlet o)n the
best lmans of (lealingr wîth tl)e c>on-
stuluptive por. lie urges strongly the
establishînent anidnmaintenance of rutrai
sanatotia and the e> -oI)elation >>f Do-
biniou01 and Local Legisiatuires aud muni-
cipalities for' providing the uteans tiiere-
for, lie shows that between the ages (4f
tifteeît and sixty, an age wlieîî thein lives
are of nuost value to the nation aîd to the
homlte, no less than thirty-seven ont of
cveny Imnudred (lie of a disease titat is
141evcl)talle and curalble. lie denion-
strates, that frot a financial po(int of view-
it w~oulil be extremnely c n44înical, apart
fî'om ail philanthî'opdc (or religions con-
si(lUratioins, t4 inail)tain such sanatoria,
and thus lessen the diîstrcss andi î)(veî'ty
wilîih c(ists suchi lai-oge exi)en(itltIe every
yean. lie shows that Canada is emin-
enitlv% a(lalte(l for snch sanat ria, that ive
are far beinid other couintries in theii'
ado ption, that an increased intcrest is
bemng shown mn tlis subject, and that, a
lange com>iiitittee >>f the miedical mnen, î'e-
pnescnting nîany parts <>f the Dominio n,
lias been appointed for the p4romontioni of
this impor>1tant inovetiient.

The liottest furnaces in the world are
the electrical furnaces at _Niagar'a Falls,
-w1ere dlay is transforitned it> aluninii;
where limte and carbon are conibinied to
fori- calcium carbide, the chief agent i
p)I'(ducing acetylene gas; where car)> ruiî-
iluiti- gent ci'ystals as liard as a diaînond
and as beautiful as a ruby-is mnade
wliere gr-aphite hitherto îtîînied froni the
earth, 15 1)1> duced as easily as soap) and
where, it is pre(licte(i, pure dianionds w-ill
yet be '' pr>>duced in quantities and
shi141e( in peck boxes." In the furnaces
a hieat of mnore than 6,500 degree F. has
been prodnced ail th-> ugl tlie power of
the iniglîtyr cataract.

We find that the credit giveni t4) La.
Scieocc 111445tréc( in the Decenîber nuniber
of this magazine for the cli(us article
andi illustr'ationt ()- Fly's Eyes and What
They Sec, " should have been given t> TIèc
Literary' J)Icist. W'c have no hesitation,
in saying thlat with its broad outlook on
the world of science andl invention, of
letters and art, o>f the great inoveiients of
the mworld, the Di(lest gives the best con-
(iense(i reviem- that we kuow. We are
oftel) in(icbte(l to its columnns aind are glad
to acknowle Ige <>ur indcbtedniess.


