(”66)

altar of the heart of the great Awthor and Prese%'
ver of life to grant you fulncss ofidays to ditec: the
faithful in the way of salvation, and to guard the
spiritual interests of the Catholic and Christian
Church in this Provinee and its ecclesiastical de-
pendencies. .

In conclusion, we wish your lordship every bles-
sing which heaven can bestow in time and for eter-
nity.

Mienarr McLavchLin

Marruew CoNWELL,

Jony McALEER,

Parrick McGigr,

James Warsn,

TreRENCE SHEHAN,
Tuosmas FoLey,
Tunomas Buexiry,
James Brawnigan,
RusseLr, RicHARDS.

. & 'TIIE ASSUMPTION,

Op tlns Jayo“s occasion the Church celebrates the
muost sublime of the feasts of the Mother of God—
the consumnation of her glories—her triumphant as-
sumption into heaven! After a long life of the
most’ exalted virtues—the most’ severe trials—the
most unswervm" constancy, and twelve yeaxs after
the: ascenswp of her Son, it pleased God to call her
from this. vale of tears to receive the roward of her
fidelity'and love., 'The Holy Fathers, speaking on
this subject' afe enraptured. They represent the
Sén of God, accompanied by myriads of glorious
sprits, . comme. to receive his Mother, and bear her
off in, the arms. of filial and grateful love to the
throne of: glory,. which he had prepared for her in
his Father s kingdom.

’Who can describe the joy—the avidity with which
Jesus. hastens to.reward the affection of his- 1ovmg
Mother.! .. Of her, who, for.nine months had borne
him enshrined in the-tabernaclé of her virgin womb
—who had btought hint forth in a stable atBethl¢hem
—presented him to the adoration of the humble
Shepherds and the wise men,—and in the overflow
of her:maternal heart, smiled with tears of revere n-
tial joy on the adorable treasure withixvhichshe had
beent ‘entristed ~-who had*‘watched over ‘hisinfancy
—-carreSsed his chlldhood—-chenshed hig youth ;—

who: had ﬁed vmhlnmto Egygt—-sought him in the"

Temple—-—aqcompa.med,}nm .o, the \veddmg feast,
where, at her zequest, he per{onned his first miracle,
even thuugh his hour had not yet come ;—who fol-

lowed hifit to calvry—-5tobd, i compiny with the
te |
virgin dxscxplo, at the foot of the Cross, and experi-

enced, in the intensity of her grief,, ail the pangs
wjucix agonized the hear; of her dymg Son '—who
hadever payticipated iji his feelings+—rejoiced in his

Joys-—gneved in lus soxrows——gloucd in his tri-
umphs!—TVYes, it is shg, ‘his beloved mother, Mary,
whom he hastens fo receive, and whose ardent love
and trangeendent merit fl‘e‘is about fc reward, by ex-
alting her to a dignity higher than was ever yet at-
tained by any created being !

Hear him, then, address her in the langnage of the
Spouse :—¢ Arise, make haste, my love, my dove,
my beautiful one ! and comc for the win-
"ter is now past.” Cant. ii. 10. Come, for thy win-
ter of tribulation hath ended, and ¢ thou shalt be
crowned!” Cant.iv. 8. Come enter upon the spring
of eternal, unfading beautitude !

% Who is this that cuineth up from- the desert,
flowing with delights, leaning on her Béloved 1™
Cant. viii. 5. Who is this that cometh radiant with

glory, borne on the clouds of majesty, leaning on
the bosom of Heaven’s King ?

She is the i Daughterox Sion,Ye—ci’ The glory.of
Jerusalem, the joy of Jsrael, the :hqnour of the peo-
ple.” Jud. xv. 10. She is the Queen of Angels and
of men—the jpride of earth—the glory of Heaven!
The Beloved of the Most Holy T'rinity—the Daugh-
ter of the Eternal Father——the Mother of". the .ado-
rable Son—the Spouse of the Holy Ghost ! «Lift
up your gates,” therefore, * Q ye Prinees, be ye lift-
ed up O ve eternal gates, and the King of Glory shall
enter in,”’ {P§: «xxiii. 7i) bearing:the Queen’ his Mo-
ther in!tritmph to lier majésti'c throne! °
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