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Yours of the 23rd January ~vsreceived

]M~t mail. It i% sncb a Change for us to-gct
our miiils so frequezîtiy. Woro wve depend-
ing up<.n the oid Day sprinig, as forîner!y, %ve
ivosîld i ot boe expecting for two or three
ivecks yet. As it is wo have hall four mails
nlready this year ani a fiftb duo îîext wvcek.

imte Be.ime to pies more quickiy titan forin-
oriy. WVe like the steamer atrratigemezîts
very %vcll. WVe propose takiîîg a voyage te
Anieityutn to Synud inpcting iii the begin.
vingoetJutie. Thanks for nttenidiing to mat-
teri, of whici 1 wrote. As for specials stent 1
vill ackuowleclge mnost of them to thse dossors
direct.

The nows itemis sent nis wve rend with înuch
'picasure. Pirogrefis all aiong the Uine is
cbeeriîîg ssows. Not no is the report of Dr.
L'yali's death after ail hlie y'.bVR of labor for
bis chuircis and cotnntry. J Itîwevor hoe is al
xriglt usow. No morc ikorrow ueor eighing. 1ilho
depths of phiiosîophy rnny nowv nil be made
plain to huan. And Jud ge James, good man'is goue. I once a' toelild a Bible-cloe of his
in Popiar Grove Church and received henefit
thot froîn.

I sce that Piiie Hill is becuming too sînail
for the sch'îol oif the prophots. Let them, go
to the Jordatà and eut; down trees to cisiarge,
or build anew%.

Our prospects of one more laborer in the
New Ilebrides this year are goud. Pueor ?slr.
Shank's loes of his yaung wife as they -%vere
nbouit te icave Scotlaîîd,î deprives lis of his
services for a tiîne ut ieast. MNr. A. H. Mc-
Donald. is expected hack to the islaîîds
eagi this month. Se aise are Mir. and MNrs,.
Robertson.e

A 'XATIVE FEAST.
This i-% Saturdlay cvenittg and this arter-

flOOf i-spesît atteuiduitg a fe.îst at the village
trying Lu learin soinsuthiug more of tispir wayq,

tirpleastires anad custoim. ýIbis was a
feast in dedication of a rie% hanse, aiso as
payassent, to Iliosukwlhe lped build iL.

Shali 1 tr3' tn givo yoU.semoe idea of what
ivts dlonce? Vie hanse %vas finidied and oc
esspied nearly a year ago, 'but the felle îvae~
postpossed isuitil the yani wvas abundant.

Due notice .ra gie a day or two ago
that suclb ias to take pisce. Y7esterday the
people Nvere again rensînded of the fact aund
their duty thereto by the binwig tuf a truin.
pet shî±lI. Ibi i wanîg voice bae thein al
go and dig a load of their hest y'am aad bring
thiem hosie, for ail the people must lielp

inakce tise feast. No ene mion has enouvh
ynîn for such itn occasion. Tbis morning
cookzing bligan amii contined tili about titres
o'cloek. By that tinte every man and boy
iii the village nis wveli a4 aîit tîî visitors bad
cachi been preFented m ith a yani ani cocous-
ilut pudding, big enu.'ngh foi' a-dinner for six
mon.

Af ter ail ball been tisucu served tise renin -
iusg yanss were c:srried te tbe publie square.
Also soine fifteen ni', twotity sunail pige were
brougit and a simili dreas mat iromijeach aud
nil present.

Thoen tihe cerea'ony of distribution begasi.
For titis purposo tihe village is divided into
four sections aund eacis section lias a part as-
signemi it, thoen oeey maie of tîsat section
has lus port ion laid out. Over a ton of yem
is i-ying nrraniged for tihe recipients. Ail
tisis beiug cosnpleted tise trumpet.shieil againi
soumis. andi ecc portion is picked up and
carried te the feet ef hum. for wlioin ititended.
Tilu principal men only,receive tise pigs, but
-%Il reccive a mat ea.ch witls tiseir yam. I be-
ing a speetatnir to-day I iseard tise ehief giv-
irug an orcler for a portion for the l'whsite
asle "; se by and bye a pile of yain and a niat
wvere laiid at~ iny feet as my share of the feast.

1\y observations tn.day lead sue te tisink
that sucb a systern of feagting does not in-
piiverisis tise man îi-lo inakes it nsnch if any

*unore tsait those îvho participate init. There
is a g:eisser.t mixiîsg al'd exchnng ng of food,
beut eacli man gets back muci the saine as
wisat lie gave. 1 lisd given suotiig for my
shiae received, but I mhy yet have a remind-
er that sornetising wnssld he vcry acceptable
to tihe manster of tise feast. Tisere cloos flot
appear to lie any evii connected %vith, this
style nf xnakinig a holiday aund it lieips to
cheer and enliven tho life of thoso who de
uset have very inatiy Inxurie.

To.morrosv I shall bring before thisen an-
other feast for the spiritual nsature of mua,
and urge upon tîsern the duty and priviiege
of coming te it. 13y atteniiing the fenet tis
afternooli I got ais invitation to renew the
services at the mainiand village irbere I
iveat for a nuiber of weeks. anul finaliy lest
ail rmy audient:e. Tluey nil ivere absent ou
Sunsduay, isecause somne heathtnimm 'vas te be
perlaornied in a few wvecks. They satv shat
tise gospel and thrir paganissu were net con-
sistent wuth one asîother, se Plhey man asvay
frein thse îvou'eip. Now, howes or, 'that
their cereinonieg, are over for a time I arn
asked ta' reiiew tise services, wlsiei 1 shahl
giadly do.

Ail iq net mnse-colored in our weork. Soine
time ago I may have suentienea thse naine of
a young mona iivinîz with us îvbo %vas dloiniz
s-enarkably îve!l for a heathen lad. 1 Bati"


