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Tluw past year lias been oa of more

titan ordinary Inmportance front il, eom-
nierciai point of view. During thte year
NV(. haRve wltnlesscd a great commenr-
cial aîîd Iîîdustrial revival, thiroauýhout
ive ay say thte eivilitzet- ;orld. li
titis revival ar owîi country *,ais shar-
cd very fully. Previotis to zlue i2,eglii-
niing of 1899, tîtoro liad been going
oit alunost a contintious shirInkage in
values; of leadlng conîmodltlea, exteîid-
ing over a period of years. :Sauty
pcru>iis believeti tliat tiis lower lea
or values ltad become permanent, atnd
tiîat ive were hiot ilkely to zrgain
-tvitties8 any slutrp raturn ta liigher
prices. Thte past yeur, liowever, lias
broiglit a remarkable upward inoya-
mient lit prices, wivîtel liast beea feit
lit practicaîîy evwry lirancit or trade,
anionititg ta witiat llilglit lie teraîcti
a regular 'ba)omi" Ili prices iii ;olne
comîîîodltlcs.

Early lit the year tha upivard iiove-
rient lit prices was thté rost !uatrl«ed
lit meîtais. aîîd saine surprising :id-
'vauices occurrcd, iticli ]lave beeui well
nilstalîîcd since. The tupiard suave-
ment later sprcad ta aLter branches,
andu hubstautial gains in pricce htave
lîcn niate In nearly ail iaadiug (:um-
m1odltice; lances lit sonie unes stili
countinue vory etrong, ii furîlier
gainîs ilkely to lie an de.

Comhbined wvith the advaîîelag î>nIccs
thje past year lias beoen one or great
commercial aiîd rindîsatrial activity.
Factorils ovcrywhiere ]lave liceu busy
andt maîîy have hati more work than
tiîay could haxidie. This bas beau
trac of domestie nîtnufacturing i.-n
ceruls, aniff tihe sanie reports coma
front Great Dritalu, the UnitediStates
anti soXno otîter couiîttnies. One 'dr tha
tentures of the year lias tucet the
dlffieulty lit seeurlng prompt delivery

o! geods. owiuig to thec rsni of work
at thê factorlefs.

Olle owss counîtry, %vo iay, lins lnîd
a, fuîll EIWre or .1hoi trado revival. anîil
for Caîitada Mie ycar lias been aise of
îirkct progîess antI irosperity. Titis

sa purtlcularly truo ef tiie west. TIte
ylcair luis lîo:i oîie, or iiiiiiezts5 fOtivit3',
îîrogrcs.s anîd devehopîsîeît. te g-is.
ernli tij>ward tondonay In jirices li%
of course, Liaca blt liera, w'lilic tlhe
«%velrît. of tr.ido doiua lias undergoun:
iiiiirkefl expaniisioni. Tie svliolosaic
tradet or tho City of Winnîipeg lias ilit
doiiltedly grovin vory nîatoriaiiy.
Saveral îsow lieuses hiave beau estali.
lilieti during tihe yar, wlle the yen-
Iti bLoa a record oîîe lit the eretl.an

e! uiv lîuesne warchisosse buIIllig'i.
A iitber of very f ina business lulaek;
Jive teoit aufid as a reziiilt or rlle
yoar's builinîg olporatiocîts. Otto iteni
show1%iîig the growvtlî of the trada af
tho clty of Wimtilpeg ls founti lu tihe

lîlil. oarancos, %wldis exceed 189'S by
iicarly $18,000,000O. Wliînllîeg ltg ex.
codotiý oîîly by MJoitreai nd Taranto
anîoîig tisa citios of Cassalda in the
itemn af lslk tlcaruigt.

lit eerytiîiiîg tîtat gava ta iliotr
îirogres anti dovelopsueut, tîso re.
cors] of tlie plst year, as regards
Wýesterit Canîadat, Ita becî favorable.
B3uilduig olicratiolis Juive biout car-
rieti oit ot lin extensive avale ail over
te counitry. Iii thei outlyig tawn;;

anid llac.as %veli ati la Winnijîeg,.
a grcat dual of builduig lias lico(J<lue.
The farmers, too, have bei extensive
wiarcîasers of building matorial, ant(]
1.isoy liase bccîî replaciîsg tlialr first
prairie~ homic vltlî iargor n botte-
buiîlduigs.

lit rallway building te yoar liî
mnati a isploîîdid record, as ivili ha
kawîîvi by the spocial article, de.iliîig
itit raiiway eolsstructioîî. giveui iii

tIIs issue. The opeîîing, up of niie
territary by thto conistructioni af rail
vasys. lit of curso aIWa3t b ollkmwoj by

rapîid develoî,înent of thea districts
served. anti ivili bring resilLa in fti-
turci years.f

LaL'or bas beat wivl enîployeti
thurouiglîcut the year, at biler rates
of ivages. During the entire season
thoe ivas a scarcity of labor. Accord.
lng to, the provincial government re.
part. over 10,000> men arriveti f rom
Enszurri Caiiada Ii Atigsist last ta a-
sist lis the. Maniltaba liarvcst. Tiiesa
-iverL, rcadlly absorbeti, withotit ap-
p:treuîtly rclleving the acarclty of habor.
Tlie employmcnit af so muaiuy per:.ons
at goot wagos bas beeît the mnean-, o!
distrlbutt:ig coîîalslersabla mîoney, andi
lias liad ltq Influence iu trade cirales.

Thse year lias also bee. a record
anc- Jlu tho matter or immlgration. A
prelimlîîary ostîmata by the commis-
sloner of Immigration places the nuils-
ber af now settiars wlo have lacnteti
lit Maultabla anti tise TorrItanies tîuir.
Ing the year nt 50,000. 'Vls~ large.

iîccasa Ia populaion wIIl bs feit in
asil expnions of eur export traiffl by
anuother year. Shouid imnsigi-attoi
kcop %il ut a fair rate, tis prairie
touui'Lry %vili ii a fowv Ye:rs liecom, ain
citormous producor îtîd exporter of
agriesîlturai products. lit al prairie
country Illie, Manitoba, tho îo sût.
tMor liecomos a proclucer hit the scoui
ycar ef lis8 residece Lut tse counîtry,
ivlsecas l a Nvoot counîtry It ra:Iîirîes
many yeaire of artluous latbor tbofara tho
settler mil becomo titi extensive pro.
ducar.

Another featuro of the year lias beau
the large lîjerease lit tihe sales oç rai

Inits. icating thiat mîiny iiw £et.
tiorA bave purcliaseti faimu, ini Iddition
tg thso'se xvio, hiave talisn Up f roc gov.
ermmuerit, landt. In theoleder settled IL-.
tricts thte (aimera have beaui lzicad.
lng their LoIdlngs verY exteasivcly, a
lui-go pourtioni of the lanîd saloa-[liûg
ta fui-mars for the puîrpaso of mnonûs.
liîg thair acreCage.

Thte ci-opa for 1899 oit the iviiole
ive turneti out fairly satlsraetas.y.

Tuie yicld or w-lîeat ivas a few btsistsl
pLr acre lcss tlt %vas expecet, lînt
sthli gives a fair rettirit ini quantlty,
anid thse quality ls gooci, ilue bulk of
tihe erop biug No. 1 liard. Otiier
(?raps have givcuî satisfactery re-
titius. Wlieat prices, ivJtiie nt low
cosuparreti wth recesît previosis years,
]lav-c îot licou as favorable to the
producer as couid hiave l:eeîî tesireti.
Ml'hcas. lias hiot sharei li tIse general
advaîsce noticeable ivitlt s0 many
leadlng comioadties. For otiter farin
piaduicts, sudst as butter, chicese, agge,
poultry, live stock, lîldes, etc., prîceas
liave bSno very favorable for the pro-
iuîer. brnusg returns dcidedly
atove tIha average. The tievclopmtist
of tltt, hitrlor uiing districts of
I3rits1t Coluimbla lias grcatly c-nlarg-
cd tIse vosteru market for inisellaio
anîs farta products, ta thte ativazitage
of! the farînerb of Manitaba anaît the
'Territorles.

For one clasa of traders tîte ïesason
lins beau ais unfavorabhe one. We re-
fer to tihe grain trade, lit titis coitfle-
tloii. The mnarket lias beau ngalnst
graiîs exportons alnxost cazstinruousîly
siicc tise L'egitiaiag of the nir crop
year, September :L hast. stippes
liera 'opesset thei eeason liy hiayiîtg
canhparativehy WhsII prices to the
farmers for %viseat, lit counîtry mîar-
kets, andi witls alunost a gradual
sabrinkaïge lut iviseat valles silice the
seasant opencti, thea crap year s0 (ai-
lias not ben a goati onc for thie grain
meni, wtlto at best eanhiot, hlave donc
more, thna hîcît their owîi under the
adverse circistanees Pravailiîig.

iu tise way of palitîcal isiovoruents,
lsavlug a commuercial aspect, the maost
inarkatu fatste of the past year liasbeiu tisa devebopmeîut of a fadling lnfavai- or gavernmantail controi of 'rail-,%as as elhownl by tlie resuit o! theManiitoba provincial elections.


