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i of great interest to Maanitoba, of
tho condition of the stralt in autamn,
“The strait s llable to be visited by
tho fce pack even in September when
tho waters of the strait are at toeir
highest temperature, but it would rot
olstruct navigation for any length of
time. There Is much more danger at-
tending o ship caught in the 1ee 1 tho
fall. “On the whole I conclude that
whife the pack undoubtedly comes into
the west end in Octob r, the protabili.
ties are greatly agalnst the channel
being blocked with it in those months,
T believe the chlel difficulty n the way
of marvigating the strait in October
arises from heavy weather, sud cs-
pecially from snow storms.”

Mr. Iisher points cut thut in the sea-
son ol 1897 *'there was a remarkabla
absence of fce in northern waters and
& decidedly higher temperature in the
strait than ip tho average season.'*

THE CONCLUSIONS STATED.

“It 13 upon fzcts anld conslderationg
such as thuse above set forth and
upon tlic obtervations and op‘nlons of

others abuve recorded, coupled with
my own observations, that I  have
based my con-lusions on the whole

question. I haive no confidence what.
ever in the possibility of navigating
Hudson’s Strait in June. Were it
possibie tuv do so the bold ant enter-
prising whalers from New England
who have carriel on their hunt in
the northern part of the Bay for to
many years would undoubte ily have
discovered the fact. They would n:t
be exposing themselves and their ships
to the risks anl rigours of so many
winters in the arctic swaters nor
would they suhmit to bear the heavy
expensc of maintainingz idle crews and
idle ships there during the elzht
weary moenths that they are i'cd
helplessly in the pack, if
it were possltle to get into the Bay
in the month of June. We have seen
what perils assalled the few yessels
that tried to make tlie passage in
that month.”

“It is not to be questioned, too, that
throughout the moath of July gener-
ally, and during part of August very
frequentiy, a ship is liable to aeet
an impenetrable pack in the Strait.
Indeeld all the facts that I hatve uar-
rated might apparently justify the
coiclusion  that  the navigation of
the Strait in July witliout serious
tuterruption cannot be at all  relied
upon.  And beyond doubt it is true
that up to the latter part ~f that
month a ship is very often subject to
uverils and is constantly subject to e
lays. But before many days of July
have passed, in the average seasou.
the warmn waters and the hieat of the
sunl begin to make themselves felt.”

*In view, then. of the prebable fre-
quency of delays, both in the bay,
and in the strait, at that season. |§
«doubt much that vessels coming
from across ‘the Atlantic will be abls
as a rule L0 tie up at Churchill or
York guch before the 135th of July.
1 do not believe that freightess will
swvinter it these ports. It wonld be
100 great u waste of money to keep
ships” and ships’ crews there doing
nothing durine the long season of ice.
i thierefore put the very carliest timo
that n ship. after loading, canleave
a Hudsons Bay port for Liverpool at
from the 15th to the 20th of July.”

“As to the perioit during which nav-
uzation can be kept open in the fall,
1 counless 1 have a greater difficulty
in dorming an opinion, anl I shall not
venture to give 2 positive one. Tho
passages that hiave been made out-
ward through the strait as Ilate as
the end bf Octover are so few that

THE COMMERCIAL

little information is available as to
the vonditlons at that time. The na-
tural conditions nre such ay to make
the Girait liable to visitations of the
pack much earlier than the end of
Oztober. T inve shown that its pres-
once in the west emd in Szptomber
Is not uncommon.V ’
THI LATEST DATE.

“These conditions, together with the
short days, the difficulty fn Jdistin-
guishing the fund or judging accurate-
Iy the distance when ad is  covered
with snow, makes the navigation of
the stralt during October extremely
difficult ana hazardouws.”  ‘I'he com-
mander ou o review, of the whole it
unpon considers that the 20th ¢ Oc-
toher Is the Iatest period the strait
can be copsiderad navigable with
sately. Commuander Gorcoa thought tizy
risks of navigation after the 15uh of
October are so great that the oues-
tton of jusurance wonld probably set-
tle tho date. The masters of the
Hudson's Bay company ships and of
the New England whalers do not con-
sider it safe to be in the Strait even
at so late a period as the middle of
the month. Beuring in mind that no
part of the route is liable to be bluek-
ad in tho autumn earlier than at and
near the Atlantic eantrance to the
Strait whether that time be about
the end of October or in the early
days of November manifestiy the ship
must leave thie Hudson’s Bay port at
a date considerably earlier, and that
must be a dage which will give a goud
deal more than time to make an uan-
impeded passage to the eastern part
of the channel. In fixing the latest
passible date of sailing the forwarder
and the carrier alike will have it in
his mind that delays by ice are liable
and delays by stormn are certain  to
await the ship, and these must there-
fore be reckoned for. There may be
uot one delay, but a series of  them.
The Fox Channel pack may have got
down as It often does in September
between the islands of Coiutes and
Mausfield, or it may be between
Mansficld and the Last Main. Or the
ship may meet tho pack between Dig-
ges and Nottingham. The govern-
ment obgervers found it there in Sep-
tember. And if the ice should canse
little cdelay between that and  the
ecastern part of the Strait there is
the possibllity of snow storms and
the dark mist that accompanies them,
which are practically sure to make
the passage through the ¢! annel in
October very slow, and after all this
there remaing the risk of being caught
in the Davis Striat pack In the east.
The prudent shipper and the prudent
skipper will think of all these possi-
bilities, as well as tho serious conse-
quences of the ship and cargo Leing
held for the winter. The careful navi-
gator Is not to ve ahways cluassed as
a “timid” one and if careful le will
leave Churchill or York, as the case
may be, sufficiently early to avold
the risks or at least to minimize them
a3 much ag possible. I have a .doubt
whether in view of all these difficnl-
ties and possible dangers ships  will
leave one of thoese Hudson's Bay ports
to cross the Atlautic later than the
15th of Octover.”

AS IT ATFECTS MANITOBA.

Hanring thus expressed my coiclus-
juns on the general question, I pro-
pose now to say a word as t{o the
feasibility ana advantage of the route
speelally from a Manitoba standpomt.
As to the grain of the provincs 1L Is
apparent that even in the normal sea-
son but a small part, and In a year
fike this of 1898 none at all of the
proceeds of any harvest could be

shipped vin  Hudson's Stralt in  the
r¥easen of 1ts growth. Nearly nll of jt
would havo to e stored for the wig-
ter. Grain dealers and forwardors
woull hesitate to stora 1t nt the Bay
where It would have to lle until tihy
lust liall of July and until August ang
September of the Tullowlng yeur, Tiey
weuld hesitate to do 50 because {t
would then be fmpossible to take n-
vantage ot a rise in  the marketws
Once stored at Hudson's By o ship
menc in the late fail, noue Ju the win-
ter and none in the ssimmer until neay
the latter part of the following Juiy
can bo made, aud no holder cau tak
advantage of a rise whether it b.
sudder or gradual, There -
other reasons that I need scarcel:
mention why grain  would 1oy
probably be stored in the north iy
nny conslderable quantities—though |
wight just mention this—that ti
storinz at the Bay weull be attente
with much extra expense. The sto.
‘ing then would be done in the pros
nce.

I have polntel out that a spechu
class of ship> would hr~e to be con
structed for the service. They woui
have to be particularly strony an.,
for the tonnage they would registe,
the cost of construction would Le uy
least as high as that of any clas
of ships. They could not be buijt .
as to carry the heavy loads that are
taken on the transatlantic liners
the existing routes. If they were ca..
culating to traverse Hudson's Strut
only in Augost and September thy
con:dition againgt Inrge sl.ps carryug
great  cargoes would aot Le wg
strictly demanded. In those tw.,
montlis doubtless many of the oruu.
ary ships of commerce could in ay
average season pass through tie
Stralt with safety. But we have to
provide ships that will enter the
Strait from the Atlantic in the ear-
I¥ part of July. Not only then must
they be strongly built and of cum.-
paratively small capacity, but they
must be constructed with roun.te!
huly, avolding the pattern which Cou-
mander Wakeham de:cribes as * w.ul
sided.” 1 am told by expert navig-
tore that ships suitable for ice nav.
gation constructed on that mole' are
not poad ships for the open sea. Thewr
use in the Hudson’s bay service wil
be limited to a period of perhaps fi..
months. For the vemainder — tle
longer part—of the year they wan
not, 1 am assured, compete wit.. ud
vantage for traffic on other waters.
Those ships then would not hie iery
good stock., To Dr. Bell's practical
mind, one of the first thoughts to sue-
gest itsell was that the whole gues
tlon was at an end unless a profit-
able traffic could be done. The ypro-
fit must be made out of earnings from
freicht rates. To make the rout-
possible at all, these rates must be
80 low that traflfic will be drawn
from existing routes. X confess 1 rec
a difficulty in making all theie can
ditions work together 8o ns to viie
at the same time n profitable
traffic and low rates. Expensive slaps
of a special class, with a season of
service in thelr own special line, iim-
ited to about five months: ot mak-
ing more than two complete voyages
in the year, and at a disadvantagd ia
competiig during  the remainder of
the Year for the traffic of other wa-
tors, the scason for doing mood work
atd maklig good profits Leing for the
short 21alf of the year, while the in-
terest on the cost of construction .nd
the expenditure for maintenance 15
payable Tor the whole year round-—
thiese arce condlitions that scem tome




