THEHE COMMERCIAL.

685-

British Columbia Business Review.
Vancouver, March 10, 1898,
Business is reported good in the difforent
lines of rotail trade, There is also notivity
among the wholesalers after an_ anusually
quiot month. Collections aro said to bo fair,
Soveral more wholosale firms. who havo be-
como identified with the prosperity of Vic-
toria havo established subetantin] branch
houses in Vancouver.  Thero aro now
few wholesale firms at tho capital, of any
_ importance, which arenot reprosented in tho
*" torminal oity. In tho past twelve months
N thoe commorcial dovelopment of the province,
particularly of Vancouver has beon remark-
able, It i3 said by thoso who givoe such
matters doop consideration that this branch-
ing out of wholoeale firms, ia the incorpora-
tion of numerivus largely capitalised com-
panies, togother with tho fact that long estab-
S lished industrial concerns are increasing their
capaoity is certeinly warrauted in view of the
incroasing coast trade, tho rapid sottling up
of the country, tho activity in mining and
from the fact that o mining population is
evor pouring into the interinr in s constant
over 1pcreasing stream. The restless spirit
of commaercial enterprizo is ever in advance
of tho times in a new country, but the vory
fact that the noewly organized compunies
must labor to live gives us the assurance
that trade wll bo stimulated, and should the
boom strite us in the next two or three
yoars as prophesied by every mining man in
the country, the province will be prepared for
it.
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British Columbia Bu-lno;- Notes
Currie & Clemes, lumber, Sandon, have
sold out.

John Keefer, tobaccos, ete,, Rossland has
sold out.
A. A, McKinnon, hotel, Awnsworth, 13 out
of business.
" J. G. Hutchison & Co, grocoers, Vancover,
have sold out.
T. Brown & Co., men’s furmshings, Victo-
ria, are giving up business,
The stock of Perry & Turner, stoves,
Victoria, is advertised for sale.
! M, R, Counter, joweller, Nanaimo has sold
out to Wm, Stewart,
Wadds & Grant, statiorery, Rossland, have
i sold out to J. E. Saucior.,
G. A. Biglow, gencral merchont, Nelson is
| giving up his Rossland brs 1ch store,
In Vancouver building operations will be
more numerous this summer than sioce 1892,
¥ Tho wholesile markets have changed very
| little this week. Themost importdnt feature
¢ 13 the advance in sugar.
k' The salmon industry hascommenced. One
¥ hundred and forty seven licenses have beon
B issued, The run is very small and big fish
; unusually scarce in the the market.
The mining tax bill before the local legis-
laturo is to bo armended so that the tax will be
‘on the net profit of the mine. There 1s now
 little opposition to the bill. )
. Nuwuercus private syndicates are formir g
in the cities for the purpose of sending experi-
enced miners into the iuterior to prospect for
them. ' Everyone- in Vancouver from the
office boy to the bloated capitalint is now
dircetly or inderectly personally interested in
the mites of British Columbia.
Inshippingcircles the same activity isappar-
ont, Saturday last the * Vancouver World ¥
made thoassertion ** that Vancouver's harbor
presented o specticle which they were confi-
I dent was not to bs witnessed in any other
b port in the Duminion, as no less thrn 25deep-
soa-goivg vessels were there riding at anchor
in fiont of the city.” This is exclusive of a
£ numerous flest of small eraft and local steam-
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f ere. Itisalsoreported that alargofléet of ships

aro on thoir way hero to loa . Jamber atb
Vancaonver.

Over crowding in the harbor has again
suggested to tho minds of the membors of tho
local administration and trade board the
necessity of moro wharfageacecomodation and
no doubt the Canaldian Pacific Ruilway will
agnin bo appealed to to extond their wharf-
a

At thia writing miniog i3 croating unusnal
intorest in tho counst citics, and news from the
mining distriots is cagerly looked for.  Word
comes from Goldon that the big gold
bearing quartz vein et Bagabio Crook assay-
ing in parts $140 to the ton i3 to bo worked
on © large scalo this summer.

A company of B-itish capita'iats it is said
will work the Daisy mine at McCallum Point
vear Victoria. Samples asiay very high.
Tho oro is said to resomble Trait Creek quartz,

Thoro is & canstant ripple of excitement
at Trail Creek owing to tho authentic renorts
constantly coming in to camp. of some big
striko at one of the claims. The Josie mine
provides the latest sepsation, The whole
faco of ths tunnel, striking the ore chutont a
depth of 280 feot, is in ore running $!0 in
gold. These discoveries doemonstrate tho per-
mancy of the Trail Creck oro veins.

This week Inspector MoNaot will let loose
in Harrison Lake 6,400,000 sockeye salmon
and 4,000,000 whitefish fry. The latter wero
sent from Manitoba at the suggestion of the
Dominion government, as it was too oxpen-
sive to run the Manitoba hatchory for such a
small batch of youngsters. Most of the
whitefish will be hberated in Harrison River,
The little immigrants are very lively and
very healthy, and there is every indication
that the experiment of introducing whitefish
ints the Biitish Columbia rivers will bo u
success.

H. D. McGuire, the Oregon state fish pro-
teoter, does not belivve that salinon only return
to the river from the ssa avery four years,
as they diffor so in siz».  He i3 going to test
tho matter by marking a num ber of yougsters
with silver wire and offering a reward for
any of them afterwurds caught.

Creamery matters ure progressing very
nicely in this provisce. A co-operative
creamory is to bo established at Chilliwack,
the garden of B-itish Columbia. A mesting
has been held and a site is bsing chosen,
There are rumors of othor creameries starting
ap.

The customs recuans show a large increase
in trade as do the Iulatd Revenug receiots.
Thoe duty collected in Vancouver for Februa-
ary was $2).655 60 an increase of $35,090.uL
over the corresprndiog month of last year.
The duty collected in Vietoria for February
was  $18 719.77, and 1 Nanaimo $8,7us.
The largest iucreaso is shown in Vancouver.
fu Vancouver there was in February 10,100,-
76 collotted as inland revenue, which isal-
most double the amount coll eted for acimilar
period last year, the increase being $1,833.25.
The inlan] revequa exllostel in Victoria was
$18,116,10., Iu February. Victoria exported
$36.937 worth «f goods and imp srted govds to
thevalueof $124,814,whileVancouver imported
goods valued at 155,48Y. ‘Theexzports amount-
ed to $59,100." The export crediv to \West.
miuvister was vearly & million and a half
dollars, From the present dat: the export
and import figures will be largely increased
by the returns from Nel:on, British Colambia
and other ports ir: the interior.

In West Kootonay there will be great
activity this sumwer, particularly at Trout
Lake, The district is said to ba rich in gold,
gilver, bismuth, lead and agbastos. Tho Sil-
ver Cup, Abbott Group and Americe mines
were worked all winter with good results,
particularly the Silver Cup.  The Great
Northern MineCo. have exposed a 5 foot vein
runn'ng $150 to the ton. The Albert Group

aro sl rich in minoral and ave heing rapidly
doveloped and Will ship ore shortly. The
America voin is 2 feot thick runming 120
ounecss of asilver to the ton. The Badshat,
to bo worked thit summor, assaye1300 ounces
in silver. Tho Black Princs, Poolo Group,
Truo Fishor, Jonny Lind, Horn, Blackhorn,
Par-sold. aro all rich in silver and will bo
workod this summae+, Lardo Creck will bo
exclusively placer mioed feom tho commence-
mentof mild weathor. Tho same encourag-
ing roports come from all parts of West
Kootenay.

British Golumbia Markets.

(BY WIRE TO THE COMMERCIAL.)
Vancoudver, March 14, 18986,

Business i3 improving steadily. Cured
meats are Jower all around ahout 4c. Wheat
has advanced 82 per ton. TFruits aro lower,

Fresh meats are firm.

Buttar.—Dairy buatter, 18 to 20c; cream-
ery 25 to 260 ; Governmont creamery, 27c:

Manitoba cheese 10j¢ per 1b,
Cured Meats. — Hams 1ijc; breakfast
bacon 12 ; backs 1130 ; long, clear

836 ; short rolls 9c; smoked sides lUe. Lard
is held at the following figures: Tins 10ic
por pound; in jails and tubs 10c. Moss
pork 8$14; short cut $15.

Fish,—Prices are: Flounders 8c; smelt
So; sea bass 4¢; black cod 60; rock cod 4c;
red cod 4¢; tommy cod 4o; herring 4dcj
sprirg salmon 9¢; halibut 7c; whiting 6c;
soles Go; steol heads, 8c; finnan haddies. 9¢;
crat 8 A0c dozen ; smoked halibut 8c; bloaters
10c; kippered cod 9c; sturgeon Ge.

Vegetables,—Potatoes now, $10 per ton;
onions silver skins, 13c; cabbage, 1ic;
Asheroft potatoes, 75 to 76c; carrots, turnips
and beota. 3 to le a 1b

Eggs.—Fresh, local, 18 to 19¢.

Fruits.—Culifornia seedling oranges $2 to
R1.83, navals, $3.00; native apples $L.0}; Cali-
1. ~nia lemons. 83,50, Oregon apples, $1.75.

Evavorated Fruits.—Apricots 11¢ per 1b;
peaches 740 ; plvms 7¢; prunes, French, 4c}
loose Muscatel raisins 4c¢; ZLondon layor
raisins $1.65 box.

Nuts.—Almonds, 18c; filberts, i24c ; pea-
ﬁ;xhs. 10c; Brasil, 12)c; walnuts, 10 to 16c

Flour,—Manitoba patent, per bbl.. $3.70;
strong bakers. $4.40; Oregon, — ; Oak
Lake patent $4.60; do strong bakers $4.40.

Meal.—National mills rolled oats. 90 1b
sacks, 83.00; 45 pound sacks, $3.10; 22%
p und sacks, 83.3v, 10.7 sacks, $2.00. Qat-
meal, 10-10'3, $3.00, 2-5u's, $2.75. Off es,
90 1tg, $2.25; 2-453, $2.85. Manitoba Rolled
Oats, 90's, 32,25 45's §2.35.

Grain.—Washingtcn State wheat $30.00 per
ton f.o0.b. Vancouver, duty paid. Oats
16.00 per ton,

Ground Feed.—National mills chep, $21 to
$23 por ton - ground barley, $22 ton, shorts,
$18.50 ton; bran $16.50; oil cake meal, $26
ton: F. 0.B. Vancouver, including duty
paid on import stuff,

Hay.—Nominal at $8 per ton.

Dressod Meats.—Beef, 74c¢; mutton, 8% to 9c;
pork, 6 to 7c; veal, 7 to 10¢ perlb.

Live Stock.—Steers, 83 to 4¢ 1b; cows 8 to
8}c; sheep, 5100 to $1.50; hogs, 53 to 53c.
Poultry.—Chickens, $6 per dozen, scarce.

Sugars.—Powdered and icing, 63c; Paris
lump, 6}c; granulated, dic; extra C, Hic;
fancy yellows 43¢ ; yellow 43¢ per Ib.

Syrups,—380 gallon barrels, 13c per pound;
10 gallon kegs, 2¢; 5 galloun kegs, $1.25 each .
1 gallon ting, $3.75 pér case of 10; § gallon
ting, $4.50 per case of 20,

Teas.—Congo: Fair. 1133; good. 18c;
choice, 260, Coylons: Fair, 25¢; gocd, 80c;
choice, 850 per ib, .



