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THE COMMERCIAL

‘I'itx Montreal Board of ‘L'vade has established
an insurance, or guarantee acheme, for the bene-
fit of the familics of deceased members. To
take advantage of the arrangement, cach mem-
ber must pay an entrance fee of $20, and on the
death of a member, an assessment of &3 will be
levied upon each member, Refusal to pay tho
assessiont, will entail a lisbility to forfeiture
of membership in the board. A medical exam-
ination is required, Lefore advantage can be
taken of tho scheme, but all who were members
of the board previous to December 31st last,
will be allowed to enter without the examina.
tion.
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Tug Tovonto JMail in the course of an article
on the disallowance of railway charters in the
Northwest, says: ““The monopoly clause is
really nothing more than a shield and protection
for the rates of the St. Paul, Minneapolis &
Manitoba road, which denominates American
territory south of Manitoba, and has the repu.
tation of being a hard task master. If the
Manitoba people are wise they will make this
the test question at the Dominion elections,
In old Canada we secure favors from the Govern.
ment by putting a pistol to its head, when it
is in the act of appeuling to the country.
Strictly speaking the operation is not defensible,
but we do not sec why Manitoba should not
resort to it in order to secure fair play, other
means having failed.” The Mail strikes the
key note when it says that disallowance should
be mude the test case in the coming elections.
A test case if this question was made in South
Winnipeg at the local elections, with a most
gmgifyin%_rcsult, and the verdict then rendered
against disallowance has stimulated its op.
ponents to renewed energy. Disallowance will
undoubtedly be the test question in the comin
contest, and the candidate who cannot or wil
not answer decisively in the negative, will he
of little use to the clectors of Munitoba. In
the contest in South Winnipeg, disallowance
received a fatal thrust, and it is now generally

considered here that its days are numbered.
- *
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Tur. Toronto Mail, since its new departure
in proclaiming its entire independence of politi-
cal party, has come out as an advocate of man-
hood suffrage, with an educational qualification.
In the United States, manhood suffrage has
wcrked serious evil in some of the larger cities,
such as Chicago, where the municipal govern-
ment has bheen placed practically in the hands
of the mob. An educational qualification
might overcome this unpleasant feature of the
case, though in Canada there would be little to
fear in this respect from manhood suffrage in its
broadest seuse. The last act passed by Parlia-
ment, in extending the franchise, has intro.
duced all but manhood sufirage, and only one
short step would be required to make it com-
plete. However, it would seem necessary
that some safcguard should be thrown abont
the franchise. Ina countrfy like Canada, with
free achools and no excuse for gross ignorance,
there could scarcely be any objection to an ed-
ucational qualification. Besides, it is a ques.
tion if a man who cannot read, can be suffici-
ently well informed on public affairs to castan
intelligentvote. In the states of Massachusetts
and Connecticut, an educational qualification
limits the franchise, namely, that the citizen
must be able to read and write.  Such a quali-
fication imposcd in this country could mot be
any great nardship, and would not likely pro-
voke very strenuous opposition, though the
Jfwil looks for strong opposition from the
French press of Quebee.

La Justice, o leading orgun of the nationalists
in Quebee, intimates that an attempt will be
made to extend French influence in the Mani.
toba Legislatuve. Itsays that Mr. LaRiviere,
who is the sole representative of the French
element in the Government, threatens to vesign,
unless the demuands of his compatriots in the
House for additianal representation-in the Cab.
inet, bo granted. La Justice adds that the
Norquay Government will he defeated, in the
event of the deflection of the French members,
consequent upon & failure to comply with the
demands of the latter. Just what would hap.
pen in the event of the overturning of thoe Nor-
quay Government by the withdrawal of its
French supporters, it is Jdifficult to forotell,
There is little sympathy with class or race in.
terests of any nature in Munitoba, and the op-
position would hardly dare attempt to assume
control cf the affairs of the province on the
basis of concession to any particular race. The
people of Munitoba are too casmopolitan in
their views to countenahce any imovement of
this nature. There is already a stroug under-
current of feeling against the dual system in
practice in the province, of using the French
and English languages in official transactions.
The usc of the two languages entails a consider-
able additional cost upon the proviuce, which
has much need of curtailing cxpenditure as
much as possible. At one time, the use of the
two languages may have been required ; but
with the small and decreasing minority of the
French in the province, the latter language is

looked upon by many as altogether unneces.
sary and the cause of uscless expenditure,
There are now almost as any foreigners of
other nationalitics in the province as there ave
French, and on the same principle oflicial busi.
ness should be tmusacte(Y in these lunguages
also. It is alimost a foregone conclusion that in
time, only the English lauguage will be used
officially in Manitoba. An attempt at domina.
tion in~ thelocal House, on the part of the
French members, would most likely leave the
Iatter without the fold of either party, and
would probably hasten the time when the ex.
ceptional privileges which they now enjoy shall
be taken away.
*

Tk date for holding the Dominion clections
has at lasy been definitely fixed, and the con.
test is now in full blast, with all its attendant
excitement. In the Northwest—both in the
province and the territories—the country was
found to a great extent unprepared for the
clection, notwithstanding the feeling which has
existed for the past six months or more that
Parliament might be dissolved at any moment.
Even now there is a great deal of uncertainty,
and at the time of writing it was not known
definitely in every case just who would be in
the field. In Munitoba some very peculiar
features attach to the present elections, which
are worthy of notice. One of these is, that in
only two constituencics of the province, namely,
Marquette and Selkirk, will thero be a straight
party contest. Then there is the candidature
of Mr. A. W. Ross for re.clection in Lisgar,
who was supported by the Liberals and oppos-
ed by the Conservatives at the last Dowinion
clections, but who has now the support of the
Iatter and the opposition of the former. But
the most peculiar and unacconntable feature of
the whole proceeding is found in the combina-
tion hetween the two party organs in the city,

in advocating the caudidature of Sir Donald A’
Smith for Winnipeg. Unaccountable is almost
too tame & word to bo applicable to the cese,
and besides it might not bLe appropriate, for
there are suppositions to account for the
combination which are not at all creditable to
the parties thertto.  In the case of the Manito-
ban there is nothing to be wondered at in its
support of Sir Donald ; but the advecacy of the
candidature of the lutter gentleman by the Free
Prexs ns been the causs of amazement. . True,
Sir Donald is usually spoken of as & gentleman
of broad and liberal views, and in many respects
he would undoubtedly make a worthy repre-
sentative ; but how the Free Press can support

him in his present capacity is o matter of won-
der. Tho Liberal organ has long posed as the
embodinent  of sclfl?sacriﬁciug devotion  to
Manitoba's interests. It has been the self.consti-
tuted champion of her 1ights, and the strong
arm of protection against af;gression and injus-
tice from all sources. Alter having become
used to such contentions, the action of the Free
Prexs has been a rude shock to those who vain-
ly believed it was smeere in all its pretentions
of devotion to the interests and rights of this
province. In advocating the cause of Sir Don-
ald A. Smith, the organ has dono obeisance to
the beast of monopoly, and bowed down low at
the feet of Haman. Whatever Sir Donald’s
ersonal fitness for the position may be, it must
ﬁe remembered, that to endorse hiscandidatmie
umder the present circumstances, would simp;
be to endorse monopoly, or at least ({;ive u tacit
ussent to it. The abolition of disallowance
is the thing above all others the most to be de-
sired in the interests of this city nnderovince,
and every tepresentative from the Northwest
should be pledged to give an uncompromising
opposition to mono‘poly. How could Sir. D .-
ald A. Swith, as a director of the C.P.Ry., and
therefore interested in o continudnce of the dis.
allowance policy, meet the requiremefits which
would be expected of him as a represcntative
from this city at Ottaws., The idea, is pre
sterous from whatever point of view it may
e considered. Vague rmmors have been cir-
culated to the effect that the Government would
announce its determination to discontinue the
disallowance policy, but such statements cannot
be accepted as worth anything, wken it is con.
sidered that similar promises have Lefore been
made in Parliament and elsewhcre, but always
without any attempts at acting upon then.
Mr, Luxton owes his election in north Winni-
peg to the feeling against disallowance. ‘The
support which he now tenders through the Free
Prexs to a gentletnan personully interested in
upholding that {)olicy, ‘s a feature which can.
not be accounted for in & manner at all credit-
able to the Free Press. The remarkable state.
ment made by the organs, that their favorite
candidate would announce a platform satisfac.
tory to everybody, is too ridiculous to be worth
serious consideration. The other two candi-
dates in the field for Winnipeg ave both pledged
to oppose disallowance; to further the Hudson's
Bay railway, and to assist any schemc toward
the settlement of the vacant lands of the pro.
vince. These are the three great questions of
importance to Manitoba, They are both local
men, running on the independent ticket, and
each one is at the head of & purely Northwest.
ern institution, There is therefore no occasion
for calling in a representative of monopoly. In
regard to the contest in Lisgar, thename of Pro-
fessor Goldwin Smith haslbeen mentioned. Mr
Swmith could hardly he considered as more of
an outsider than Mr. Ross, The latter gentle-
man has been & not-resident of the province al.
most since his last election, and there is no par-
ticular reason to believe that he is will remain
o resident after the coming elections ave over,
whilst for mahy reasons his candituve should be
obnoxious to the people. In the ahsence of a
creditable local man the erndite professor wonld
make a worthy ropresentative, and one whom
the electors of Lisgar nced not feel ashamed,

-




