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E-DITOlUAL NOTES.
WVe havc this week devotcd a large amint of our space to the Short

Une Question, which is to.day, of such imnportance fo Halifax and Nova
Scotia. 'l'le cxtra which ivo issued on Tuesday last contained information
Nyhich wc decnied important in vicw of Uie meeting of the Clhamber of
Commerce and City Couincil. Further action bias ben postpoued tiufîl
WeTdncsday next by these bodies, in order to allow the joint committee time
fW obtain rcliable informnation froni the C. P. B. autiioritics.

Montreal is to have a Motinted Police force. 'l'li ll'iliiess very
propcrly rccomimends the purcluase of good horses, as policemen rnounîted
on broken-down liacks would flot bc as efficient as the ordàuary police.

The reports of the disturbances in Penniark appear te have been
somnewhat exaggcrated, but it is quit e evidcnt thiat the 1>anisli people have
resolved to abolish, the respousible Minister, by vrhoin Ilicy arc uov
goî'ersid. King Christian wihi do well to mecet thc Reformers hialf.wa.y,
otherwise bis tlîronc may prove anything but a bed of i oses.

Hon. Thomas White, in bis speech at Fort Qu'Appelle, promiscd the
settlers of the North-West Tcrritory repreientation in the Dominion Par-
liament.' WV presume Mr. White l)enks with authority, and believe the
move to bc one in the riglit direccon. Grievances, real or imaginary, can
be aired upon the floor of the Housc, and we cari then judge for L. rselves
as to the truc state of affairs in what was once known as the IlGreat Lone
L-and."

A tunnel bias just been conipletcd under the moutlb of the Scer,
which is 4 miles in lcngth, 26 feet in width, and 20 éCet in hucfght. Thec
have beca taken out no lcss than 700,000 cubie yards of earth and stone
during the twelvc years in wvhichi thc %iork bas becn carried on. The
tunnel is lined throughout witb britk ; 75,000,000 bricks havinig beezi
employcd for this purpose. Th'e distance by rail from London to Cardiff
via the new tunnel is shortenedl bY 13 Mniles

I1Tc must respcctrully decline 10 publish the sevcral contributions wbicil
have becu sent to us, respccting the conduct of certain batik officiaIs, as we
bave no-guarantec wlualever as Io thc truth of the assertions therein made.
IVe bclievc that our city banks are conducted carec<illy -' ccononiilly.
and criticismn of individuals is uncalled for, tinless the fac.ýz of cach cage
are vouched for by somne sesponsible person.

It is now proposcd in severuil of the Eastern States f0 tax baclielors.
This, wo presunie, is considered.but a fair offset to the nuilliner and haber-
dasher's fax upon imarricid men. Tc be consistent, epinsters should lic
taxed as well a bacheclors. This niit bave the cffect of smoothing the
road foi Matriniony for bëth of these utifoitunatc classes.

he Sultan of huîtrliy is ovidently s;tisfied %vith istîzorainty uvor Ilounînolin.
If this provu fritu, Rouuiehi. î'iIl e8c.upe tho horrors of n TIurkisl invasion.

Ediors arc not infallible in their estiniafe of literary tyros. As an inî*
stance of editorial %vant of judginent flie following anecdotes rnay be quoted
for the consolation of disappointed seekers after cdiforinl Ifivor. Many
yearti ago, J %mel; lusseilt LowelI niade an exhaustive study of Americati
Initiotir, anud, after a careful rcvising seut the j~par anonymottsly, f0 tixe
lafe Nlr j T. Fields, the editor of flue Alhii. A (ci days later, îvbeu
Mr Lowell %i«t in the tlllwiii: office, Mr. Flil infornied humi that lie bnd
receiv'ed a ixiost absîîrl palier dealing wvith, Anmerican huinorists, and that,
so anuioyed luad lie been by its Ilgrcenness " and the illcgibility of miany
passages, that lie lhad consigued it to the flanies. Stili better thail tîxis is
the story that 'Miss Alcoit, wlicii lier name becanie famnous, responded to
numierotus requesf s for contributions by sendiuig to the requuesting oditors
aîrticles whiicli in lier earlier days tluey had rejccted. As a iule, hoîvever,
edifors have singularly sotind judgment t "fle exception proves the rule.",

A MO-MEN'IOUS QUESTlION -THE SIIOR'r LINE- RAILWAY.
'lit joint comniittce of our City Couucit and Chainber of Commerce

bave a mniueutous qiuestiun uindcr consideration. a question upon the
solution of wvbich dcpendsi the future prosperity of Hialifax. Individually
and collcctively, tle nieunbers of tbis comnifftee mnust fe fuhly convinced
thiat upon the question of thue Short Une thie întcrests of lIalifax and
Quebec are identical. They have had ful finie to, study the inerits of the
proposed Une as compared wvith those of rival lines, and if tluey have
given flie subject fthe considerafiou wbicli its iniportaniéé nerifs, thcy must
feel fully convinced thiat the Comibiuîation Une i3 thc only oue wbich can be
beneficial to the trade andc cvnîuuuuerce of tluis cil>'. Let tlîem then follow
the examp!e set by Baxltimore, New Vork, Boston, Poitland, and other
Aunerican chties, in making a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull a.ltoôcther for
a sluare of the trade of tlhc continent.

VIE EXPESE.

Qucbec is interested in tie Combination Uine; so is Hlalifax. Qîîebec
offers; to defra>' one lualf of the exi.-tse of the proposed survey. WVill not
Hialifax do Iikewiise Tu''le entire cost would neft excecd $5.ooo. Quebec
offers f0 putf up $2~ 500, and os dlie Linie wouild bc of infinitcly greater
bznclut to Halifax than to Qutcc, should ive grudge the $2.5oo ivhichi
miay be reqîuiredi as our share ,of flic expense ? Cerfainly nof.

A. L. LIGIIT.

The report of 'Ur. A L. Light, Provincial Enginecr of Quebec, should
be rend by flic mieuubers of tlue joint commnit tee of -the City'. Council and
Cluamber of Commerce. lu. cuntains fixcts concerzuing Lte Combinat ion
Uine wbicli no mian intcrested in tlue %velfare of Hialifax can well overloolz.
'lhle uinfortiate refercuees to Mr- Light'a standing as an cugineer, which
were niade tupoîî t!-.e floor of the House of Commnons, have been fully
rccalcd, and tîuit genitcni.în lias rcccived snftisfactory apologies from the
persons wlio quesfioned M.s professional reputaf ion.

OUR CITY EN'OINEER.

Hlalifax lias ini Mr. F~. H1. Reating, n city enginer of wchl known
reputafion and~ %vide exl)erience. This gentlemuan lias been cngaged upon
surveys on flhc C. Il. R. Northu of Lake Stuperior, and previously upon the
1. C. and other railwîays. Could t flic city s;end IMr. Keating, witb a
staff of assistants, to 3urv'ey the missing link, in conjoniction %itf Mr. A. L.-
Light and bis assistant; from Qucbcc. The work might thus lx- poslucd
throtî-gh in one hall of tlic fimo it woold otlicrivise takeè, and we wotild 0-4~n
have a report cf. t ivo competent engincers as to the eligibility of the Line.
Wbat is to bc donc, shoold be doue quickly, as delay at this season of tbe
year makes the iwork doubly difficuit to perforni, and besides ivo want
tlic reports before parliameut meets.

TIIE MIISSING TA.IX

l'ho Governnient bave promiseci f0 subsidize the shorfest and most
practicable railtway between Montrecal and an Atlantic seaport. That Line
is .not tlic Pope Megantic or International Railway,since this -Line is
necithuer the shortest nor the mnost practicable. The Combinat ion road has
unquestiona>le advantagcs over flic Pope Lino. Can tbhc Government thon
hesitrute in fulfulling ifs promise ? The mnsin ink lias, bowever, flot been
sîurvcyed, aîîd tnuitil we establish the el=blt of the Cômbinntion Line We
cnnuîot hope to presenit sucli a case to, the Government as will simply
bc uiu4nswerible.

OF~ XViDE PROVINCIAL INTEREST.
If i8 someitimes sopposeil by ftue pteople of this Province that Halifax,

and Halifax only is i:îfcrcted in flic construction of the Short Line Rail-
way. Amherst, Lotndonderry, Truro, New Glasgow and Picitou. have a
direct interest in the building of this rond. Toô theiii,.ns to us, it. racans
casier, cheaper, and nmore rapud communication wvith Qoebecc, Miontreal and
the West. Its construction is hîowcvcr of wide provincial interest, ince.


