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THE CRITLU.

THE CROWN PRINCE AND THE WAR PARTY. |

. Tho London Morning Post of the 4th January, an cxceedingly well-
informed- paper, boing in fact the recognmized court orpan. devotes a
considerable space to twvo articles which appeared m the Pesther Lloyd,
and the Neue Froie Présse of Vienma, This latter important organ
occuptes an entire page with the intriguea and machinations of the Junker
and military clique against the Crown Prince and Princess and Sir Morell
MacKenzie, and censures them in langnage alike severe and dignified. The
former publishes a lettor in the rame strvin, but in still stronger terms, from
its Berlin correspondent,

. The charges made place the whole matter in a startling light. These
influential journals consider it at least doubtful whether the Crown Prince’s
disease is of a cancerous nature, and that, consequently, there was good
reason for the recent cessation of the persistent anacks on the &nglish
savant, of the clique mentioned.

Had German science prevailed in May or tene, and the Prince been
sub)ectcd.to an uperation, there 1s hittle doubt, 1t 1s said, that he would
before this have been a dead man, and it is more than hinted that the
cancer idea may even have becn an invention of the * national-medico-
German-Junker and press” clique, which desires to hit the Crown Princess
by attacking Sir Morell Mackenzic. There cannot, it is asserted, be the
slightest doubt about this, as only just that class of paper fell upon the
English physician, which notcriously would have felt the least aggriesed by
the Crown Prince’s death.

_ These are the organs of the “military party,” which professes a
chauvinism of bitter hostility to the C:own Prince's supposed peaceful
tendencies, and regards the Princess as the. greatest enemy of the present
German home-policy. The Princess has consequently been exposed for a
long time to the most imfamous insinuations, and becausé Sir Morell.
MacKenzie—undoubtedly the-first man 10 Europe-in his specialty—was
supposed to have been specially called in by her, * the whole pack threw
thqmselve.s.‘. against the English doctor.” The animosity against the
Priricess is not a little ‘envenomed by a religious animus, as she s also
regarded as the great adversary of an ultra orthodox coutl: party, of which
Dr. Stoecker, the Court Chaplain, is the guiding spirit.

... The unexpected favorable change in the Prince's iilness, and the posst-
bl}xty that, after all, he may become Emperor, seem to have caused the
clique to adapt its tactics a little more to the actual ciraumstances of the
case, as they have ceased openly to attack the Princess and insult Sir
Morell MacKenzie. '

There is, further, evidonce that the “ military party” deliberately
schemed to impress upon the Prince an exaggerated idea of the immediate
gravity of his case in order to induce him to abdicate,

The conspiracy has now broken down, and Sir Morell'is left in peace,
but 60 -base an intrigue on the one hand, and, on the other, the uncom-
promising villainy of the episode of the forged letters, do not leave a very
-exalted opinion of the mprality of German court-circles and pohucians.
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THE HOLY LAND.

Dr. Cunmningham Geikie, a Scottish divine of considerable note, has
recently published a work on the Holy-Land, which, 1n its connection with
.biblical accounts, is of ‘great interest. Dr. Geikie has traversed -the length
and breadth of Palentine, and has brought the most minute observation to
bear-upon the comparisons- which nuturaily arise between ‘its present'state,
and that with which we are to some extent acquainted from our study of the
Bible, and of one or two classical writers, And we may here remark, that

linstinct the facts that we are altogether *too much governed"—that [

That an cnormous population may be prosperously supported on a
limited area is proved by the condition of China to-day, while thé Accounts
of the small ‘Moorish kingdom of Grauadn seem, although tolerably well
authenicated, to be aimost fabulous. The simple habits ot a race more or
less primitive and essentially pastoral and agricultural, also constitute a factor
in the possibilities These considerations arc of the greatest weight, and if -
we accord them their full’ value, we shall find no reason to doubt the
correctness of the general impression of extreme populousress made upon
us by the biblical narratives. '

Tertility and population assumed, there need be no difficulty in crediting
the number of cities, cven in the absence cf direct proof. But the direet
proof is not wanting, Dr. Geikie only corroborates tivo ar. three-other
‘careful explozers, who have discovered the traces of fortificd citles so-
thickly strewn over the country that their number and proximity seem .
almost incredible to the eyc.witness himself. No doubt tbese cities were
not large, but the ruins:of their foundations are cyclopeav . solidity,, and
plainly indicate that they must have beon furtresses of geat strength. Ot
the villages, whick no doubt stood thickly interspersed Fetween the walled'
cities, there is of course now no trace; indeed, it is difficult to fix.with any-.
thing like certainty the sites of several mentioned in Scripture, and of some .
which are distinctly referred to-as the scenes of important episodes.

Spacé fails 03 to point out some of the very iuteresting features of Dr.
Geikie's book, but it is one which is eminently calculated ito impart a frésh

zest to a further study of the Sacred Volume.
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LITTLE PARLIAMENTS.

We have more than once noticed in the press remarks to the effect that
no one seemed te care much when the Provincial Legislature met. 'We are
not at all surprised. It would indeed be a very hard job to pump .up an
interest in these one-horse tatkiag ships. ‘

The cpening and closing of miniature Par'iaments, which .are little
better than County Céuncils, with the Liiliputian pageantry attending those
impressive ceremonies, does indeed so-nearly.approach to a solemn and.very -
dull farce, that we are sometimes unable to refrain from a mild degree of
wonder how the actors in them manage to retain their gravity,—there is so -
little for dignity to rest upon. And somectimes we thisk of the Roman
augurs, who. in the latter degencrate days, could not meet in the streets §
without laughing at each other in their sleeves. B

On reflection, however, we remember that there are sull many lhttle fat -
pickings in the gift of the Local Governmients, and patriots: in plenty to §
uphold the “ old flag and an appropriation.” In our-own, the members of E
the lower house wax eloquent over the reduced income of the Province. .
They point with 100 much truth to the detestable state of the roads, and.to g
the fact that the road grants are entirely insufficient. They call loudly.on -®
the Dominion Governmeat for .assistance, but they blink with-a lively

thousands of dollars are annually expended. in keepirg up Provincial §
Cabinets, with the varivus petty portfolios, their little Premiers, their litilé §
Attorney-Generals, (¢ all Honorable men”)—and all with snug little salaries -

that might fairly be remodeled at a great saving' of expense—and that all
the Legislative Councils should be abolished, and the Lower Houses }
reduced to half.their present numbers, or merged into a joint Parliament of -§
the three Mariume Provinces. They have, been -known to . go so far as to
recommend the disestablishment of Upper Chambers, but were politiciana ever -
known (o seek the abolition of their own. offices, or to advocate the F
reduction of unnécessary billets so supremely uséful for allotment to their £
friends? e think not, and, as wé are reported to be largely over-running B

the activity and breadth of view of the biblical research of the last few
‘years, not o little promipted Ly the snfluence of what s, not aiways -tairly,
‘called scepticism, las'led tu o tuuch mwure ancingent appreciauon of the)
- Bible as history, than formeily prevancd: We. are not, perhaps, assuming ;
too much in saying that the perusal of the great Book in the spirit of mcrel
supernaturalism- and superstituous awe, is nov calculated to give us all the |
begefit of its. value, and that when the mind 1s enlargéd to discern the
action throughout a great portion of it of-natural .and- national causes, .and
to measure 1t to some extent by the analogies-impréssed .upon tis.bv -other
history, ou. -interest 1o 1t, and our estimate of.1ts importance, are enormously |
.enhaaced. Enurely apant trom its spintual claims, the- Bible, studied.as we |
study secular history, 15 the most intensety ‘interesung of rocords It 1s.al
check, and a'means v \c.ihcation ot -other histories, and even throws. light 1
on discoveries of an asuquity pnor to' the rangé .of s own moro !
authentic relauons. ‘

The limited extent and barren desolation of a great part of Patestine in
modern times. have often led to a belief of the exaggeration of. biblical
-enumerations of population, and the apparently improbable number of
*¢ fenced cities” so frequently impressed .upon- us.” But there is abundant
evidence that, if not strictly accurate, .the statements fairly illustrate the
truth. We-are startled at the enormous: force here and therg ascribed to
the-Jewish and Israelitish armies, but we have to remember that a Hebrew
ammy represented -almost the entire population capable of bearing arms
That that population- was extremely dense, we may casily allow from a
consideration of.the undoubted. change which has raken- place in. climatic
-conditiops, and, by cobsequence, n the fertihty of the soil-  ‘There is no
-doubt that in the days of.the ‘Kings, and earlier, the Holy Land abounded
in streams and brooks, and hada far grester rainfall than at present,. and
that -this condition-was Gue to the existence of Yorests and trees,. which,
having been destroyed by the ravages of war, and the recklessnesss of uncil-
tivated races, the country--has shared the fate of. all others to which this
misfortunc has befallen,
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“hang.up-their.scalshin.socks Christmas .Eve.. They; like our.owa:little folks,. g

our Provincial ipcome, it seem< time for the electors:tu. invéstigate the 'E
matter. and by prompt actisn and vigorods agitation,. imptess upon out &
loral rulers the necessity of .imr diate reforms  The buon of local .self B
government granted to the counti -3, through the establishment: of municipal
councils, has paved the way to r.”* -~e the.number of members from- each [
county to one. The county authorities now-telieve the Jocal M.'s-P, Y. [
from what uséd to be their most arduous- duties, and .one member should
now be able to fully attend to the parliamentary duties of his county. A B
Maritime Univn with a central seat of guvernment, a parhament -witha §3
single chamber and une cabinet, would govern with-ease a ternitory - which
now gr,ans andet the expense of thice Parliaments, thiee- Cabinets, and a
hast of red lape officials. Maritime Univn would save thousands of dollais |
that could be apglied to putting our soacs. in good: repair, wounld "bind
together with stronger tics the three Provinces, whose ‘intefests are almost’ &
identical, and whose union would go far-to- secure at Ottawa 2 more equit- §
able 'balance of power. ' B

For the benefit of _such.cg our readers as have never spent a winterin g
Labrador, Alaska or-other -countries of “the.far North, we. will relate-some
interesting facts illustrative of their . manner of ‘keeping. Christmas, "The |
winter residences-of the -Esquimaux are made of blocks of solid. snow with &
thin sheets of ice for windows. 'Thus:thé glazierin that country carries:his- §
material for patching up. windows.:in an ice. wagon. Esquimauxchildren ¥

appreciatc a pair of skates or.a tléd; Lut in place of*candy -they. long.for

‘blubber. When a young Esquimau wakes: up in the morning-anc finds-his &

stockingfull of blubber he is-happy. If he doesn’t—=well; he blubbers all: §
the same.  Their- Christmas. dinner is a rare feast . for “them.. I. consists,of -5
a chunk.of raw whalé with a- sauce ‘of ‘vose-colored’ hair-oil,.washed down &
with a flagon of seal’s blood. Tallow.candles with dip are-served as desserte B
Texas:Siftings. : ;
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