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The Wiigaud pulled tho vory lettor Mr. Adams had given mo out of his
pockot und askoed the Iudinn if Marinn was the victim, aud ho aid * Usgh.”
Thon ho began walking up and down with a aword in oue hund and a pistol
in the other, he whistled and stampod his foot aud tha awful’est thing came
in. It Jovked lika a gorilla covered with long whito hair, and its teoth filed
{o n point and claws with long nails,

Thon ho says, ¢ Bring hither tho perpetrator of this vilo deed of the
lolter. Rovenge, blood, blood.”

‘Then the awful thing came over to tho tablo and lifted up the cloth and
mado a dive at me. I was porfectly paralyzod with fright. 1 conldu't move.
At last I mado a jump and hollered as lond as 1 could. 1 hurd chiins
mttling and I kopt on with my ayes shut : # Marder ! thisves ! halp ?”

I heard a terrible noize in the hall just like tons of corl rolling down
stairs and lots of peoplo talking, aud Annas, Mr. and Mres Ciolden, und Mr.
Curtis camo running in.

They pulled mo from under the tablo aud told me to opan my eyes and
#top tho noiso, that I had only been dreaming ; and when I suw Marin |
threw my arms round her and hugged her [ was so glad she wasn't dod

And sho said no person was to nsk me questions uatil morning, and sho
tucked mo in bed aud kissed me.

Christmas morning the stockings wore full, oven if I didn't see who put
the things there. And at breikfast Anna told how, justas Mr. Curlis was
undoing the door chain for her, they hoard piercing cries of murder @ Mr.
and Mrs. Guldou carue runuing too. \When they got into the hall there was
Aunt Matilda in her night gown and extru frilled night-cap, on the npper
landing with toes sticking through the mils shaking that police rattlo-loud
enolugh to wako the dead, and murder : help ! coming from within the
parlor.

I was g0 glad that Kato was hohind, for. if Mr. Stltonatall had heard the
row, you could not have kept him from coming in and ho wonld never have
got over the frilled cap

Aunt Matilds was go tickled about Mr. Saltoastall’s attentions to Kute
that sho didn’t say very much, only about the pie. .

Then Kate said she could put two and two together —¢>ld mince pie
and dime novels—but why Marian for a victim ' Come J shinuie, explhin ?
I hadn't tho least notiou of telling it to her, but that momning I mrde up
my wind to tell Mr, Adams.

On tho way to chiirch I went up close and tried 19 speak to him. but he
was with another map and nover let on.  Church seeml awful Junyg and |
sat and made fuces at Kittie Findlay, nntil sho laughed out. Aunt’s eagle
oye was on mo then, for wa were all at church but Mariau.

Coming out the aisle I pressed close to Mr. Adwns aad gave him a nu-lge
and whon we camo into the vestibule [ whispered, * That letter you g
me last summer for Marian, I lost it in the mili-pox:3.”

He turned red, then white. ** Hoavens! Do you mesnr to s.y sha
never got it?”

Aud I'sidd “ Yes,” very low,

Ho camo out and mado » stmight wake for our house. [ san down the
back lauo and got there first, and showad him into the parlor where Marim
was. Then I shut the door amd sat down in the hail, atthough 1 Jdid
want to seo if he propozed like they do in stories.

When Aunt Matilda came she was for walking otriight over me oty the
100m. I told her to keep off ; thore wis a wad dog in there and she ought
to romember ¢ cave canem.”

At dinner I told the whola story. 1L was then thiat they all blamed me,
and Aunt Matilda said thore were no ‘¢ extenuating circumstineaa,” bt |
feit that good I didn't zare a anap what they sail,

" They allowed mo to go with thew to the concert in the evening

My ! didn't Marian sing? Mr Saltonstall siid, © Quite 13 goud a3
anyono he heard abroad.” It was thero that Billy Brown gwe mo a picee
of tobacco. I chewed it and it made me horribly xick. Aunt Matildr
looked at my tongue. It was queer looking, and she siid it was a symptum
of diphthoria. 1 uever let on, but T el to pay for veceiviag her. She is
keeping o all alone in this bare rqum.

I see Mr. Adams coming in. He is going to marry Marian next month
and take mo to live with tham ; he says I need luoking after.

. kI feol bettor and I'm dono writing, so I will slip ont and see if Dhally is
sick.

I don't know whether I'll try the tobacco agiin or not. 1 promised my
Sunday-school teacher last Sunday when she gave me the motto, * If at first
you don't succeed, try, try azrin.”  So I ’spose I'll have to try the tohicco,
as sho said I must act according to tho motte. (A N OB
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The quaint old proverb: * If wishes woro horzos beygars might ride,”
comes to mind to-day and mingles with the hearly Chrixtnas greetings—

the ¢ Merry Christmas and Happy New Year” wishes that beam from every |

faco, that comie so readily and heaniily from cvery lip, and echo enr the
Christman air and through the Chiistmas hearts of all whom we mert.
1lut wishes a1e not horses, luckily for the beggars and thote who woulld
have both beggars aud steeds to support; nor are Metry Christmas and
Happy New Yoar wishes potont for their own fulfillment or more than “ the
)

:
|

compliments of the sonson.”  Were it otherwise, could these kindiy wishos
work their own fulliliment, what a merry Christinis would to-morrow be, nnd
how happy wonld everyone bo duriny the year of grace 1887,  For surely
in thiz wide world, wherevor Swnta Clwise comes; from hogaar to v 1) se, thero
is no onw »o poor, thera iz no une eo isolated by rvink or wosltl as¢ not to
receivo the good wishes of the season.

There will be very miny glad hoarts and merry homes to-anorrow, and
aift lilen Christmaa trees and stockings, and thore will be during tha com-
ing yow muach more of joy and gladness and happiness than of grief or un-
happiness.  Pat should we bo scouted for spoiling Christmas mirth 1f we
remind you, dswe reader, that there are also homes from which grief will
drive joy and glidnesza—vill sit at the Christmar hoard, miugle with the
circlo nrounl tha Christmes fite and meet tho guests 1t the door? There
aro other hom 4, i’ that dear sweot name may be applied to such abodes,
wiera povarty aml want ery. not for Christmas trees and preacnts, not for
cmpty impotent wishes, but for foold and clothing and warmth.  Shall we
sin againg your Christune, dew verdor, if wo remind you that, though grief
my have its conrse, wa may anl should fultiil our good wishes by curying
foord and clothing and comfort and mirth {o homes whero pover'y would
otherwise reign even on Christmas day.

In another semse besides that in which it was spoken is it true that
* whosorver hath, to him shall bo given, and he shall have more abua-
danee,” and in this other senso the saying will have many illusiratious on
the morrow. Lot us find our happiness not ju adding to abumlance, but in
relivving want, in brightening and making merry poople and homes and
Christmasses.

May the “ good tidings of great joy” brought midst glorions lizht and
the burden of thit fiest Chrivtmis anthem <nng by the aungel choir eightaen
huudred and eighty six years ago, soon be fulfilled in “graat joy” and in
‘¢ peace on eatth and good will.”

Goad friends wo wish you a Mgray Cunristmas axo  Haery New
YEan :

(Continned from last week.)

Constitutious control and direet effort. Laws may encourage zeal and
promote efficiency instead of interfering with it, and may be so framed as
to be selective of the hest aterial for legistativo and executive work bat
they cannot create zoal, wisdom or efliciency. Just as a wachine may be
devised and eonatructed =2 as ) perform its work in the best manver anl
s with the least possible lo<s of power, yel cannot create hut only apply
power.

I the Tutase the Maritime Pravinet)! Gengs will alene be responsible

for the eflicienev ur ineflicioney of the ovder in its jurisliclion 59 fur as
efficieney or incfliciency are under the control of the legislative body an) jis
exeentiva oflicers.
1 Ourorder nudurtakes most important work—the work of eduziting i<
i meinbers and improving their condition intellectually, marally, socially and
i professonally —an-d of promoting tho best interests of agriculturo generally.
: This wosk caunut ha efficivntly done, it will ot be done as all, and had het.
Yter not be atlempted, oxcep! by the best possible michinery, wisely,
I patientiy, perseveringly, and zealously directed.

The funds st the disposal of the Maritime Provincial Grange, if not

“amply sutlicivut for the efiicient prozecution of the work of the order, will
; ab loast e greatly inereised by retaining the tax hutherto paid to tho Do-
I minion Gringe ainl by charter fees from new yrang:s.
. The Exreruve Commitlee of the Maritime Provincial Grange paitic.
| wlarly req test Ui the anunal sessions of our Division Granges be held as
remly in Jaunay ac possible, that all reports b2 wade and dues and fices
paid prompily. and that Division Granges select as delegates the very best
material to compose the Maritime Provincial Grange, to which will bo in.
trustel tho responsibility of desiguing the machinery of the order in its
Jjurisdiction, and of making the laws that shall controt and direct the work-
ing of that machinery. .

Tho present timo is a nost important crisis in the history of the order.
Lot n3each, as 200! aud trae patrons of hushindry, realizy the responsi-
bility.resting upon us iadividually.  Let nothing bz hoped for or xiid or
done at this crisis with selfish motives, but let tho good of our noble onder
amwl the accomplishmant of its object inspire all our minds and actions.

" Tho regular aunual session of the Maritimoe Provincial Grange will be
hell at Travo commencing at 10 o'clock a, m. on Wednesday, 26th day of
January next.  The session will probably occupy at least threo days. The
Executive Committee of the M. P, G. will hold sessions on Monday evening
24th, and Tuesday 25th prox. at the sime place. The usual arrangoments
will be made for reluced fares on the Tntercolonial and Windsor and
, Aunapolis Railways. .

Patrons attending sessions coming by railvay will purchaso first-class
tickets at their nearest station and recoive from tho secretary a certificate
entitliug them to free or reduced fure tickots for relurning.

Upper Newport Grange, No. 619, mourns the loss of a worthy and much
csteomed charter member, Brother George McKay, who on Thuisday after-
noon, 16th inst., was “cailed to lay down his imploments on ecarth.” Bro.
MeKay leaves a wifo and four children with whom, and a large circlo of
selatives and friends, wo most sincerely sympathize.

' Morinos are the bost sheep on poor land whero pasturage is scanty, but

whera there ix good gmzing the mutton breeds aro proferable.  If the b--~ds
nro adapted to tho pastures, aud the proper conditions nocessary fo. cach
breed considered, the profit will he grealer. Not only theamount of food
in the pasture but the climate and quality of tho grasses composing the
pasturcs affect the sheep.
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