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A KICK AT TUE SICK LION.

—

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

alimost ovorcomo;and the first words of
complaint over heard from his lips darmg

Tho curtain has fallen upon the dramaof! tho war broke sharply forth, Ibad rither

Motz and Marshal Bazaino, like woll-worn
actor, leaves the stago. It wore, porhaps,
promature to say that he retires lor ever
from public view, for who can so ' forecsst
tho futurs’ ns to say with nesuranco what
may or may not happen in a country so dis-
tracted as France? o aro not going to
spoculate on a subject whero all speculation
would be in vain, yot we may fairly say that
the consideration with which Baziino has
been treated swco his conviction furnishes
tho bost taxt for a commentary on the cago,
amnd the probabilities of the futura. ‘There
are thuze, howaover and they are, of course,
representod by the leading journal, sinco
Bazsino is falion, who only soo in lim as ho
passes into seclusion a ‘*degrmded man”
The pioture of tho sick lion isa most dis-
t7ceeaig OnG.  “ No charmsof nature and no
domestio divorsions will bo able (o silanco in
his mind the perpetual contrast belweon
what hois and what ho might have been,
All the possibilities of thoso three months at
Metz, all the occasions for a great resolve,
ull the 1espact ho might have won, andall
tho disgrace be has meurred, cinnot boa
perpetual torment to him amidst tho mono
tony of an existence without public duties
or interests. Even if in the excitement of
his trial he has persuaded himself, as he
says, that his concionce is cloar, the verdict
of the court-martial will none tho less havo
inflicted its sting, and in long hours of sols-
tary roflection he will bo unable to silence
its recorded reproach, 1f tho President, as
soms think, has boen merciful, he has none
tho loss been compeiloed to inflict on his for:
mer comrade o pumshment which in some
rvespects must be worse than death.”

Having thus satisfied the msthelic de-
mauds of its readers a bit of touching por-
traiture, the Times putis thoissue 23 follows :
—+Had ho beon ablo to escape from Motz
and place but the skeloton of an army at
the service of his country, he would have
won an imperishablo claim to its gratitude ;
had he.been overpowered in a desperale
struigle by superior forco, his renown would
still buve shone brightly in the annals of
glory.,” Itison this point that we wish to
sny & last word. It was Bazrino’s opinion
that he could 7nof fight his way through the
(erman lines with & forea that would have
been of any service compared with tho ser-
vico of detaining 200,000 mon of the enemy
around Metz ; and it was the opinion of tho
Council of War at Paris that ho did good
service by so detaining thom. This being
80, L yother alternative of throwing himself
against the enemy with the cortainty of
boing overpowered, but at-the samo time of
winning a name of renswa in the anuals of
glory," is precisely one that we are bold to
say & genoral in the position of Baziine
ought not for a momeont to have entertained.
Lhis proference of Frenchmen for empty
* glory” ir.that onae of their charactoristics
which Iies ever beon the most loudly con-
demned in England.

Wtlien the single minded and gallant sol-
dier Ied—with whom we do not for a
momont propose to compare Marshal Ba
ziine, or sny other modern French comman-
der—kacw that the way of escape was com
pletely barred to Lim, what happened?
Colonel Chesnoy shall tell us in onoof the
most pathetio passages ever written in o
military biography. Leo was confronted,
like Baziine, by tho inevitable neccasity of
a disastrous capitulation, aund like hin: had
oaly ono other alternative. ¢For a mo-.

ment those who Jooked on him saw bim

dio u thousand doaths!"” Musing sadly for
A foww scconds, as hus men's favourite csv
broko on Lis ear, * Lheres Uncle Robert!*’
in doop sad tones hesaid to those near lim,
‘{Tow snon conld 1 end all this aud boat
rest I' 'Tis but to rido dowa the line, and
give the word, aad all would boe over.”
Then uresently revuvering hus uatural voice,
ho answere:d vno who urgad that the surren-.
dor might bo misunderstood, *That is not the
question. Ths queitivn &3 whelher it is 1ight.
And if it &3 right I take the responsibilety.’
Then, after a brief silence, ho added with a
gigh, ‘It s owr duly to lhoe. What wll
beeomo of the wives anl children of the
South if we are not here to protect them?*
8o suying e seut iy bis flag of truce with-
out further hesitation to Grant, The com.
ing action was stayed on tho insiant,
and th> strugglo of the Contaderacy was vir-
tually over.”

Again, when tho heights all around Sedan
were muanned wih the German batteries,
ready to open fice, and an hour or two moro
would have sufliced to reduco the place 1o o
hoap of undistnzgushable ruawn, brave old
Das Wimpften hid no idea of surrendering
Lut propossd that the Emperocshould place
Liwmself in tho nudstof a column of men,who
wonld eandeavour to cut their way through
in the direction of Canignan,  This was tho
blind and reckless instinct of the gallant
8,ldier, thinking only of that same ** glory™
ol which tho ZLimes speaks. The Emperor
declived to save himsclf at the coast of such
a fruitless sacrifice of hifo, and thought it
oqually honourable tu surrender to an over-
powering force. Afior this, General deo
Wimptlon assembled a council of war, com
posed of about thirty-two general oflicers, to
consider the situation, when it was docided,
only two diseentient voices objecting, that
as auy fresh struggle would but entail the
useloss sacrifice ot many thousands of men,
the capitulation should be signed, We
may safely conclude from these notable in-
stances that the pernicious notionof the
TLumes that it is one of the duties of a com
maudor-in chief to raiso for himsel( a monu*
ment of so0 called * glory’ on the bodies of
men uselessly slan, roceives no counten
anco from the cooler judgments of military
men themselves, who are the best judgaes i
such a case. Whoen Do Wimpflen proposed
to sacrifice & colunn of men for tho glory of
carrying cff tho Emperor, it was in tho heat
of battle, and an hour afterwards, in the
midst of his most experienced generals, ho
decwdod otherwise, Lee, feeling for a mo
ment tho tempation like De Wimpfien,
decided for himself in accordanco with

the inspirations of humamty and sound

polioy.

But the ZTimes suggests, if it doss not
absolutely aftirm, that if Bazaine had passed
the German lines with only the skeleton of
an army the servico to his country would
have been #o great as to deservo itsgrati-
tude. But is this really 80? Lst us con-
sider what might possibly have happondd
had the investmont of Motz boon
voluantarily abankoned by the Germans, and
if Marshal Bazaine, known to be devoted to
tho Government by which hoe-had been seat
into the field, had commenced—as he then
must have done—his march on Paris, Was
there no danger that the Republican lavies
«  Gambetta would cross bis path, and, if eo,
waat would have been tho consequences?
Lot us hear the Times once more: The
restlessness, the lack of any institution or
suthority capable of commanding unreserved
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devotion, which is tho chronic disease of
France, is socn in its worst symptom
¢ Baziines fall'' Why, the gravamen ot
tha charge against Bazaino is, that be pro
{served his dovotion to the Empire to whach
the and his soldicra had aworn allegiance!
T2 he possessed the versatility of a Trochu,
thoe restiessness of a Gambotta, or that tatat
supploness of character which hns charactor
ized 85 many PFrenchmen high in authouty,
I o might indeed have inurnvlated luis acmy
instead of surrendering it. But aftor nil, 1f
the destruction of the Comunune, anl tho
rosuscitation il tho Fronch army since tho
close of tho war, have boen of any sorvico to
Franen, it is worthy of consideration hiow far
tho country wis indebted for theso results
ty lis conservalive policy.

But the Times goes on to say: **Assam:
ing, aswe must, tho finding of the court-mar-
tial to be true, it i3 France which is tho real
vicim of Bizaino's ‘carcer.” In the first
place, why musé wo assume the infalhibility
of a court composed of half a-dozon obscuro
generals headed by an Orleanist prince?
Frenchmen aro themselves divided in
opinion as to the justice of the verdict, and
why must Eaglishinen be of oue mind on the
subject? We havo tho evidenco before us,
and the old British love of fair play compols
us to be guuded, not by what other people
have «'ocided, but by what that cvidence
points by, and what must be the logical con
clusion from it.

'ie truth is—and it cinnot be too strong-
ly insisted on—the situation in the then
stato of krance was one of unprecodentod
dificulty. Those who contend for the
observanco of o hard and fast line between
wilitary and political circumstances in this
particular instance forget that theso two
cloments in the constitution of a Stato were
at that time everywhero nungled in astaw
of chaotic confusion ; and Gambotta bimselt,
the most violent accuser of Bizune, more
than any other man in authority, subordina-
ted military to polilical considerations in ns
administration of the army and his distribu-
tion of commands, if notin hisverysteatvgy.
This part of tho quostivh is one upon
which the Japso of timo may be expected to
throw much additionsl hight, 1t extonds
from the situation of Metz to the whote con-
duct of tho war, and the appointmonts
made by Gambetta in the south and oast of

france. However, Ve victis! the last kick
at tho sick lion i3 given by the leading
journa.l

The Anglo-Brazian Iimes clams the
acquaintance of & living Brazilian who was
born on the 29th May, 1693, and who is con-
soquently in his 178th yoar, Don JYosa
Martino Coutinho is, we aro assured, slill in
possossion of his mental faculties, and tho
oaly bodily ailment he complsins of is “‘atift
ness in the legjoints,' which, for a gentlemin
of his years, i3 hardly to be wondered at
In s youth Coutinho fought £s & soldier in
Pornambuco sgainst the Dutch, and rem-
embers the most notable facts in the reigns
of Don John V., Don Jose, anl Douna Maria
1. Ttis added that ho can co mt 123 graul-
children, 86 great grandebil ‘ron, 23 groat
geeat grandobildren, and 29 great great
great grandeluldren, which 1+, perbaps tho
astonishing part of tho story.

A firo in Constantinoplo, on Monday
night, destroyed over one hundred houses,
including tho residence of the Grand Yizer.

Spain has provisionally recalled hor diplo
matic representatives from Berlio, Vienna
and sevoral other Europoan capitals,

In Alsaco the French caudidates for the
German Reichstag have been clected by
overwholming majorities.




