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cept bg consultmg the State papexs and
despatchos of both parties, and 1econciling,
if possible, .thar discrepancies. This very
affeir of Wyoming is one instance, the Jano
McCrea murder anothey, of ‘the style in
which the imagmations of the writers, ifnot
aworse motive, has laboured to givo the
world » narrative of evonts charactorized by
the total absence of overy fact conmnected
with the original transaction. Later Amori-
can witters are forced to confess this fault,
and Lossing, m his ** Fi0ld Book of the Revo-
lution,” repudiates bLoth stories as more fic-
tions, giving ample authority in fact at
Wyoming, Brant was not only not there, but
it is & well understood fuact that he was em-
ployed at 150 miles distance, and the whole
affair wad®one of thoso itregular actions
brought on by the demi-savages aided by
real savages on both sides.

In revonge for this the mixed Indian and
white settlements at Mondilla and Anaguaga
upon the upper banks ot the Susquehanna,
containing & tory population, were in their
turn ravaged and destroyed.

The French Ambassador had departed
from London after tho delivery of tho re-
script apnouncing the allianco between
France and the revolted Colonies without
thé formality of taking leave, and the Eng-
lish Ambassador left Paris in a similar man.
ner.  Thiswastoall intents and purposes a
‘hostile demonstration. In the dockyards
and arsenels of Franca all wus bustle and
preparation; troops were Inuried down to
the coast under pretenco of an invasion, and
everything tended to show thatthe struggle
about to bo undortaken was one of vast
magnitude and momentuous issues.

In Great Brituin the people had been
divided on the question of using coorcion to-
wards the Colonists, but the moment French
intervention batween the XKing and his sub-

Jjects became a fact the nation was united as
one man on the subject of punishing such
perfidy and dececit. Unanimoeus as tho peo-
ple were on this subject the unvrincipled
leaders of the opposition and their imme-
diate adherents not only deprccaed the
idea of reducing the rovolted Colonies by
force, but actually rejoiced at their victories.

Warlike preparations wore pushec forward
with viger, tho militia embodied, and be fore
the French fleet could leave their ports
twenty English ships of the line were in the
channel, This flaet was commanded by Ad-
miral Xeppel, a brave and oxperienced offi-
cor, highly popular in tho navy, but unfor-
tunately politically attached to the opposi-
tion—for the ministry still altempted to
conciligte that unprincipled faction by tak-
ing from amongst them those officers neces-
sary to command thoe army and navy. Howe,

. Clinton, Burgoyne, and now Keppel, and in
cach and overy case the choice was unfortu-
nate.

In the Victory, of 100 guns, 27 years after-
svards immortalized as Nelson's flag-ship at
Tmfulgar, he gailed from Portsmottth on the

12th of June, 1778, and during his cruise
hostilitios wore compenced botween Great
Britain and Franco. While at Son off' the
Lizarg, on the 17th of June, two French
frigateswero scon yeconnoitering, and orders
were given to chase and bring them wnder
the stern of the Admiral's slup. One of
them, tho Licorne of 32 guns and £30 men,
being unable to escapo consented to sail
with the fleot, but on the following morming
sho made sail as i designing to escape by
going about in stays on a difterent tack, a
shot was fired acroas hor, when in an instant
sho poured her whole lroadside into the
British ship America und iunnediately struck
her colors.  What renders this so singular is
the fact the Captam of the ficorne was then
in wnicable conversation with lord Long-
ford, the Captain of tho America, whoinerely
sent her under the stern of the Victory.
The other frigate was the far-famed Belle-
Poule, chased by the Avethusa, a fruitful sub-
Jject of song and story. She was well in with
tho coast whon hailed by the latter, apd told
to bear down to the fleet, On her refusal a
shot was fired across her bows which was re-
turned by a broadside from the Kkrench
frigate, and a spirited action commenced at
«close quarters for two hours, whon the Belle-
Poule sot her foresail and stood in for the
coast, amongst rocks and shoals whaere she
could not be followed, but she was towed
out of danger next day by boats from shore.
fha Arethusa was badly cut up in sails and
rigging, had eight men killed and thirty-six
wounded. The Belle-Poule had forty-eight
kilied and fifty-seven wounded, besides baing
much shatteréd in the hull. A third vessel
or schooner, mounting ten guns, called the
Courior, was captured by the 12.gun cutter
Algrt at the samo time. ‘Lhe reasons of the
great loss on the Frouch side arises from the
fact that it was the custom to overman their
ships and that in fighting tho weight of their
fire was directed at the spafs and rigging
while that on the English side was wholly
trained on their hvll in which every shot
wid on life orlimb. From the Licorne's
papers Keppel discovered that the Fronch
floet consisted of 32 sail of the line, and hav.
ing captured the Pallas French frigate ho
sailed to Spithead for reinforcemonts.

On tho 11th of July he again sailed in
quest of the Fronch, his flact consisting of
tho Victory, 100 guns; Queen, Formidable;
Duko, Sandwich, Prince George, and Qcean,
of 90 guns each; Foudroyant, 80 guns; Cor-
ageous, Thunderer, Valliant, Torrible, Ven.
geance, Monarch, Hector, Centaur, Shrows.
bury, Cumberland, Borwick, Elizabeth,
Robust, Egmont, Ramillies, 84-guns ecach;
Exater, Stirling Castle, Bienfaisant, Vigilant,
Worcester, America, Defiance, 64 guns each;
six frigates, tiwo fire ships and one cutter,
carrying, exclusive df frigates, 2,268 guns.
The French fleet under the command of the
Comto d'Qrvilliers, sailed from Brest on the
8th of July, it consisted of ono ship of 110

guns, ono of 92 guns, three of 80 guns, thir-

tion of 71 guns, twelve of 64 guns, one of
50 puns, and thirtoon frigates, carrying, ox-
clusivo of frigates, 2,222 guns, und as tho
vessols wore larger than those of tho British
fleot thoy woro armed with heavier artillory
und throw a weizbitier broadside, notwith.
atandmg the cisparity in the number of
guns—the English floot numbered 30 line-
of-battlo ships, tho French 31,

On the 23rd of July Loth: fleots cane m
sight, but tho French being ¢y the windward
ovaded all attempts to bring on an action.
From this till the 20th the Fremch bore
away, followed by the English in order of
battle, but Keppel finding that from their
superior sailing the French ships were grad.
ually slipping away, and that tho order of
battle compcl]ing each vessel to rogulnte its
rato of sailing by that of its consort in the
line, and the wind shifting about four points
Keppel gave tho signal fm a general <hage,
for, small as the shifts of wind harl boen it
loft the question of avoiding or accopting
battle no longer with the French. The
British fleet consisted of three divisions, the
windward or vangecommanded by Sir R, Har-
land, Vice Admiral of the Red, the centre
by the commander-in-chief .Admiral Hon. A.
Keppel (blue), and the lee or rear division
by Vico Admiral Sir Hugh Palliser, of the
Blue. Tho ships in this latter division did
not chuso with that alacrity of spirit so com-
mon to British seamen in the face of an
enemy and Keppel was obliged to signal the
Vice Admiidl to chase to windward, At 9
a.m, the British being on tho port tack close
havled and the Franch on the .tarboard
tack, the latter attempted o form their line
of battle, but instead of lufling up in the
wind they wore, thus throwing them closer
to the British fleet, and as the operation“was
unsuccessfully. performed it threw them into
confusion, At 10.45 a.m., being then upon
the weather quarter of the enemy, the
British flest tacked, but the wind heading
them thoy fell more to leeward. Soon after-
wards a heavy squall cawe on and on iis
clearing the French fleet were to lceward
endeavoring to form on the port tack.
Comto d’Orvilliers finding he could not cross
tho British van with his whole fleot deter-
mined to bear up, and passing along theiyr
lino to the windward. At. 11.40 am. the
Victory opencd fire upon theBretagne, Ville
de Paris, 92, and ecach ship of the French
floet as sho passed to the windward. The
British van suffercd little loss, but the rear,
under Sir Hugh Palliser sustained considor-
able loss owing to an accident on board the
Formidablo and the bad bandling of the
vessels, At 1.30 p.m. the French fleet hayv-
ing passed along the line Xeppel
made the signal to woar and follow the
onemy, but many of the vesstls having re-
ceived shots between wind and water on the
starboard side could not continue on the
port tack, the Admiral was therefore com-
pelled to wear on the starboard tack and

J edge away to cover his Qisabled ships. After



