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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lxssox L—Soroaoxn Anoixtep Xixa.—Ocr. 4.
{t Kings i. 28 39.)
Goroex Tgxt.—* Tho fear of tho Lord is tho beginning ot
wisdom." - Psalm oxi, 10,

olomon’s dream (v. 5).
ANAm‘sls.—Solomon’o prayer (v. 6.9),
pocdy anewer (ve. 10-15).

Tiue ANp Pracg.—B.C. 1015, Gibaon.

Venrse oy VERsE.—V. 5.  Ghbaon."—An ancieud oity five
miles nocthweat of Jorausalem. It was o sacred@ plsce, and the
anocient tabernaole was thore. * Tho Lord appeared.”—On tho
night after Solomon had offered saoriflces,

Ve. 6.  Tals geeat kindnogs.”—David himeolt regarded this
a8 his orowning meroy. (1 Eingsi. 48.)

V.7 “Iam but a little child.:*-~1L'hat ie, in oxperience, His
z3e was aboal twonty yeers. ‘‘ To go vut or come in,'—An
oxprossion sigailying partioipation in publio affairs.

V. 8.  That cannot ba numbered.”—The Jowich peopls pro-
bably nambered about six millions at that tims, bat the conquests
of David had brought into subjsction many neighboriug tribes
and nations, 8o that the snbjeois of his kingdom must have been
in number far beyond this.

V.9. * An anderstanding heart.”—A olear judgment in tho
adminiatration of his daties as king. * To judge thy people.”—
The functions of the jadge, were included in $hose of the King,
bus tho expression yudge bere doubtless includes all tho work of
administezing the government.

V. 10. ** Tho speech pleaead tho Lord.”—It looked to no selfish
end, but solely to tha good of his peopla and $he responsible duties
the Lord bad 1aid upon him.

V. 11, “* Has not asked for thyself long life.””—There wa3 no
thooght of eell in Solomon’s prayer.

V. 12, « Have doae acoording to Thy Word.”—~That ie, have
grantoed thy patition. ¢ Bo that thero was none like Thees,”—The
Y.ord not only granted his petition, but mado him the wiaest of
all the kings of Ierael.

V. 13. ** And I have also given thes that which thou haet not
asked,”” If hohbad askod for riches and honor he might not have
sscured them, but the Lord gave them also, and he bcoame the
richest of kinge.

V. 14. “Ifthou wilt walk in my ways.”—In obadience to my
commaunds. * Will lengithen thy daye.”—The condition upon
which this promiso was givon was no$ obeerved, and so the
promiico wag not falfilled, and Solomon did not live and reign
evon a» long as hia iather David, bat died whon he was not more
than sixty years of age.

V. 16. ** A dream.”—Yet it was morethan an ordinary dream.
‘*Cams to Jerusalem.”—From Gibeon. '*Beforothe ark of the
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osvenant.”—This had been carried by David to Jerusalem and
placed in a now tabsraacle. * Buarri offerings.’’--Expressing
entire oonsceration to God. ¢ Peace offeringe,”—Ezpressing
fellowship with God and aesorance of His favor. ** And mnde a
feast.” In conuncotion with the sacrifices.

Tuoveuts.—Like Solomon wo are commanded to ask. Itis
our daty to ask, Asking is an important part of our roligion.
*Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath.” Like Solomon, we
havo but to ask, and God will give. ¢ Every one that askoth,
receivath.” «If any of you lack wisdom, lot him ask of God,
who giveth to ell men liborally.” Jas., i, 5. If <wa have not
wisdox, bleesing, pardon, peacs, it i3 all for want of asking, but
the dicpasition of tho heart and the desire must bo for God's
glory, or colso our words sre vain. * Yo ask, and receive not,
bioanss ye ask amiss, that yo may oonaume it apon your lasts,”
Jas. iv. 8. Like Solomon, let us ask tho best gifts. We are left
to obooze, and when the question is pressed, it is an iroportant
time in Life, ¢ Covet earnesily the best gifte.” WWisdom thatis
from above is first puro, thoa peaceable, gentle, casy to ba
en‘reated, foll of mozey and good fruits, without partiality, and
withont hyprooisy,” Jas. jii. 17. And such was tho kind
Sslomon needed in bis great work as king. Only such does God
givo. Choosing tho beas, the greatest, we obtain the lesser gifts.
Gogd givos ““exceoding, abundantly, above all we ask or think,”
when wo desira good from Him. Solomon was prepared to hear
from God. He had gono with his people to worship God. This
dsy was spant in serviog God. His prayor was accepiable fo
God, and he received the assuranca at nigh that it wasanswered,
His heart was poepared {or the anawer. He was slone with God
whan it came, Prayer and devotion alone beforo God proparcs
us to receive hig gifts,

IrnLosTRATION,—I¢ Was & beantiful avtumn when AMiss T—
entered college, Her hopes and ambitions wore high, and she
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oxpooted to have smooth gailing. Bome months bofore, she had
boon induced to reud a weokly papor which contaiued sontinued
storics, of rather an oxoitingcharaoter. It was quito & now thing
for Miva T———for sho had never allowed horsol! timo from ber
studics, and homo duties, to read such litorature. But beosuco
eho appeared to bs 50 ' ons of date,” as they told hor, sho took up
the story paper, in order to ** koop up with tho roat.” 8ho ontored
collogs. Hcr now studies charmed her, 7o sho found that tasto
for ligut reading was epoiling hor momory, and valling her
thoughts away from good thinge. Sho did not toll her tomchor
ono word acont bor $rial, but ho was a noble Obristian xan, and
had tor many yoara taught among young people, and woll know
tho tomptations thas como into their livor, Very soon his pupils
bogan to respeot him as a fathor, and take his counsel, Among
bis leotures, which waro like fathe:_ , talke, ho tonched vpon the
subjeot of novel reading, YWhat an unfolding of stariling facte ho
presented! 1Whas torrible wrecka rad been made, of many,
throogh the habis of novel reading. Ho urged upoan bis olase, a8
sons and daughtors to settlo the question, it it wore not already
sottled, that nono of them wonld orar be caught in the awtal
snare, whioch Satan laid by choozing cheap literature, That
leoturo took hold on Miss T——. Bhosaw her own pioture. Her
0age was surely fast becoming like many Jsthers, whom hor teacher
desoribed, TWithout telling any ono her emotions, sho wont home
that night thioking deeply. 8leep would not releaso her from
theagony of her mind. She concluded the quoation by deolaring
she would take her teachor’s advice. From thas day she olimbed
upward, and ber lite doveloped into ono of peace and delight, and
her tnfleence and example over tendoed to lead the young to follow
hor footstepy.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

Wortv’'s C. E, Pravea CoaiN, Scsigor yor OcrobER:—For
Our Missionaries. Pray eapeoially for those migsionaries laboring
in hard, discouraging, and perilous flolda. Pray for the
¢ yoluntears,” who are making ready to go to tho front.

DAILY READINGS,
Our Best.

First Day—~Tho Lookout Committee—2 Cor. v. 20.

Second Day—~—The Prayer-meeting Committee—3 Chron. vii. 14.

Third Day—The 8ooial Committeo—Neb, vii1. 10.

Fourth Day—The Flower Committce—1 Chron. xvi. 29.

Fifth Day—The Sunshine Committee—Rom. xii. 10.

Sixth Day—Tho Birtbday Committco—Psalm xo. 12.

Praxer Merrino Toric, Oot. 18.—How CAN WE IMPROVE oUn
Coxurree Work? Alatt. xxv, 14-3). (A mceting to consider
the work of all the Committeer.)

Every redeemed maon is called to bs a witness for his Lord.
Not only by & godly walk, but by personal effort maset I serve and
mako known my Lord. MMy tongue, my specch, is one of the
principal means of intercoarse with otbers and icfiaence upon
thew. Itisbut a hall dedication, when I do not also bring the
offering of the lips, o speak for $he Lord.

Such work must be the work of love. Lot gouls fcel that you
love them tonderly. Lot the bhumility and gentleness of love, as
this was to bo seen in Jesus, be scen aleo in you. At every turn
sorronder youraclf to Jesus to be fille2 with His love : nos by
fecling but by faith in this love, can you do your work,

Suach work muet be the work of faith, of faith working by lovo:
{aith that the Lord desires to use you and will uso you.

Bo not afraid oa accountof your wesknoss : learn in theBoriptures
what glorious promises God from timo to time gave to thoss who
had to speak for Him, Surrender yourself continually to God to
bo usod for the rescuo of souls, and take your stand on tho fact
that Ho who has redesmed you for this end, will for this end bless
you. Althoogh your work is in weakness and {ear, althongh no
blessing appoara to come, ho of good ocourage: at His timoe, we
shall reap. Be filled with faith in the powor of God, in His
blessing npon you, and in the cortainty of tho hearing of prayer.

But above all,—for this is the prinoipal point,-—~carry oat this
work in followship with Jesns. Live closely with Him—live
entirely for Him—lot Jesus te in all your own lifo and He will
epeak and work in you. e fall of the blessing of the Lord, full
of His Spirit and His love, and it cannot bo otherwies than that
you should bo a blesging. You shall be ablo to tell what Heis
continually for you. Yon shall have thoe love and tho coursge,
with all humility, to pat to soula the question, * Ia it well with
you? Havs you indeod the Lord Jesus as your Baviour?"” And
the Lord will mako you oxperienco the rich blessing which is
promisod $o thoss who live to bless others,

Young Christian, ba a witnoss for Jesus, Live &3 ono who is
wholly given away to Him fo watch and to work for His honor,




