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Adventures of a Drop of Water.

® X. STUAKY,
——

1 was Gorn & xreat m3ny yoors aZ0~—30 many toat
1 can tandly teli howold I am ; but 1 wasboro o
tho wurld befure the groea Selds and the troos and
tho fowers which you 806 Lad avy cxistence. Iatw
ooe of a very sumerous family, and bave geacrally
(ived fo cumpany with miny of wy brotaers, bot
somctimes, too, 1 Lavo lived alone. Wae aro & very
iodusirious family, never belog for a moment idle,
snd wo have lived slogly or in compauy,as tho
oature of our wurk for the ime might call for. 1
have bocn tn cvery pertof the world, and haro Jent
a haud o ajmaust everythiop done init, 80 that the
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plled, and fhe maguitude of oue work locressed.
A stary (which 1 hope you bave all resd)1s told of
& prince, who by putting on a Uttle red eap, be-
came lovisible, and he had thea only to wlah him-
sell {o any part of the world, to be thers immedl-
ately. By jolnlog Liands with a sunboam, I bhave
often Liad the experionce of the prince, at loast so
farsd {0 bo lnvisitie, Wo had ooly to obey cer-
taln laws by which wo wore goverued, to boat avy
placo doslired In a very abort time. I have floated
for days, or even wocks at a time through the alr,
geoenally makiog a visit to the carth at oight, mhen
I asaumed a visible form and was called dew, Oa
these vislts my work was to refresh the tired and
thirsty plauts with which the exrth becamecovered,
20d 30 belpthsm to gruw. In the mornlog I would
ise oD favlsiblo wings, and Soatlag sgaln through
the alr, descend to repeat the samo work on the

1.1mtory ol my sife wouid bo almost cqual to & history

return of night. Al other times we would descend

and next time sou soe the spow coming dows
quietly, 1o largo foathery aXes (for it 1s then thay
the stare 2ro tnost perfectly formoed), catch & faw
on a dark woolea cloth and look at them through
& magulfsiog glass; quite & commun, cheap one
wllldo, Tou wlll soe thie most beantlful six-rayod
stars you can possibly imazloe. You will find them
in woro fonmns than you are llkely to count, but
with all the sadety, they aro all slike {n this, that
they are six rayed, aud that each llitle projeciing
speat on the rays le sct at a0 anglo of slxty degrees
from its poighdor. Perhsps yon may think such
beaaty was only made to be lookedat and edmlired,
but fa this form onr special work s 1 keep the
earth warm, 1o robo tho flowers and grass and
}lsuts of every kind fu s warm covetlng and keep
them from the winter's cold. Qur spocial work, 1
sald—for near to us fo our form of snowZakes Les
ot soother transformation, on uondesrgolng which

ol the saxid, Bot §xo ;aaced telte: accustomed
1 stalng thea tellizg of things done | and moce
wrer, & full roaakd of my life would occapy bol
v Ix 2 volame, 2 & lhiteary , so 1 shall 3t joosont
HCDNG Onig & s of the wondcrful things that
hate bappeed to e, of ia xhich 1 have at rarious
times Licpe 3 part. Owee of the 8rsd wicks §a which
our {3y was cazaged, was moukldiag the form o
s %id «! cars— fis cvmtincals and isdands,
MOsIAID TIDLCR, Tans and the lide. In thh
wor s we Lad sevomal puncricl allic, chic! amoag
wlich was the aaalizht.  Jodoed, in alioost every
alcTpre In wbich we canagal, sonlight, as a j
gowarfal beljxr, wemd wih us band i3 baad
s 909X o amd-Loilding occepied vs for 2 Joag
tie, a0 13 K3 pveicrmance we had msay cariots
exneriencrs Ve bad oy Gmany malcials froe the )
sl Nk, cter Blich we Sonad, and thasport
theem tnCher rohae. Qe St SeposRs were fol-
1.-we] 17 et saerraaite 0pes, and as 1ime wonl
m, w e Nere eslId 1 culiert & LT0RLES Tancty of
mat~rials 130 was Al 80t jrasdle—eo fOraing, In
oo wm hm Witk the okdiet forvrs Delotw nfesTed |
10, e d? Temt ptrala mak's umictiic thy surface
o U carth 13 tlose we oDt j@2az0s wdich %o
09.J 1ratvrec at wil, amd which ®e cmlanilt 1
caled In e cane ol our e, Manyaball we
£, ed Mt A Wikl leap we ik futn Sepdls
158 &~ Y miath-matde, Mt neTre goe ded we
AT P .ar JOTTOAC OF Juso st waY  VWa ostablieded
& -2 SIRem ol CrmmEeIed bR Jetween The
42 Hlaladt jarns of e w “nl and allera e, §
13- el paw cajed levd was nand shae the |
Weas 39 W WA BAMAG viincticelt:  Siace thea
o 1408 o1 T 2Ty bave Leed Creally ekl

.
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in 2 mote dense form, and :.m then called nala.
Our work was moch the same as the dew. with
scvonal added Jepartaacnis. TWe seak into the soll

tv the 1ools of the planis, a0d cartiod thest food }

which wo had gatbeced o the alr. e ponctrated
betxoew the particles of soll and opcocd 2 way foo
the Toots 10 follow &3 12 soarch of othes kinds of
food which they foudd in the carth., Wea cathered
in hollows of the rocks, froca which we tasaed s3
EpNiDgR, aod ¢vec Iacroasiag Iancrabder as wo wond,
bocamne riievs, 32d 30 travelled oter the snrfsce of
the carth o channcls, which wo aliarnztely fonad
and formacd. Socoo of these tivess, soch 33 the

} Mislsslppl 23d the Amazos, are very latge, and

elr Infoenco can scarcely D¢ astimaitsd oo the
cocairice tbrough which they Sow  Others asc so
soall a3 L. be aalled orely crecks—bat all, Jarze
oc samll, are cagaxed Ia the DeacBocal woek of
wilerlog the corth and Moz 11 Jov the dwelllag
place of e 32d § almals, as weil a3 of reorlable
Hfe. In thia form tow, we kate dame 2 Srvel dea)
of e s2me kind of wark of which I spoke as done
by thcoocen, viz. changiag the form of the carth
by carryiag portioas of it aleay wih 2y, 2ad S
positiag thema chiledy at oot Jouracy's cad, whichis
slwars the poa. Froo 1his we 252la rise faxa davisl
Ble {orta 10 Irporl 0T Jourdye avound the woclkd

Rot this {5 202 1he oaly transiocmziion 1 have
odecpons. By tde 1a8 of the #53d we
wer ssadered 12vLe—Il 13¢y wors o I a
luge eesore withdraws, we were edaaged Into
mytivds of 150 ol beanilifnl stars. Toa dave
eea thom hundreds of times, though pochaps 390
are pevee Jooked clasely emacsh 10 Ewew haw
baacitial they wese  Vom call oo s»owfakea

coae saowlakes bty the withdrawal, §a a large
¢, of the Yo , after we have deen
chnxzod a0 vapor—ia other words, whea wo meed
acamentol alr cold enacgh 1o freeze us. As yapor,
we traverse the regloas of the alr througbott the
l whoke world , as sao%, we can fall onlyfa latitndes
wbete the alr wiill coogeal us.  Ia warma covatsics,
the alr pear the cxrth Is always oo tnch beated to
do tilg, ot as 2iris not nesrly 90 £ood & coodoc
207 of heatas hs cartd, a3 we monst wpwand we
oflca 824 alr cold coougd o chasge Us 1310 800w,
0! course we caa only romaln on 1and which is as
i cald 23 the alr, 30 Ia theer countsics ws fal] only
oa 1be ope of bizh oountalag, Theve wo reaals
wxfl Jayor upoa layer has fallec, 324 the waight
ol the opper obes, with the cold coatizned or fa-
,mud.)nmudlh oryRals in 1hose delow
i 1alo 2 30ld mass, kmown by the gomonal mamse of
Jee, bal 1a tis jarticolar Jocma caVllod ghaclan,
Thea, as ore weteht is addod abore, the s Do
‘th:uwcdonthm. vory slow {s
s [rogress, but UMl K motex. AflcT 2 Ue 1B
: Tearhos warmer ake, £ad Jis owex porilons begta to
! mell Webuve azain Locome wales  Some of OV
20w slnX 1320 the 3oll and motthd 3 luzuriant
Lroxih of plamt Wie, some form spoiacs and
st and T on 20 canry Jelfreshing and
Beacts whererer wo £o, dever aloppiag, vaill as
befora. we reach ocs dome, e ocess. Bt
orza some of the urticioa composiaz R hate
Bova 3ok frec, the tlackes sl resmalas.  Presd soow
Nl on a2 Delghis roncws Wie ke as atas N &s
eked, add focas 30 faexhanmtidle rrecTolr Sroay
Wikl the 23reama xoe supyliod. ~—

' oardaties are widely different. We can oaly be
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