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in apostlio times, and ini the gencrations more li.
modiately following the lives of tho aposties. Tlîey
wore une-in faith on the Son of Ood! Tliey were
one iii rocciving and walking accorcling to, the
holy Seriptureg. But they wero probably not "une"o
in many details of church.life or belief. They liad
learnod ta bear and forbear, and to rqjoie whon
souls were converted-even if they did ilot adhiero
to, tho particular set of opinions on non.essetutial
matters, whiohi tbey theuiselves hield.

It needg very littie «Imachiîîery " for a few
dozens, or a fow hunidreds of Christians, to carry
on a Il Chnrch of Christ," so as ta, nake it Ila light
in a dark place." But it neod8 mucli of Grace!1
and this being present, ail wiIl bu well!

Isec no way of getting riglit, but by going.
back and bcginning right. What would becoine
of our denominational nissionary societiei and
denominational colle-es, I don't know, except açi
they are turnied into undenominational ones-a
feat nuuch easier done than many peuple imaginti !
I see, this year, that thu London Missionary
Society, which though considered Congregationai,
bas always had an unsectarian constitution-is
empbasizing that feature of its corporate life.

I would suggest wlîat rnut, 1 thiîik, bu the
beginning of this great reform-a reforni, wvhich,
when accomplished, will shake Satan's kingdoîîî ta
its centre! and that is, a seheine wh1ereby a
minister may bu freely invitcd to supply a pulpit,
or Ilexchange"» pulpits, or beconie a pastor, froin
one presont denomination ta anotiier; or a pro-
fessor f romi one donomnational collegle ta another.
Peuple wili nover cornu togethor, tili they get
somewhat acqzzainted witli une atiother; and I
know oi nu other possible "lfirst step," su feasiblu
as this for a first step-and a stop su invitingly
within roach. 1 have a very Iow opinion of either
the wisdam or the sincerity of the deliverance
of the Lambeth Conferencu o! the Church of
England, respecting Church Union, while their
pulpit8-(as with the Episcopal Chureh in Amer-
ica), are still obstinately clused ta ail otiier
miniaturs than their awn; and wliere in undenomi.
national conferences of ministers for fellowshiip
and devotion, their clergymen are seldoni or neyer
seen.

Our difficulties are neither unique nor unprece-
dented. In the aposties' days the Jewish Chureh

clung to cirouincision, quitu as strorigly as the
Baptiets now do ta immersion. Some of t)îem
disputeci Paul's call ta apostleship, quite as vi'gor-
ously as a Il'Ohurchînan " disputes the ordination
of Il'Dissonters." Many Judean Clîristians woeo
just as cager ta, have the Churcli nîodelied after
the lîierarchy of the temple, as any prelatist of the
present day. While many Greeke and Grecian
Jews, were as enthusiastie to have tho Churcli
formed on the miodel of thoir popular civic asseni-
blies, or on thu democratie mode] of the indepen-
dont synagogues, as any "lLatter Day' tian of
Crom'vell'a timu, or any moaderni Puritan among
ourselves !

Let tue rccount the probable steps in thu
preliminary processes of this great refortu (1)

Aconviction of iLs being a right thing. (2) A
friendly discussion of iL, in ail its bearings. (3)
An oft sitting by cach otlîer's ecclesiastical Ilire-
aides "-in other words, ufton and friendly inter-
communion, in puw, and iii pulpit - what thu
Gernian Lutherans have a naine for: Ilkanzelge-
tueinschaft." (4) A graduai un.sectarianizing of
our missianary societies ; a readiness ta, sund
eut te right mnan, even if lie bas been brou-lit up
on the other side of sanie ecclesiasticai jm&cc. It
would not have hurt thu Methodists ta have sent
out William Carey, nor the Church of England to
have sent eut Robert Moffat!1 (5) A dis-establisli.
mont of State Churehes. (63) A necessary and
grraduai dwindlingv away of the authority of
Couticils, o! whatever name-Congress, Convoca-
tien, Canferencu, Asseînbly, Convention, Associa.
tion--as the riglits and powers o! the local Ohiurcli
begin to bu asserted and i4sed. I cali attention to,
the word "lused "; for it is net se mnuch, ini any
case, that te local church is tyrannized over, as
that the local church has ieaned on outside author-
ity, ta, guide it in its own praper affairs, and te do
for it its own proper work !

W. W. S311Tn.

FROM TflE AFRICAN MISSION.

The fo)iowingy are extracts frein a letter ta
Toronto, dated Cisamba, West Af rica, Oct. I 9tiî,
1893, froni Rev. W. T. Currie:

'We, have.aimost finished another and a very
pleasant month. at. aur station. Words would


