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SOME ASSESSMENT SOCIETY STATISTICS.

The Spectator, in one of those elaborate tables for the

_compilation of which it is so distinguished, gave the
lapses, death losses, and membership in sixty-seven
assessment organizations for 1883, 1890, 1895, with the
ratio of death losses per 1,000 in those years. It would
require all the space in one number of Tir CHHRONICLE
to state fully and to analyze the effect of the changes
which have been made in the methods of the assessment
sacieties. As our contemporary remarks, there was
“ first, the flat assessment made upon all members alike,
without regard to age, when a death occurred,” to which
we may add, the reception of members at almost any
age without any discrimination in favor of the young,
or against those more advanced in years.

‘* Next cante the era of graded assessments, fixed as
at age of entry, the levying of which varied in different
societies, some collecting only when a death occurred,
others at stated intervals.” Tbhese metheds have to a
large extent been abandoned, and the assessments now
levied *‘approximate more closely to the natural cost of
insurance,” with a tendency more ~nd more towards the
system of the regular companies. During the years in
which the assessment system has been organized on a
large scale, what may be termed a public basis, for the
plau itself is many centuriesold for small local societies
of a semi-religious nature, a large number of these insti-
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tutions have crossed the stage like the figures which
troubled the soul of Macbeth, coming like shadows,
and so departing, having nothing substantial about
them. The tableof the Spectator gives, first, a group of
thirteen societies over twenty years of age. The enor-
mous waste suffered by the socicties is shown by the
total number of policies written in 1883, 1890 and 1895
being 74,766, while the lapses were 62,359, equal .to 83
per cent. The death ratios in some of these rose in ten
yearsto very high figures, as, from 6.76 to 10.84 ; 12.‘28
to 25.52; 8.46 10 23.49; 7.05 to 14.00. ‘The average 1n-
crease in the ratio of death losses per 1,000 was close
upon 50 per cent. between 18835 and 1893, and the per-
centage in increase of members was only 8 per cent.
Takiug the next group of thirty companies, of ages from
15 to 19 years, we have lapses in 1o years amounting to
57 per cent. of policies written. Sowe of these. com-
panies show remarkable increases in their ratios of
death losses, as, from 5.631016.92; 4.74 to I1.10; 12.45
t0 31-25; 10 60 t0 53.45; 14.87 t0 46.15, seven of them
increased their ratio of death losses over 100 per cent.
In the next group we have twenty-four companies of
ages ranging from ten to fourteen years. In these the
percentage of lapses in the 10 years from 1885 to 1895
was 45, the ratio, however, being higher in 1895 than
in 1885. In some of these also the increase in ratio of
death losses was very large, as, from 5.24 to 15.40; 9.27
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Commercial Union... 1,080,481 1,127,745] 636,015  678.87a] 339,911]  344,974] 58.4 6o.2 i 32.130.6 | go.5 0.8
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Law Uanion & Crown.' 70,014 67,436 23.006 25,488 24,304, 22,306 32.9 37-8 4 34.7]33.2 67.6 , 71.0
LiON.eeecceaeaseeeas  179,7661 383,4810 110,930, 110,505 63,302,  67,257! 01.9 59.9 1 38.1]36.4 {1 0.0 %2.3
Liv. & Lon.&Globe., 1,603,108} 1,615,128, 878,251,  go2,241 5::,969'; 504,431 34.7 35.7 © 31.9] 31.2 896 9
London & Lauc.....| 847,004] 836214, 450,534. 489,513 292,350 291443 53.2 | §7.8 . 34.5|3¢-4 | $7.7{ 92.2
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North Rrit. & Merc| 1,478,414 1,440,809,  372.971(  825,4951 478,574 477123 590 | 37-3  32.3133-1 ) 91.31 0.8
No:thern....eee «oue] 732,690  701,623]  390,0621 384,928] 230,885 237,353} 53.2 51.9  32.9: 33.8 S6.1 | 8%.7
Norwich Union......| 906,7635] 902070, 527,710 497.423 294,269, 286,573; 8.2 35-1 §2.‘1 3! 7 99.6 1 86.8
Palatine coooee venaad| 908,12 ¥63.615  597,382] 550,074 258.480’ 282,030, 63.7 63.8  31.7 \?:.6 97-4 | 96.4
PatfioliCessese savase] 175,63 185,308; 117,969, 103,510 55,5541  56,189! 67.1 56.0 . 316} ;0.0 | 98.7| $6.0
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Royal Exckavge.... 287420 260,087 150,431 129,613 2,765 84,544 56 4 49.5 | 32.9] 323 1859.: 82.3 .
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Yorkshire ...... ... 103,189" 99,028 49,508 46,790  33,005] 32,035 47.9 | 47.2  33.6] 329 8.5 i So.1
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