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The~ Iluto,, vil BosTroN lost ili tlle year ociidiný
~~iLriII1iI'.~tyx rst Iiaylîi$,4,o wli-es

lte~erl. A large perceittage of titis los:
occurred front two fires iii Ille Alites & Ilecit. huild

bg.The Fire Marshiall inIibis report coninients oil dt
uniforniity %vitl whli thc prinicipal Causes of ires
snch as spoîît.iîîeouis Caombustion, electricity, bni Coli
strtîctiaîi, rats ani tîtaîclies, e.xpiosioiîs etc., tuaitîtait
tixeir severai p)erceiitages ycar by year. 'Iblis is, liowv
cvcr, a gocd femmue iii so far as it is lielp)fil iii guidii
underwriters ini laîkiîig risks. Sticli iitniforniiity is a1 sak
basis for a law of averages, anîd directs als1o special
attentioni to partictilar classes of risks to %vliicli hnildU
îngs inay be liable. The Marshtall is clearly liot a be.
liever ii inceniidarisni. He says : I* believe it wvaîîcl
be ait exceedlingly liberal estiniate to attribite tlîrec
per ceint. of the vear's fires to iîcidarsu. is sug.
gestions are for buildings ta have stîxalier floar armas,
incombustible partitions and shuttters, autoîîîatic
sprinikler.-; roof h3'drant snica excellenît idea,
fire-proof stairways, wvitiî Combustible floor mcte-
tiotîs abolisîedl lThe Boston proportionîs of losses wcre,
seveîîty-tlîrec per cent. on contents,, andi tiveîty-suveti
ou buildings, which ratios arc recognized as lior:îîial.

TUE MUTUAL OBLIGATIONS 0P INSURER AND
ISIJHED IN LIFE I1MURANCE CONTRACTS.

W~e niow coule ta the questions of the resicletce andl
business addresses af the insured, aud thic efîcitrv.
The application blanks af inost lfe insiratnce coin-

parties cali for the street amdii nutnber ':city, towii or
village ; counity, aid. province, state or territory.
Much trouble is savcd by giviiîg very specific and
accurate directiols as ta the residenice and post office
addresses of those interested in hife iiisîtriîice policies.

The obligations of the parties iii iliterest. aire lot so
palpably nmanifest in these questions as tlîcy are iii
xnany others, but -evcrtheless saine eluint af good
fiith enters iuta thieni. Most cotupamtes %vil] îlot
readily inisure, on their ordinary plans, tiiose iv'ho live
in regions known Io be unhealthy, unusually hiable ta
dangerous fevers or diseases, or utîpro' ,ctedl froin lawv-
less elemients-at least withont imîposing sone reasit
able restriction, Iiiînititig the inisured la short terni
endowînent policies, or the charge oa a extra preîîmm
to cover what is believed ta be a iîanifestly extra risk.

The statements as ta residenice and 'ausiiîess,- addrcss
of thr applicant satisfy lte Comipany on tItis point,
detiotitig as they dIo %vhether or nal tiie proposed life is
open Ia any unusual danger froîn cliiniatic inifltenice Pr
allier evident consbiderations. To this extent thc pre-

setexposure of the risk is easily deterininaible, and
the limitationi as la residence anîd travel, withiin a statcd
titne aftcr lthe issue oif a policy, rccited ii te coîîtract
itself, or the speciai conditions govcrning il aîîd formnîg
part of it, or else contained in the warrality af the
applicant, fuliy protect the Comîpany agitst an inlen-
tiouai insuritîg for the purpase af coveriîîg a cou-
templated enhanced clintiate risk.

As to sucli changes af residence that iuay nal bc Coni-
tetnplated wvhen application for the insurance is miade,

but iiîav cevulup frontî soutie ftittite iîecessiîy. jrisilig
* tîter tlle liittited periiodl of dispnttliitv liais expired.
i the Co1îî11.111% is reaidy illtd wvillilig to take ils Chance.

It recogiàîYes iii stich a case tiat gaod faitiî was pre-
servcd by tlie inisureil wlien bis application wvas maîde,

*and il therefore acquits hit of atiy breacli ofobliga -
*tioli. anîd continues to assume the vîtlîaiiccd ri* %vitli-

onit atiy dectriiiîeîit ta lthe inistired or ta the betîeliciaries
* utder Ille p)olicy. Iii snicl cases it is custoinary witli

ilost of tlue cotuipaiies ta give the( iiircd 'such a
permit as athiorizes luis trav'el or rcsidetîce otitside c.f
the liiiiits of prohtibitioni coittaiied in tie policy, if lie

*desires it ; mnit as a inatter af fact, as soon as the pahicY
*beconies by i ts ternis iîîdisputable. tItis is really nia

lonîger iicessary.
If travel ta, or resideîîce iii, a prolhibiîcd ioc«tlity is

contcînplated wlieii the inirance is al)plied for, tItis
fact sthotulç be (istiiictly stated, andi the applicaiit
slîotild ixiake lthe best bargain lie cauî for lte extra
privileges lie desires; but uitider ia circwîiistatices
wliatever sliould lie decsceund la the list suspicion of
deceit or iisrepreseîitatiaiî. 'rlitec ataiiîtg ai a policy
by frauidulent pretetîce of this kiiîd, or by a suppression
of filcts thît oniglit ta be stated, wotild render the
policy nuli aîîd void, aiid tlîwart. the abject of tue
applicaiit iii secekiiig lthe iîîsuraîîce lie nieecls. li titis
as iii every allier respect, lîonesty is certainly tlîe best
policy, because a lufe itisuraxîce coittract that eau be
declared voici by the Comipaniy clnriîg ils period af
disputabuiity is ai nîo cartlîly use ta aîîy persan wlio is
seekiîîg ta adequtl:y l)rotect a clepeidenît %vire and
chlidreil.

Geîîerlly spa iti is n-ily travel andc residence
w'itliiiit he torrid zonie, or stati~ or counitrie.s lyiiîg con-
tiguts ta it, tat the lieé instiraice canipaiies pro-
hîibit ini thicir policies. Tieir coniduct iii tiis respect
is iiiidotiîbttdily very liberal.

The caiipanies sci( ta thxe iiîtured or hetieficiaries,
statntory niotices of prciiiiiiis tit are couîing <ue
îwlienlever the law~ requires such nîotices ; aîîd wliere nîo
sucli notification is a lega! iecessity, tliey seîid it an
business pritîciples aIlle as au net ai colnrtesy ta lte
parties iii iîîlercst.

\Vitliouit stici ntotice luec is great liability la forget
wliî preliiiîîii l)aYiii-eiits hecotue due, anîd sucli forget-
fulîiess; inliglîl. cause tic forfeitiire of ait intiratice very
îîecessary ta diose wlio sîoid ilot bie left %withlîou the
very protectiotit lufe itîsuratîce affards. Any mis-
statemiei2l af, or error iii, an acidress, or fiilure ta luatify
the Comnpany ai a cliîige iii address aiter a poiicy is
issucd, nlav cause tie failure ta receive a notice ai
preiîiinîi ttaI iniay liave euitirely escaped the recollc-
tion ai the insured. If notice is înailed, iii coinpiiauce
with a statuitary requirenient, the fault: of te instirel
whicli leaves ta the Coiîpany's kiiowledge ouiy au
incorrect address will eîîtirely relieve il froin precisely
the rcspoiisil)ility fliat the stattîte itiends ta impose.

Lufe insurance co-ý .paiiies are iii tue habit of seiiding
animal stateîîîeuîts af tlieir business staniding, and allier
literature ai iiiîerest, ta tiîeir policy-liolders, as
occasion arises. Tii practicv gives their pattous a
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