8

N st A

—— e e ——

THE YENERABLE JOAN OF ARC.

By the deoision of Popo Leo XI1I,,
acting upon tho formal recommenda.
tion of the Cardinnls who composo
1o Congregation of Rites, Joun of
Arc is henceforth included in tho
ranks of those whom tho Catholic
Ohurch hmls as * venerablo.” Al
though the ** introduction of the Apos-
tolic process,” n8 it is toohnically
styled, does not lend to canonization
or oven the minor honours of beatifi
cation, it mnrks o distinet stop forward
in that vory prolonged procedure, nnd
ita attninment shows that, at all
ovents, a prehinnary and conditional
elaim to sanctity hins been established
on behall of tho candidate. While
the Roman Catholic admirers of the

Maid of Orleans must, therefore, con- |

tent thomselves for the present with
paymg her tho lesscr sort of hemago
assigned to tho grade into which sho
bas been admitted, they may look
forward with good hopoe to the day
when they will be pernutted to salute
ber with the full honours of sainthood.
When that day comes, even those
who deny or derido tho claims of
Rome to pronounce on such matters
at all will allow that few more noble
figures have over been Lield up to tho
voneration of their follows, In tho
wholo history of the Middle Ages thero
is, no story more simple and more
sBlendid, no tragedy more mourniul
than that of the ¢ poor little shop-
herdess,” the ** paupercula bergereta,”
who by her passionate faith raised her
country from the depths of degradation
and dejection, to die the cruellest and
most shameful of all deaths at tho
hiands of her evemies. The elevation
and the moral beauty of Joan's char-
acter havo won the hearts of all men.
One of the very greatest of German
dramatists has made her the heroine
of not the least noblo of his tragedies,
aud Englishmen have long since
learnt to look back with shame on the
crimo of which sho was the victun,
and on the travesty of her ceveer
which Shakespeare seems to have
accopted for truth,

Frenchmen naturally are inclined to
fix their attention on one side only of
Joan's nature. They seo in her the
embodiment of tho exalted patriotism
which swept a.ay the invader from
their eoil. She is to them above all
things the liberator of Orleans, the
intrepid ally of Dunois, the conqueror
of Talbot, the victor of Patay. To
gome of them, indeed, her virtues
and her memory apparently are dear
chiefly as pretexts for the indulgence
of race hatreds aud even of those party
aaimosities against which lier life was
g0 signal a protest. But it ‘s not
for her love of country, nor for her
prowess in erms, nor for her mystio
visions that the world at large does
honour to Joan of Arc. It is because
in a dark and cruel time she proved
by her words and by her acts that the
trae spirit of Chmnstian womanhood
still lived amongst the humblest and
most dowatrodden of the people, and
still bore in profusion, even in the
most untoward conditions, itsown fair
fruits. It is the truth, the tendor-
ness, the purity, and the deep piety of
hier nature that appeal most to those
who love her story. The nature and
the ** objective™ reality of the Divine
voices which she hesrd, and which
guidedherthroughout her active career,
may be left by Englishmen to the con-
gideration of the ** Devil's Advocate "
and the tribunal before which he
pleads. To her at least they were
Divine, and frum the hour that they
bade her quit her f{ather's collage
under the shadow of the village church
at Domremy, until her head sank on
her shoulder with ¢the sacred name
upon her lips in the market.place of
Rouen, she felt that she must do their
bidding. The task set her was a hard
one, for she loved Ler home. Her life
was that of a simple, modest, and
devout peasant girl, as tisose who knew
her best bore witness. Ier mother
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taught her lior peasant's faith as thy
girl sat at home and learnt to sow and
apin.  8ho loved to pray ; to visit tho
villsgo church and to liston to its bolls,
Bho nursed the siek, and lnow how to
win the hearts of little cluldron, It
is touching to find her boasting bofore
lier judges that no woman in all
Rouen could teach her to spin, or to
hear of her in tho midet of her cam
paigus entering the country churches
and asking the children to pray for
her. It seems, indead, to bavo Leen
an immencd pity for the suflerings sho
had scon, and even (o somne chreo
expericnced, amongst hor peoplo,
rathee than any more chivalrous con.
caption of patriotiaw or loyalty, which
most deeply moved hor  Tho misery
of those wars waged by such monsters
as Qilles do Roth and La Hiro is
indescribable, and it was by depicting
tho pitcous plight of the kingdom
of Francoe that tho Archangel urged
hor te undertake its resous. On
tho story of hor wnrtial career
it 18 needless to dwell. Euglish end
French at tho timo seem to have
agreed that her victories were pretor.
natural. The only pont on which
they differed was whother 18 was a
ood or an evil spirit that inspired
ter.  Yet thero wero circumstances
of o tolernbly obvious kind which goa
long way to explain her first groat
juccess. Once that was achioved and
hier reputation ns somothing moro
than human accepted on both sides,
her other victories followed naturally
enough. The true miracle was the
rapidity and the completoness with
which Jaan established her ascondancy
over almost all those of her own coun
trymen with whom shecamo in contact.
Even before sho had obtained access
to the King or first raised her standard
tho people everywhore believed in her.
The strength of her will. the loftiness
of her views, and the intensity of her
onthusiagm bore down all opposition.
Tho samo qualities winch cnabled her
to impose her own convictions upon
others, onabled her to accomplish the
yot harder duty of remaining true to
herself. To thoe prisoners and wound-
cd she is gontle and tender. Iven
for the English her soul is often filled
with pity. She invites them to join
her in a crusade against the common
enemy of Christendom; and when,
with the help of some of her own
recreant countrymen, they at last
drew the net around her and con-
demned her to a horrible death, her
last words wero words of pardon to
her persccutors. In taking steps to
beatify Joan of Arc the Roman Church
ig honouring u type to which not one
nation only, but all tho world will
gladly pay homage—the typo of pure
and tender wamanhood in a sensual
and merciles < ye.—London T'imes.
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A Bid to * Braunagh.??

Mer. M. F. Waldh,—*'Baannagh’ —having
recently written a letter to the Catholic Times
of Philadciphia, correcting some misstate-
ments about Canada, the editor saya: “Wo
would be under great obligations to our
Canadian friends If they would send us an
occasions! article on oncstions of interest to
our Canadian rcaders instead of sending us
clippings to be commonted on. Intelligent
comment supposcs 1otelligont understanding
of tho qucstions at issue, and Tanadian
politics and other guestions of inverest there
are hard for us on tho south aido of tho line
to maka out. \Wo should likc to hear from
our wolcome ‘B-aunagh’ of Qttawa.”™ The
oditor of tho Catholic Times is Fathor Lam.
Lart, the celobiated antagonist of Bob Inger
soll.—Ottawa Citizen,
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Benzizer's Catholle Hone Annual, 1894

We havo just recoived o supply of this
Jery pognl:\r autiual, It contains tho usual
Eood things in tho shapo of storics, pooms,

istorical aod biographical skot-kes, and

lenty of pretty, intoresting pictures. Price

y mail 25cts., instampsorserip.  Address,
Catnonic_Rrorster Publhabing Co., Lid.,
Teronty, Oat.

Somo sermons may b pleasanter to tho
oarthly scnse than otbars, The good Cath.
olio, howoser, will liston to ali, as being
that preachiog of God's Word ordained by
Christ, Lot cvery onc find somo ncedful
profit from the acrmona ho hears.

THE CATHOLIOC REGISTER.

The Bxeelsior Life Tusurance o,

OF ONTARIO.

Fourth Annual Meoting,

Tho fourth genoeal annual meotlng of tho
Excolstor Lifo Iusurance Company was held
at tho compauy’s head oflicos, corner Ade
laldo and Viotoria strects, oo ‘L'uesday, the
13th inat, .

Tha list of sharoliolders prosont was hrgo
sol represontative, and tuoluded E. F.
Clarke, Eaq., (Presldent), 8. W, Lang, Faq.,
Itov. De Sutherland, E 1. Talmadgoe, Evg ,
Rov. 8. Tucker, John l-‘orgulonnl-isq.. M.A,,
M.D., Joteph Duggan, Eiq., Capt. Charles
Iood, David Fasken, Eej., Wm, Bell, Ald.
J. J. Grahamo of Torooto; Hon, Poter
White, M,E,, A, Yoater. En)., Pembroke;
8. J. Patkor, E«q., Owen Sound; John
Urquhart, Eq? « M D, Thomas lowarth,
E«q,and E. H Qullodgo, g, Oakvlllo;
Witliam Qillies, I33q., Carleton Places
Ueorgo K. Walr, k oy Drosden § A, F, Falls,
E+q., Cliatham ; David Barr, Esq., Renfrow,
and others

Ovor twonty of the company’s general and
district agonts -voro aluo preaont,

Tho directors’ aunual roport was tead and
unanimously adopted.

‘I'he excullont statement of the company’s
affairs and tho evidencoa of its sound and
prospervus financial condition were \'o:‘y
gratifying to tho largo number of sharchol
cra snd agonts prosent.

Thofollowing isav abatract of tho financial
statoments : -

Cash recelpts, premiuwm and fnterest.  § 44,578 24
Tota) cash reCeIPthceeccenssces <reoesa WB00 68
Total cxpenscs of manazement paynients

to poticyholders, cto . - . 20003 42
Total pet asgets ...... . e £2,043 50
Reserto... .. Cere taeave seees n

TOLAl Gross 28808 .. . ... .. cesvese
QUross turplus on policy holdcrs acoon
On moving the adoption of tho report the
Prosident said that tho share and policy
holders had overy rcason to bo gratitiod at
the condition of the company's affiirs, as
shown in tho report, as well as with tho
operations for the past year. Subatantial
tucreascs woro made in all desirablo featuron,
Tho cash recelved for Xromiuml wWas acarly
equal to that recelved during the years 1800,
1891 and 1592. The recelpts from joterest,
added to thc amount duo and accrued,
roved that the company's assots wero safo-
y aud profitably fovested. Tho expenscaof
management hud vecsaesnly incroascd dur.
fog tho year, corresponding with the in.
creasod amount of business on the company's
Looks, but he quated figurcs to show that
not only did the cympauy coutinue to com
aro most favorably with other companies
10 tho cost of securing new business, but in
the amouns of business done, and in the ratoe
of morttlity experieaced, which was unpro-
cedentadly Jow,

T'ho result of the year's operations showed
fucrcases of §4835,170 in business in forco on
tho comnpany's books; of 320,603 70 in cash
recoipts ; of $26,860 52 in rescrve, and of
of 834,806 59 in nct assats. ‘Theso figures
mvcd conclusively that tho past year had

n & most prosperous one for the company.
With total net assots of 8122,087, a net sur-
plus of 81,07 85, gross assots of §120,319,
and a gross surplus of §355,538 85, coutinued
prosperity was assuccd. ‘Lhis handsoms
showing should eaablo tho commpany’s agents
to procuro a much largor votumo of business
ut even less coat than in the past.

J. W. Linog, Esj., In acconding the resolu.
tion, atated that the Directors, and especial-
ly the membera of tho Exccutivo Committeo
of tho board, had been indefatigablein thelr
cfforts to promots the company’s welfare,
Persoual intorest had notdoen coasidored.
The prosperity of the company was and
would continuo to ho paramnount, and ho
hoped that every sharcholdor and policy
&oxdcz would be actuated by aimilar mo-

vos.

Tho Rev. Dr. Sutherland stated it gave
him much satisfaction to sco the evidences
of prosperity embodied in tho report.  The
information given by their esteemed Presi-
dent had further convinced him that the
company's future prospeots could hardly be
betier, Tho report before thom was an in-
dication that sharcholders and policykolders
might ia the c:u'l{ future oxpect reasonablo
rctucns from their javestments, Ho urged
all futecaatod in the company, and particu.
larly the sharcholders, to promote their own
interests by assiating the company and its

agonts in ovesy iblo way.

gIlon. Poter mw. M.f".. E. H. Tall.
madge, Eeq., S. J. Parker, Esq., and other
aharoholders also nddressed tho mceting,
alluding in glowing tarnis to the satisfactory
condition ot tho company’s aflairs.

Jokn Ferguton, Esq., M.A., M.D., o ve.
sponding to a vote of thanks to tho medical
director and medical exawminers, statod that
not only was the number of rejected appl” .2
tions an indication of tho caro oxercised in
tho zblection of tho risks, but the rato of
mortality experienced was without doubt a
far more accurate guide. Ho bolieved the
favarable record of the company in thia
respect had not beon surpassed.  Tho rato
of mortality cxpericnced during the year
had been 2.71.  This feature, in connection
with tho otbor favorable featurcs, angured
well for those intereated in tho company.

John Ugqubart, B, M, D., medieal
referee, wg% also reaponded, stated that
when constdering the meritsof an uppllcatlo'n
healways had an eye tlogle to the company’s
{utercats, and lnvariably gave it the benefit
of the doubt whore vuo existed, and he
trusted all the gentloman who sctod s ex-
aminers woull contlnuo ¢o act In a corres:
ponding manner, .

The President, in tonderlug the compauy’s
sgents tho thauks of theshareholders for thelr
Aﬁlo and efliclont work, atated that it gave
bim much pleasuro to seo such a large
number of uﬁcnh pressut,  They were all
gentlemen thatany company would be proud
of, Thoy had dono splendid work, and
were deserving of the utmost consideration
at tho Liands of tho sharekolders.

Masats, James Cealg and J, H. lanis made
fitting responsc.

Au Interesting discusslon took place on
the adviaability of procurivg & Domlolon
license, tut after a few remarks Ly the
Vresldent a reeolution was agreod to em.
powering the dlroctors to tako the neceasary
steps whes thoy sball Soem I$ advissble to
procure s Dominton license.”

Thoe followlug geotlamen wero olocted
directors of the vompiny for the ensuicg
yeari—E, ¥, Clarke, Eay. M, PP,, Toronto;
J. W. Luwg, K., Toronte; Han, l’.elcc
White, M P, Pembroko 1S J. Parker, l-.ub.
Owon Sound ; Kon, Senator Gowan, K, C.
M. G., Barrla s John Ferguson, Ksq., M. A.,
M.D, L. R.O. P, Toronto; Ald. John
Hallam, 'i8ronto ; Capt. John Gaskin, Kiag
ston ; John Urquhart, Eeq,, M. D., Oakrille;
J. R. Armatrong, Fsq., Ottawa; David
Fasken, Esq., Toronto: S, A. Macvioar, Ew.,
Sarnls; Georgs K. Welr, Eaq., Dresden;
and A. Foster, Esq., Poemtroko.

Altor passiog tho ususl votes of thanke to
the ofticors of tho company, tho meetiog,
which was charactorized by s most onthus.
isstlc, animated and friendly splrit, was
declared adjourncd. M

Ata aubw&uont meotlng of the Board of
Dircotors . ¥, Clarke, By, M. PP, was
nnaatmously ro-clected President, and J, W.
Lang, Eiq,aod S, J. Parker, laq,, Vice-
Presidonts, and tho members of tho Executive
Committes of 1693 wero re-olected.

Strong

Evidence
Required.

Miceral waters which requiro
gasing ano fixing up may be palat-
able but tlicir mediclosl propesties
arc scriously open to question. At
least stronger recommendations
than mercly those of the dealer
should bo looked for. Thoanalyaia
of 8t Lecon is printcd on every
bottlo and is endoracd by the groat
m-jorh¥ of the medical profession,
Henco its unprocedeated sals and
consumption.

Sold by all reputnhls Daalers,

St Leon Mineral Water Co,, Lid,

Head Ofco—Kiog St. W., Toronto.
Drauch Cor. Yonge and College.

HOME RULE.

Tho undersigned has tho bonor to
announce that he bas now in press,
and will shortly bave publishad, &
verbatem report of the specches deliv-
erod on the occasion of the first and
second readings of tho Ilome Rule
measure now beforo the

ENCLISH HOUSE OF COMMOKS.

Tho collection embraces the speoches
of Gladstone, Olark, Sexton, Saunder-
scn, Balfour, Bryco, Oollings, Rod:
mond, Russell, Labouchere, Ohamber-
lain, Blake, Hicke-Beach, McGarthy,
Davitt, Morley, &o, &c., furnishod by
a first-class atonographer employed on
the spot; and as they are the repro-
duction in book form of controversies
that aro destined to becomo of historic
intercat, the undercigued rolics on his
frionds and on tho roading publio for
their patronsge. 4 forther announca-
ment later on.

P. MUNCOVEN.

pvenem—"
———




