194

THE FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL.

called a *nictitating membrane.” This membrane appears in
many Reptiles, which got it from the Fish, and in many Birds,
which got it from the Reptiles, and in the Duck-bill, which stands
near the horizon line where Reptilo and Bird and Mummal meet,
and in the Marsupials, which were an outgrowth from tho order
of tho Duck-bill. It is not strongly devoluped in the Marsupial,
and in the Apo it has lost its functions and is reduced to a ves-
tige. In Negro and Australian men it is reduced a little more.
In tho higher races of men it is reduced still more. In Man it
uppears as 2 “semi-lunar fold.” 1Man bas reccived his eyes, ns
well as his hands and feet and limbs and {eeth and cars, by in
heritance from a long line of ancestors.

Tux Booy or Max.—Man’s body is & library of unatomical
history. Many animals have developed a system of muscles
by which they twitch the skin. Remnants of the twitching
musclo appear in different parts of the human body. On tho fore-
head they arc efficient.  On the neck they aro well doveloped,
but not eflicient. In other parts of the body they are reduced to
mere vestiges. They arc heirlooms handed down from an ancestor
who scratched less and twitched morv than Man does to-day.
Every uscless part, every hurtful part,—and perhaps all that is
useless is hurtful,—must bo regarded as historic  Sir William
Gill, the great physician of London, has lately raised a cry against
tho tonsils. Man, he assures us, would be much better off without
tonsils, a8 uscless parts aro linble to discase. More of the past is
inscribed in man's body than was written in the burned Alexan-
dria Library. Of genuine Apes two families were evolved : one
with navrow nose, is the Catarrhine Ape ; and the other with wide
noso and prehensilo tail, is the Platyrrhine Apes.  The first fam-
ily was ovolved in Asia and Africa, aud was potential of higher
unfoldment ; tho second was ovolved in America, and like so
many other Americun types its development was arrested. Man
was to come, not in America, but in Asia and Africa.

The brain of Man containg not a vestigo to show that it over
was or could have been in a higher state of unfoldment than now.
Its servant, the hand, contains not a vestige 1o show that it was
ever moro supple or more polytechnic than now. Its index, tho
oyc, contains a single vestige which shows that once it was not
ng now, the illuminating window of a soul, but a cold, passionless,
nictitating organ, like tho cyo of an owl. Tho animal within us
hias declined and is declining.  The soul within us has advanced
and is advancing. If our erganism varied so farfrom the average
of its race as to have a mind ablo to contrive advantages for the
body, creation will push forward tho intelligence; and in propor-
tion as that cares for tho body, naturo will drop her own special
furnishings. So arvose and advanced tho Man, and so declined in
his body, the structures which had equipped tho animal. When
Man armeqd his hand with a club, the canine with which Nature
had armed bis mouth, falling into disuse, began to abort.  When
he stripped the skin from an animal and wrapped it around his
own body, the hair wherein Nature bad clothed him began to fade
out. When he lcft off arboreal life, thy plaator muscle and pre-
hensilo toe which Nature had given to his foot began, the one to
abort and the other to undergo the wmodification which madoit a
fulcrum to aid in sustaining an upright Lody. Tho vermiform
appendix, tho coccygenl vertebre (or mdimentary tail), tho car-
nivorous featurcs of the canine teeth, and tho slant of tho eye
which lingers in the Mongolian wace, are heirlooms from a pre-
arboreal race.  The development of scarsorial muscles in tho sole
of the foot and in the thigh, rnd tho modification of tho hand and
foot, occurred in a2 race while becoming arboreal. The reduction
of the scarsorial muscles and the modification of a prehensils toe
into » fulcrum for the support of tho body, occurred in 2 post-
arboreal race.  Tho man-liko Apes are not strictly arboreal. The
Gorilla at times takes an erect position and walks, but not with
case, on feet well adopted for prehension.  When a maco of Apes,
owing to changes affecting the forest, or affecting the foodsup-
plics, takes more to living on the ground, it will gain advantage
hy becoming more atrictly quadrupedal or moro strictly bipedal.
Tho Baboons havo sunk into mere quadrupeds, with much of tho
form and gait of a dog. Tho Gorillas have risen almost into

bipeds with much of tho form and a little of tho gait of Man.
This Man-like Apo is in a sort of transition between a quadruped
and a biped. But Man is the only real biped. To bring the Man
up from this transitional state was the crowning achievement of
creatio . No higher result can follow. After the humsn body,
nothing ; after man, nothing but 2 belter man, What remainsg is
to work out tho beast with its appetite, and to work in the man
with his aspirations ; for the animal which lingers in our bodics
lingors also in our minds.

Fort Leavenworth, Xansas, U. S. A.

Casnu SuscrirTions RECEIVED Since Last NudMser.—J. V.
Teotzel, $2.00; S. J. Reoves, £1.00; John Sigmann, per M. H.
Hellerich, $1.00; John , H. R. Molson, £2.00; Cbas. S. Bu-
roughs, $3.00, for self, C. A. Geoffrion, and four three mounth’s
subscriptions for friends; Mrs. M. A. Jadwin, $1.09; J. J.
Halliwell, 1.00 ; E. Merrill, $2.00; A. White, seven subscrib-
g, $7.00 ; Geo. Scott, 81.00; Alex. Baird, 50 cents; W. L
Coleman, §1.00; D. S. Chrystal, 81.00; Z. Turgeon, $1.00; J.
Creaves, $1.00.

MEBEDICAT.

The Oshawa Electro Medical Institute

I8 now in successful operation, and is becoming moze popular every day.
The success that is attending the New System of Medication ought to be a
sufficient guarantec to justity all who aro suffering from disease, no mat-
ter in what form, to try its merits.

The discases in which Electricity is not applicable are very few, if any,
comu‘ucntly it would be uscless to cnumerate all the diseases for which it
specially adapted.  Electricity being the instrumentality of all life, it is
nature's own cure ; without it wo could not exist, and we are only dis-
cased when its cquilibrium is disturbed, and that cquilibnum can oaly bo
established by the restoration of the Electro Vital fluid to its natural nor-
mal condition, which is often accomplished by the administration of Elce-
tricity to the parts affected, which 1s done = vrions ways to secure the
desired effect.  For further information call on oruddress

DR, WAKEFIELD FXNTON.
At tho Electro Medical Institute,
OSHAWA.

P. S.—Patients from a distance can be accommodated wirh comfortable
lodgings and good board at moderate cxpense, convevicnt to tho Insti-
tut«;_.d Lad{ atiendants for lady patients, and all consultations atrictly
confidential,
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Prizes are immediately sont to any addreas by express or return mall.
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