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sure Ilfanding," Etc the world's cngrossing
and estranging pewcr lias impcrceptibly crept
over theu-, le teim have tlîeîr soul's ilreccu-
pied, se to speak with Cod. L& therm re-
member howv much casier it is te idredecmrt
tinie now than aftcrwards. The habit e?
wasting prcious mments and neglecting su-
cred duties, is eue wvhich "'grows '%vith thoir
growth, aud strengtliens vith their strength."

Let the carelcss listea te the summrons!
Let thera pause and î,ouder tlic perils e? thieir

* condition. Let themn fe~el that it may bc uow
or never with them ; that te ucrsist ia their
negleot is te seul andmi prcîlitcte their dooni.
There la ne time for delsy ! As ive speak,
the grains in thec sand glass are failing. Every
beat of our pulse, evcry throb of our hcart,
la bringing us nearer thie judgment. IlAvake
thou that sleelpest t» The night, is fat spent,
but though Il th7,," it 15 net yet Il spezi." Its
watohes are passin-its bours are fast nuni-
bering-but tlic star of hope stîll twinkles in
the black sky. IlHaste thee, fiee for tby life,
lest thou be cousumcd t» And as we ail bld
farewcell te another year which is closing upon
*as let us bid fnrewtll te everything ln it
ywhich bas been iaterfering with God! E are-
wcel te sin ! Farewell te squaudered mo-
ments, and prayerless days, andi unsanctified
Sabbaths 1 Farcell te lyiug vanities whichi
have rebbed Goed of His due, and defraudeti
God of Ris glory. Thus may wc bo cuiabled
te liste frein day te day la such a state of
holy preparatien, thut it will bc te us ne un-
'welcome or unexpected sumaxons, when tlic
cry shall break upon our cars, "Prepare te
nieet thy ý9od 11"

ItETROSPECT OP TUB PAST TEÂR,

Eighteea hundrcd and flfty-nine bias taken

its place umeng the dusty records of tbe past.
Whilc yet upon the threshhold of its succes-

ser, let us take a cursory glance ut a few ol

the leading e',euts that bave marked its

course. It bas bcen a st. ikirigly eventful
year, destined te occupy a large and promui.
rient space lu the page of the future bistoran,

Thei very day of its birth was a portenteuw
one in Enropean polifUes. Ou that day o:

general congratulatiorn all over the world, tbi

E mperor NapoleQn, ia the Palace of thi

Tuileries, startled grave ambassadors anc

cabinet miaisters, iu the midst of courtly ere

xnony and coaventional flutter, by the utter
ing o? werdls of ominous imuport, te the repre

sentative of Austria. Thlese words were h

first low, but certain notes, of an approachiný
Venflict between two nxîghty peoples, whîc]

was te deluge thc faircat fields ef Italy witl

Iblood; open iup a brilliant prospect for thie
enfraîîchiseinent of a long galled and noble
race, and the extension of civil and religious
liberty ia one of tho axost interesting portion.
of the globa.

This prospect, se brighit ia its opening, and
wvhich causcd the lhearts of millions to throb
witlî cagerness and hope, ha% net been renl.
ized. The sword, whiclî unsettled cverything
bias beca sheatlied witlhout liaving 8cttled
anythîng, but that of having made the year ,,

g7rand historical. epoch in the world's history.
The fieldis of Montebello, Magenta and Sol.
farino have beard the battle-cry, and wit.
nesscd the slieck of two migbty armies; but
although thousands of brave mcn have lft
theïr lives upon these bloody plains, yct tbi
confiiet, short and bloody as it bas becs, la as
yet barren of useful resuits. Austria, te he
sure, lias been huaxbled; the fair and fertile
province of Lombardy wrested fron lier
gripe--and the blessings of toleration and
coustitutional liberty extended te ber, as a
constituent part of the kingdom of Sardiait.
"But Italy, almost frantie 'wxth hope, wîth a
warm and wild affection strewing flowera in
the puth of ber faacied deliverer, bas beea
strickea with disappointment, and sue mur.

murs ad heaves 'with ecictement fearfU a4
that of ber own volcanoes.

The Pope trembles i is1 chair; the chair
itself, at one time bade fair te, be shattored to
atoras; bis undutiful subjects long te hut

hum from bis seat; the Romugna, Parma3, Mo-
dea. Sicily-every state and district ofltaly
long te rive their fetters, aad with the brave

*and enlightened monarcli of Sardinia as their
Schicf, becomne incorporated into a great, a frea
aad happy people. The slxadow of Franc*

Isurrounds the Holy Fatiier, and thus far de-
nies the consummatior. uf hopes whieh ber

*eniperor faanedl and hindled. The year
closes upon a dublous peace, a discontented

f andi tbreatening nationality. Sixty thousand
men have fallea, one hundred millions cf
treasure have been expended, but cosistitu-

1 tlonal liberty stands in f etters, yet on the fre4
-throughout the Italia-a peninsula.

Inl Engîaud the year bas been, upon thr
whele, one of preperity ami peace, but of

c uneasiness and preparation. Sîxe hears lier

; powerful neigbor loud ini professions of peaeî

i -but secs bis arroy unreduced, bis arsenal'

:L busy nîght and day la cquipping ianmcflw


