pistory, another interesting department of
wience, though still in its infancy.
Ho would now say a few words cn his-

|
|

THE MONTHLY RECORD.

51

by & study of the past history and character|for occupying this department of the mission
of the nations involved in it, how much more{field, whero so much still remains to be
likely shall we be to derive solid satisfuction|dene.

But neither is this our thems on

forical literature.  Here also o wide and,from the contemplation, asd while we deep-|the present occasion ; and yet is our title an
spacious field opens up to the diligent|ly deplore the Jmmediate consequences, tojappropriate one, for we allude to the word

student o of ki
ledge of the history of the past, it is evident
that a man can have little idea of the
morements or changes in sucicty going on
{ arouud him at the present duy.

a recreation. The listory of his own
cowutry ko intelligent wan would like to

great varieties into which mankind bave
teen divided, and of which the Cauvasian to
which we belong, i3 the leading Division.
It se want to study histo y thoraughly we
must begin with the Bible, which 1s here
iwalable.  Its narrative extends over a
wriod of nearly three thousaud six hundred
years from first to last, and ends just about
the time when the epoch of ancient authen-
tic history begins to dawn. It is for the
mxt part taken up with the affuirs of the
wwish nation, which occupies a most
aliar positien in all history, mixing it-
elf up, either direstly or indireetly, with
llthe important transactions which bave
ken place on the great theatre of the
orld.  Thoroughly to know the Jewish
oo, therefore, in all their vicissitudes of
ruge, is to know a great deal. History
ld not do without the Jews, who are the
indipal characters in the drama.  Some
dels, with greater bolduess than judge-
ot, have attempted to undermine the
bole Christian Scheme, and to prove it to
foonded on nothing but old Jewish
ods which have been gathering force us
agos rolled on; but whoever attentive-
ansiders the bistory of the past, and
ithan unprejudiced mind, cannot fail to
the hollowness of this sort of reasoning,
10 be comvineed thag this most wonder-
peaole must have had some great mission
perform in the world. To vverlook them
a historical phenomenon, wonld be
t5 much the sawe, as to disregard the
eipal character in a play, and to fix the
ation upon the subordinate ones. But
ome to modern history,—how many
ings are there, in the events of the last
f century, even, to awaken the deep.
interest and attention ! Besides the
e of the discoveries which bave been
during that period, how great has
the progress of most of the nations of
, in freedon and enlightenment 2
if we look at the fearful contest going

!

fina] result on the interests of religion and|
civilization, than if we were totally ignornntl
of them.

The Lecturer then drew his remarks to a
conclusion by pointing out briefly the im-

and debasing habits ot indulgence in sociul
drunkenness, At home, he said, much

ton.  In this country book clubs ought by
every means to be encouraged, as well a:
mu.ual improvement societies, both of which
might be the instruments of much good to
the community, by banishing sensual enjoy
ments, and ereating a desire jor the calm
and enduring pleasures of literature.

e~ e
The Best Missionary.

Taart there are various degrees of mis-
siopary talept and missionary zeal among
the labourers in the vineyard of our Tord,
is a truth too apparent io require any illus.
tration or proof. Such devoted men as
Elliott, Martyn and Williams are not often
vouchsafed to the Church of Christ; but it
does not hence follow that humbler instru-
ments, less known to the woild, may not,
cach in his own order, be useful in advancing
the cause of the Redeemer’s kingdom. The
title of this brief sketch is “ the best mis-
sionary.” Qur readers are not, howerver,
10 infer from this that we want to come
nearer home, and to institute a comparison
between the labours of our own missionaries,
and these of any other church, This is very
far from our purpose or intention. We wish
well to the efforts of Christian ministers of
every denomination, though in all minor
points we may not be able to agree. Nor
18 it our wish now to cauvass the respective
merits of our own staff,in order to arrive
at something like a satisfactory conclusion
as to which of them is the most zealous and
devoted to the service of His Divine Mas-
ter, That we should of course never think
of ; although, at.the same timo, we believe
that the friends of the Church of Scotland,
in this and the neighbouring colonies, have
every reason to be thankful for having such
men sent among them, as for several years

Without somo degreo of kuuw- entertain n well grounded hope as to thejof God itselt—the word of God slone—
|

The plea:z-ll
ares arising from the study of the past,
history of the world are such as to invite all, portunce of habits of reading—1the superior-
who enjoy the leust leisure, to so agrceubleiuy of solid meutal enjoyment, to the low

1

beigrorant of.  But general history also— lgood had of' late years been done by means
st the dry annals of ewpives—but thelot Mechanics’ Tustitutes, reading roows,
great tursing points of history, ancieut undjbook clubs &, Man's nature craves for
podern, might become a very interesting|enjoyment of some kind—and if you take
sabject of study to one who has a taste forlawuy his Bottle you must give him a book
ths kind of reading.  Perhaps after all theiinstead, which is just substituting a higher
wost comprehensive and philusophical man-for a lower—a rational and profitable for an
wrin which history eould be written or'irrational and destructive means of gratifica-
sodied, would be with reference to the ﬁve‘

which is pre-eminently tho best of all
Missionaries, where its voice is listened to
with reverence and attention, and its pages
perused with diligence and prayer. In list.
ening to the living voice of the most gifted
preacher, we are to ~emember that it is but
the voice of a man ind not of God. Men,
however leurned or tulented, may mislead
us, but the Bible never. It is the fountain
of truth and wisdom, and whoever draws
from its pure watcis will ever find true re-
freshient to bis soul, such as be would in
vain seek for from the lips or pens of the
greatest of uninspired wen, The Bible
therefore is the * best Misgionary,” and ooe
easily nceessible to the most bumble, and
speaking truths level 10 the meanest cepace
1ty  Iu its sacred pages, we are introduced
as worshippers into the grandest of all
churches, where we hear proclaimed to us
tidings the most glorivus by maoy different
tovgues—dJob, with his lofty couceptions—
David the sweet singer of Israel ; lsaiah, in
his peerless majesty of song—Jeremiab with
his bright eyes bedimimed with holy tears—
Ezekiel-—Daniel, and the rest of God's cho-
sen messengers under the old Testament
dispensation, who, like those under the new,
were to all intents and purposes missionaries
in their respective ages, teaching und preach.
ing in the ears of a sinful world, aud are
now, though dead, yet speaking from the
quiet pages of Holy Writ with a power
greater than ten thousand voices. But above
and beyond all, do we not hear issuing from
the sacred oracles, an utterance sweeter and
yet more authoritative than they all—the
voice of one greater than Solomon and wiser
than the prophets—even of Him who *spake
as never man spake,”

God bath spoken—the heavens have in-
deed been rent—and he has descended to
cotnmune with men as a man with his fellows.
But alas! how are his heavenly lessons
neglected and his counsels spurned ! QOther
books are ecagerly run after, how trifling
soever they may be—and perused with avid-
ity, while the book of books—God’s ewn
word—tbe very Prince and Chief of Books
is left in its dusty corner unopened, or only
now and then taken down for a brief period,
to be bastily returned to its shelf ; or sought
after in seasons of sickness and feeble mind-
edness, but altogether forgotten while we
ara in health. Hear what a late eminent
clergyman belonging to our church says,
on the subject of neglecting the study of
the seriptures. We hope his words will not
be altogether lost upon those who may
peruse them in our columns. Speaking of
the Bible, he exclaims :—

“ Oh ! if books bad but tongues to speak
their wrongs, then might this book well
exclaim—Hear O heavens! and give ear O

our own day, with our minds enriched

past the Colonix\l8 Coumittee bave selected
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carth! I came from the love and embrace



