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THE HOLY CITY 0F THE HINDUS.
3y REv. G. F. PENTECOST, D. 

ENARES is the xnost boly city of India. It
~contains net less than 15,000 temples, be-

sides thcusands of alirines, and many, inany
tlîousands of idols set upeverywhere; it lias lioly
-%ells and sacrcd spots innurnerable; it lias near-
]y tliree hundred mosques, and scores of ghats or
zacred hathing or burning places along the river.

In age Benares is one of the oidest cities in the
-world. It certainly was tlîe sacred city of the
Bhindus during the time of Solomon, and was
flourishing a.nd being visited by the devotees of
Hiîxduisni when Nineveli and I3abylon were in
their glory. Long before the city of Greece arose,
or Rorne was thought of, Benares liad its tem-
ples, its palace%, iLs gardens and monasteries and
sacred colleges. It bas, of course in the nican-
Lime been bul and rebuilt, shifting iLs centre
froin one side of the sacred river <Ganges> to, the
*other, and up and down iLs bank over a space cf
several miles, but iL has always been a living
city, and nover in ruina. T'fils tact of its living
-antiquity given it extraordinary interest,

Situated on the soutli bank of the Ganges on a
bluff rising at least sixty feet above the level of
the rive-, the stately massive palaces of Rajas,
monasteries and the publie buildings, present a
very imposing appoarance to the eye from, the
-river, crescent shaped at a point where the chief
part cf the eity la. At 6 o'clock in the morning
we took a boat rowed by six coolies, and moved
slowly up and down streani, looking at the city
from this pôint of view.

The wvhole city Iront is built up by massive
palaces of atone from. five toeoiglit storios iii
lieiglit, These bouses mostiy belong Le the great
Rlajas or native princes and kinga, -%vlio consider
it a saered priviiege and a divine right te have a
bouse in Benares. To these lbouses thore are
w-,r ut te corne now aud again to worship and
bathe in the ri -er and visit other sacred places,
for the cleansing away cf their sins.

Even te visit the city is alrnost certain te
secure salvation; heuce the hundreds of thou-
sanda of pilgrirns that corne to the city annually
frein aIl parts of India by rail, by ex gari, oni foot,
and some peculiarly devotcd and hioly people
reching the city frein distant homes iiterally
measure every yard of their way by prostrating
their bodies on the ground and drawing up their
feet te the place w-bere their bead last Louched
the earth, as the littIe measuring w-orm dees.

Te die in the city aîîd have one's body burtit at
one cf the ghats and the ashes throvn, iute the
sacred river, is certain te secure salvation.

The river bank for miles is lined with '"gliats"
or stone stairways, or planes gcing down te the
-water's edge, frein which the bathers enter the

river and worship and wasli themselves. Thou-
sanda of these bathers were seen on the mornîng
I vîsited the ghiats. This gees on all day long,
and year iii and year eut.

A little further up the river iliore is a spot
w'here the hodiesocfthe dead are brought to, le
burned. The friends cf the dead bring down the
body on a sliglit litter and haltforafew moments
while the %vood la being paid for or the pyre
bult, vliceli is quickly done. It is anuointed
witli oil, cevered Nvitli sorne kind cf piteli,
sprinkled witli holy -%ater fromn the river, and
burnt. An heur ortwodoes the sad and disgust-
ing business. The frienda squat around like
great birds cf prey wrapped in their w-hiLe cloths
tLl the body is consunied, and thon the bories, or
Nvliatever is left aftor the w-ccd bas ail been
burned, ia throwvn into the -%vater, and the seul ls
started on its -cary way toward absorption into
the deity. It may require millions of years, and
many thousand re-birt.his before that stage is
reached, but the jeurney is begun, and this par.
ticular journey may enly be a hundrodth one.

After spending aLn heur or mcre on the river
looking at the bathers aud adnîîring the magni-
ficent old buildings Nve lefL our boat and mcunted
a flighL cf stops, coming to a very anclent and
very curions old temnple, built by and preserved
for the especial -worshîp cf the Napalis. IL is ail
cf %-ccd, boautifulîy aud wcnderfuiîycarved, and
in the goneral style that yen will rocognize as
that of the ?agoda. This temple, as inost cf the
temples cf Benarea, is dedicated te Siva, the
peculiar and most sacred gd cf thc Rindus, espe-
cially the patron god cf this city. I cannot tell
yen ail the abominations suggested by this tem-
ple. It, is covored wiLh tl>e meat obseene
carvinga, representing every attitude cf lusL
and sensuality. These are alI acta cf wcrahip,
and peeuliarîy gratifying te this vile god.

Frein this temple -e w-ont a space further on
tiîl we camne to the "Roly WelI." This is the
meat holy place in Benarcs aud in ail India. To
this w-cII, first, every pilgriru cornes te bathe and
drink. Tlie w-cl is about twenty feet dcwn frein
the surface cf the blutl, aud net far frein the
bank cf the river. It is about twenty %vide by
thirty feet long, and bas a depth cf w',ater cf net
more thian three feet. It is approacbed by fliglits
cf atone steps leading dowu frorn either end and
side. These stops are alwvays crowded w-itli pil.
grima, w-hio having satisfied the grasping greed
cf the Braliminis w-li have chaRrge ef iL, pasa
down te the boly w-aters, plunge thomrselves
underueath theni, make prayors, st a handfui
Up towvards heaven, and drink a few drops cf iL.
The w-ster is inconceivably flltliy, reeking and
stinkiu_îg with tlie foulest effluvia.

To thia w-eu, iL is said, and implicitly believed,


