
south eastern portion of Buropean R"Iissia. 1le concludes that this
black colour is due to an accumulation of vegetable inatter fromn the
hierbaceous plants of the poorly drained steppes of the post-glacial
deposits îvhicli overlie the loessoid clays, so difficultly liernieable to
water. At the close of this paper lie draws attention to the close cor-
respondence whiçh exists betweeri the climiate of Russia and that of the
prairie land of Minnesota, and suggests the probable siniîarity of the
soils of these regions.

"T'he above analyses niake it to appear that tîie 'Fschernozeni and
the soul of the Red River prairies are similar in clierical com-position;
they occur in the sanie latitude, îvith the saine general relief anîd cliniate,
and fromn the above quoted authorities are jiidged to have a similar geo-
logical history ; may they, not, therefore, be î)roperly considered as a
the one variety of soil, " Black Earth."

BOOK. NOTICES.

ScUDDER, S. H. A Brief Guide to the Cormoner Butterfiies of
the United States and Canada. [2ni., i 2+ 2o6 pip. Henry Hoît&
Co., New York.

In our August, i892. number we gave notice of a l3utterfly book
for boys îvhicbi Mr. Scudder had in preparation. WXe took occasion
then to p)oint out the advantage of ahl voung people having some hobby
in natural history, and looked forward wvitli lasure to the early appear-
ance of this îvork, îvhich shoutd, 'ýe thought, act as a first stepping stone
from wvhich young stuid%-nts might fin d an easy entry to one of the mlost
attractive fields of study offered to us by 'Mother Nature. Suchi a book,
whichi was much, wanted, bias now been prepared by Mr. Scudder in his
characteristic maniner, and hias been published by Mcssrs. I-. Hot &z
Co. as a neat duodecimio of convenient forn, w'ell printed and got up.
TPhis little îvork treats only of the comînonest butterfiies, such, in fact,
.as any energetic collector in the Northern States or Canada is pretty
sure to take within a year or twvo. It is to be followed by a more coin-

plete Mianiua-l of the Butterfiies of North Arnerica, north of Mexico, to
be issued at an early date, and prepared in a similar style to G-ray's
Manual of the plants of thie Northern States. M\,r. Scudder's Brief


