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A fossil (from fossus the Latin for Ildu- up ") Lyeil defines as
ccany body or thte traces of t/te existence of GIIy body, wvhether animal or
vegetzable, %vhiclh bas been buried in the earth by nattural cauises."

What these natural causes wvcre 15 a question wvlich has engaged

the attention of thouightful mion froni earlv historical tiînes, and so fur-
hack as 5 centuries before Christ, Zenophanes of Culophon (500 IB.C.),
Herodotus, mtd Empedocles of' Arig(enittn (45() B.C.>, fuilo'ved sotne-
-%vat later by Aristotie (384-322 1.C.). appretciated to ïonie extent the
truc character of, and gave rational explanatiolvs Concer.îing, the presence
of these teniains. They concluded that, wlten the bottoni of the sea had
been ini a soft condition that the remains %vert- entuïnbe L. aid tLhat the
sea, deserting soile lands and invadîngr others, had broughit the eariier
sea bottorn within rveh of easy inspection. Aristotle's opinions con-
cerning the spontaneous greneration. of animis, 'vhich lie believed could
originate fromi noist earth or the sline of' rivers 'vas applied b)y bis
followvers to fossils as wvell, f'or ift seemeti to theni a înuch situpler way
of accounting for the remnins of animais iii thie rocks, than the mar -
veilous changes of sea and land otherNvise requîred to expiain their
presence, -cnd this view later on obtained credence more readily, owing
to its accordanco wvith the Biblical theory of the creation of man ont of
the duist of the earth. The Romans nierely repeated flie idens of the
Greeks on titis subjeet, soine holding wvith the earlier wvriters, others
wvitl Tiheoiphrýsttus, the puiuil of Airîstotie», titat tbey were p)Iodtlce(i by

a certain plastic virtue latent iii the earth until, ixear the close of the

second century, wve find Tertullian instancing the remnains of sea animais

on the mountains far front the sea as proof of the general dcl uge
recorded by Moses.

Duringl the thirteeu. or fouirteeni centuries onward from the close of

the second century ail departments of knowvledge wero envelopcd. in
darkness, and na attention wvas paid to fossiis excepting that occasional.

repetitions of the ideas of the ancients; were made without appreciation.
or auty special showv of interest.


