
,THEý MIORdA N MVjISSIONSg lIV LABRADOR.

ABOUT a Centuiry and a liaif agro whalingy ships brouglit tidings toAEurope of a heathien nation far away in the icy regions of the north.
Foreigyn Missions were then gyenerally thionght to bc a dream of fanaties,
but the Moravian Chutrchi at l-lerrenhutt, thoughi small in inuinbers, feit
impellcd to help this people living iii ignorance and wretcliedncss.
Wide expanses of ice, litige bergs, and Arctic snows scemed barriers
impassable to the Gosplèl andi civilization ; but before the power of
Christian love even barriers of ice meit away.

WVhile these Christian people were deliberating, two cousins, men of
dlatntless courage, resolved to be the bearers of the Gospel of Christ to
these regyions, and without friends, and with but two shillings inthr
pockets, they left homne for Copenhiagen. By Royal consent they
shippcd as carpenter andt cook in order to, workz thieir passage to Green-
land, whiere their first experiences were fuit of liardship. Their
loclging w'as a hiole dug iii the earth, and raw seal.flesi 1prcpared ivitlh
oatmeal and train-oit their frequent fare.

Five long years they sowed ivithout any evident fruiits, but iii dite
timie the harvest came, and the heathien begran to acce pt Christ iu
hutnclreds, and to publishi the niews of the Gospel to thecir fellow-
-counitrymeni.

As years roiled on the Horne Chu ircli sent out more inissionaries,
extending thecir labors to the opposite shores of Labrador wvhere the
natives were in kzeeping with the wilder auid more clesolate chiaracter of the
coaist. The first inissionary and boat's crew whicli left for thiat land îiever
returnied. In the following vear one of the Greenland mnissionaries whio
could speak the Esquiniaux tongue visited the coast, and being well
pleasecl witli the inhabitants, settled at Nain, whiere, not withotit muchi
labor, lie gathered the people togrether iii a mission station for instruc-
tion. Additional men were sent ont frorn the mother chutrcli and new
stations were opencd, iintil tliere are now iii Labrador six centres with
from one to four missionaries at each, and above 1500 Esquimaux who
are professingr Clîî'isti..ii.-. The names of these stations, beginning froin
the southernmost, are, Hopedale, Zoar, Nain, Hebifon, Okak and Rama.
A description of Nain ivili be a good representation of the method
of life at these stations.


