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'Thle Crossing' is an historical nove!, and shiow'%s its author eminently
fitted to continue along his clioscn path in literature. Judging [rom
the rcception accorded die book, Winston Churchill has probably
won a place in the ranks of the forernost novelists of the day.

Th le Crossing opens at a period of timie in Arnerican history
earlier than that deait wvith in the Crisis. Waslîington ruled as
President over the colonies just wvon from England and the flag of
Spain floated above the forts of Lousiana. As the author himnself
tells us in liis"After-word", The Crossing' means the first instructive
rcaching out of an infant nation wvhich wvas one dav to become a
giant.'' It tinfolds the wonderful story of the concjuest and Ame-
ricanization of Kentuicîy and Tennessee by the sturdy pioneers and
early' settiers, "'the vanguard of civilization'', wvho having wvon an
empire, foughit for and held it in the face of incredlible difficulties
aiîd danger, and sticceeded in laying- the foundations of the great
Rcpublic of to-day w'hich owves thcm so rnuch and which often forges
its obligations. The pages teemn -w'ith stories of the daring exploits
and undauntcd courage of these men) %vith thrilling scenes of nias-
sacre 1Wv the frenzied red-skins, w%\ithi plots and intrigues and couniter-
plots, for those xvere troublous timies for the struggling colonies
and there %vere rnany eneniies, wvithin and without,

The characters are rnostly real people wvhose namies are wvell
knio\wn to history and whose descendants arc, enjoving the blessings
wvon by their couirage and toil. There is Daniel Boone, tlhe pioncer
of Missouri %w-lose deeds of valor in old Virginia have been chro-
nicled and celebraý-ted, \\,Iio lost his sons in the Indian mass-acres and
dcvoted bis own life to the good of tlîe settlers and succeeded at
last in scing bis lifc-wvishi granted iii the opening up of the enchant-
ing Valcys of the iMississipi and Missouri. And there are good
Monsieuir Vig-o and other loyal Frenchnien wvho gave their ail for
the country and receiv'ed such an il! return. For the book, being
a story of rea-l life, docs not al-'avs represent its heroes, as receiv-
ing thecir jIIst reward, but radier .sho\Ts us that a nation can often
be ungrateful, and that cornmnon-'vealths, likze princes, are not to be
trusted. There is a refreshing vision of Andre-v Jackson as aà boy,
"wlio dug his bare-toes in the nîud," -%vas champion rlghter in the
little log school ait Charlestown, wvas nicknamed "Sandy Andy" on
accouint of the brilliant hue of Ibis locks and later fought, his enernics
with fence rails. VVe get a glinipse of Governor Hamilton, the
dreaded <'Hair buyer", wvho bribed the Indians -tQ hielp the cause of
England, but our indignation softens at the sight of hini, for \vc
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