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AS ive go ta press notice of the closing exercîses
aif Qucen's College, Kingston reaches us.

Namles af graduates will appear next week. The
Rev. W. T. Herridge, B.D., ai Ottaw.a, preached
the Baccalaurcate sermon at which the hall was
craîvded, from the words, ««I exercise myseli,"
Acts xxiv. 16. We quate these stlrring sentences
said --mong other things :-" I appeal ta you as
you go forth fromn these halls, rigbtly ta, use the
powers which God bas given you. Gird your loins
ta the heroic task of achieving for your native land
a permanent renown. For the sake af the hearth-
stone which once sheltered your childhood ; for
the sake of the mother's love, vhich ai al earthly
loves endures the langest, for the sakce af the best
instinct ai your own nature ; for the sake ai Christ
wha still laoks upon you with eyes of Divine syni-
pathy, listen îlot, I beseech you, ta the roar ai
temptatian, however seductive may be its caîl.
Contend stoutly against every foc which assails
your moral frecdam, and let God and Ris angels
behold a glariaus and decisive triumph af a man."
WVemay here added that Prof. Watson af Queen's

goes ta California as soon as the examinatiaus are
over, where he will remairi some time delivering
lectures in Stanford University. This is a wcll-
deserved tribute ta the high character and attain-
ments ai Prof essor Watson.

TUE GENERAL ELECTIONS.

AS ve are now into a general election, and the
country will soan be in the vcry thick ai

tefight, the vaice wvich will bc heard in aur land
for some time ta camne will nat be that ai the
turtie. There wiIl be much Iceen and some angry
discussion-only some, for apon the ,whole Cana-
dians are a good-natured people. No anc will
regret that the session of the Legislature at Ottawa
which has just closed bas came ta an end. It bas
flot reflected much credit upon Canada in any way,
wvhile many will feel that the spectacle wbich at

some timcs it bas presented bas been a hu miliation,
if not a disgrace, ta the coutitry. Let it be re-
membered, however, that the men who go there
and wbo bring discredit upon the dignity ai the
House and the good riame ai the country, are there,
because the citîzeus ai Canada choose themi and
send themn there, gcnerally knowing wbat kind ai
men tbey are. The remedy lies in the hands ai
the people themnsclves, and ta coudemu those who
conduct themsclves unworthily is ta candemu aur-
selves. Now there is an oppartunity of
remedying the evils whicb aIl gaad men ai ail par-
ties deplore. We with al aur heart believe iu the
propriety and obligation ai every citizen taking bis
full share ai respansibility, and doing bis duty ta
is cauntry by the exercise ai the franchise, and WC

have no sympathy wbatever with the ground
taken by many that politics and public affairs are
not for their pure minds and clean bauds ta touch.
As great respousibility for wbatever auyone regards
as evil in the state may be incurred lunat exercis-
ing the franchise as by exercising it. It is ta be
regretted that not always can men ai that
character be faund for wbom cveryoue would
like best ta vote. Let every Christian,
every pure minded man, every patriatic man in his
place do bis utmast ta sec that auly such men are
asked ta represent them and sent ta parliameut,
as wiil bath advance those measures whicb they
cansider the best for thre country, and whose char-
acter will also command confidence and respect.
Plenty ai ment in both parties are ta bc iaund
wrthy ai aIl confidence, and the leaders ai bath
parties should sec ta it that they do nat alienate
the respect, the confidence aud support af
gaod men by selecting as staudard-bearers
those whose character is alrcady kuawn ta
be besmirched. There is no daubt that the
character ai bath the Local and Dominion Legis-
latures isbetter than it once. was. This must
be becausè the standard ai pubtic lufe and couduct
in the wlîole country is rising. Late events bave
shown that there is yet plenty ai room for irnprave-
ment. Let every wise and good man ai ail parties
in the coming election sa use bis influence that
the Ilause ta be elected will, in point of character,
be the superior af any that bas been before it, and
sucb that even rumour itseli will nat bc able ta
charge any one ai its members iith the excesses
which have been freely, and there is every reas9on
ta believe with-toa good reason, charge gis
some members ai the Parlianjent whicb ha; just
been dissolved.

TU1E CANADA PRESBYTErIAN.

711E ANNUAL MEETINVG 0F THE
W. F. A. S.

T H-E Women's Foreign Missionary Society bas
grawn ta such an extent, and its aperations

bave such an important Learing upon some af the
mast vital parts ai the Church's work, that its an-
nual meeting bas came ta be second %. à,; in its
importance in the eycs of thxe Churcli ta tokt ofthe
General Assenibly itself. In addition te, the ac-
caunt ai its proccecdîngs given elscwberc in aur
columus, some salient femtues ai the meeting just
closed mav wvll be noticed.

The presenceoi thedevotional spirit, the spirit of
prayer and supplication, and the prominent place
deliberately pravided for this in the programme of
its proceedings was very noticeable. The earuest-
ness and reverence ai thase who led the devotions,
and the hushed stillness with which they iverc jain-
ed in, showed very markedly how iully this spirit
characterised the wholc body af the delegates.
They were cvidently a compauy of praying women.
In the prayers themnselves, the seuse ai Gad's
Fatbcrhood, ai. gratefulness, and of the need ai and
dependence upon the graciaus power ai the Holy
Spirit werc vcry mauiiest.

The Society bas adopted a noble motta, IlThe
Worid fer Christ." It is anc lu wbich faith and
hope are boldly expressed, which calis for high
endeavor, and points ta a glariaus future, a con-
summatian which, when it bas been attained, will
transform this earth and human bistory inta some
tbing very different from what the past has been.
The inspiration ai this motta is ev;*ently icît iv
the Society and exerts a real power as a motive
force. Again and again it was quoted riat sîmply
as a fine sentiment, but seriausly, as an abject
whîch, however remate its attairument may yet be,
lies before, which the Society is pressing on ta, and
iully expccts yct ta be realized. That is the
abject which they had met ta forward, it wvas kcpt
wvell ta the front, and its power really icît. And
wvhy should it nat ? Can there passibly be any
nobler aim ; any achievemeut so wholly sublime
as ta win the wvhoie world ta Christ ? Nothing is
mare near or mare dear ta the heart ai the Redeem-
er Himhelf than this;- and ail Christians may well
feel its inspiration.

How the Society lias grown irom year ta ycar
until it bas reachcd its present large proportions
wvas also felt and seen. It bas branched out into
sucb a variety aifarms ai beneficence and blessing,
it reaches out so far and sa wide, flot only ail over
aur own land into every city, and town, and even
village almost, and many rural districts, but ta
India, China, japan and ta the utmost corner ai
aur most remate forcigu field. And being eugag-
cd in this work for aur own Churcb, bas braught
that ai other czhurches wîthirî their view and mare
or less ai their knowlcdge. Sa that the cfect ai
the wbole bas been what was olten referred ta
at the annuai meeting, that, while the members
ai thîs saciety have been seeking ta do sometbing
foi others, thzy have lu the doing of this, received
a very gredt deal for themselves. To be warthily
engaged ini any great and gaod work, enlarges and
enobles the worker. This bas been the effect very
markedly upan the members ai the W.F.M.S.
Tbcy are very grateiully consciaus ai it, and it was
frequently alladed ta. The conceptions ai very
many, probably ai alI, ai Christian work bave been
greatly eularged, and the powver and capacity ai
Christian wamen banded tagether ta attempt and
ta succeed in carrying on a large uudertaking, have
ç.ome ta many as a revelation. Not only in this re-
spect bas the work been ai great service ta the
womnen ai aur Church, but also and perhaps mare
bas it benefitted them by enlarging the hearts and
sympathies ai very many, by furnisbiug avenues
and meaus for the exercise ai thase Chris-
tian affections wbich have their home so pre-emin..
ently in the hearts ai Christian wamen.

The growth ai the socîety bas called for new
adaptions af agencies and machinery irom time ta
time, and these have bath been wisely made ; it
bas called for a large amaunt ai executive ability,
and the womcn who have that kiud af ability bave
been found, and their work stands before the
Church and the world to-day as anc of the bright-
est pages in its bistory. It is nat ta be woudered
at, the iact is very visible at the annual meeting,
that the Society's officers enjoy ta the fullest the
entire confidence ai, their canstituents. We
should say not only this, but they enjoy in a very
large degres the sincere anid warm personal affec-
1ion ai thà3t whosi-vwork they ire conductlng, We
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bilieve th.-y deserve it. Under their guidance the
wvork î1as growvn, the constitution lias becn adapted
to its new requirements from tinle to time, and
now it is almost a model of sanctified wisdomn,
tJnder it a large undertaking is worked harmonious-
]y, and it is capable of indefinite expansion to meet
new rîeeds and demands.

In the hands of the pre4ident and hier staff of
assistants, the methodical orderliness af the con-
duct of business wvas very visible, and not anly
allowed a large amnount of work to be overtaken,
but also ta be done without a jar. Scarcely does
any General Assembly meetng pass witnout get-
ting into one or several tangles, wvhich some clear
head, like that of Principal Caven, hias to straigbt-
en out. There was nothing of the kind, nor even
an approach to one, at this meeting.

The interest taken ini and care bestowed upali,
Mission Bands were very conspicuous when that
subject was up for consideration. They largely
comiprise, as yet, anly girls and yonng ladies. It
is now felt, and most justly by some, that carnest
efforts should be put forth ta, draw boys inta this
work. Why should they not be ? The twa to-
gether, boys and girls, are the hope af the Church
and of the world, and the future strength and
growth of the saciety and the extension of its
good work depend upon the extent ta which boys
and girls alike can be interested ini it, and their
services enllsted on its behali. There were here
and there, apparently more than in former years,
which could be well accounted for, intimations of
decrease in the membership of some auxiliaries.
If the Mission Bands are well and vigilantly nursed
and tended, any present apparent falling off in
membership can only be temporary, and continued
growth is assured. But to, make it sure thîs must
be done. We observe that somne similar religious
societies, one year devote theit energies specially
to advance one department of their work, and
another year to advanceanother. In viev of the
very large number of female members of our
Church, who as yet take no part in the work of the
W. F. M. S., at some opportune time, if not this
present year, their might be special effort put forth
throughout the whole Church to make a large addi-
tion to the membershîp of the Society from among
this class. Done in the spirit and manner, and by
the happy methods in which it would be certain ta
be attempted under the guidance of the General
Board, it could flot but result in large accessions,
not oniy ta the increased power af the Society,
but ta the rich spiritual gain and blessing ai al
thus brought in.

We notice in a word anly one feature or two more.
One of these is the fact that, the great proportion of
aIl the money given for the cause of Christ through
the W.F.M.S. is a direct, voluntary contribution of
mouey by its members, wthout having -recourse ta
any of those questionable, often humiliating meth-
ads by which money given for christian abjects is
deflled, and true, Christian liberality destroyed.

Another is, the steady, unfaltering loyalty of
the society ta the interests of the Foreign Mission
work of the Church as represented by, and in its
widest aspects, under the control af the General
Assemi 's Foreign Mission Cammittee. On
notb..ing is the society more decided, and its record
more unquestionable than its absolute fidelity ta
the church's missionary interest, as they are devis-
cd by the General Assembly and carried on under
its responsible offfice-bearers. The Foreign Mis-
sion Committee ai the General Assembly and
Board af the W.F.M.S. work hand in hand, and it
is largely because of this perfect unity of iuterest,
and harmony in their operationb, that the work ai
our Church abroad bias had such a rapid expansion,
and that its prospects for yet greater growth in the
future are so bright. " The world for Christ is a
sublime motta," and if by the influence and work
of this society, and of ail our members wbo are
really alive ta the great mission ofithe Church, it
can be made ta, pentratethe heart and more and
more mould the action of our Church in the future,
then there lies before bier what will yet be lier
brightest era of mission work at home as well as
abroad, for bath are included in "The World for
Christ."

SWaU Talk About Busness .ByA.BE.Rice. Abanker's
business binis for men and women. Revisedandcaiarged. 120
pages. Handsome cloth binding. By mili. Price,Fifty cents.
Descriptive circulars Irme Freinant Pubiisbing Ca., Fre.
mont, Chic. This book, as lis âame indIcates, là; a taik
about business; a banket's taiks to bien and wamen àbott
the common, every.day business uffairs of lite. [t là brm-
ful i ofefl d for botta aid and yonng--a book that
shoùld b o vM ydeik îd là svory bom&e


