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THE TROMBING OPffl1/RPOOL.

Not when Bethesda's pool a tranquil mtai ilay,
Klsed mie radiance by an Orient %,un,

Btnt hen the angel strred iis crystal depths,
The wondrans taiofealhag vas begnn.
Cal.m d utiut¶ld by a troublons thotight
U.k fait Bthesda's pool a taut niay lit
ilatbed la the plictd sunlight of content,
W~hlle sesons of rich grace are passîng by
But when the Spirit stirs the sluggish depihs
Ijatil ilis caln gives Way ta wld ntt,
Then cornes sweet hetilng, and the sn-side heatt,
Dsoppin ilis buarlen there, fitais peae snd test.

-Mirni,- E. At-'n.

GOD'SIPROMVISES.

The promises oÇ Godjaàre as preciaus as they are greai.
We have been sustained and comfarted in their fufilîment.
They have been living voices ia tht darkness, a stronq hand
la tht haut af weakness, and have brought peace in the dîne
ai trouble. Wc have trusted them and have fat been dis-
appointe Thereore vie kaaw that aur hope will ant make
us asbamtd. As we advance in ite, vit <lad oew promises
adapttd ta aur need, and in usiag îhem we are caniormtd ta
tht image ai tht divine Son. Sa il will ever b. until we enter
inua His glory. _________

TWE DAIL Y CROSS.

There is a window in an ancient cbnrch whicb pictures the
progress ai jesus from tht Judgment Hall ta Caivary, and
underncathh i he ltgend, "lVia crucis, via lucis "-tht way
ai tht cross is tht way ai light.

Suppose ibere had camne ia that churcli, iasîead ai Van,
a yaung man from tht fretis of eafly intain, whose brother
had beena the victint af the IJruid sacrifices, bis whaic being
thrilliag with-aghgîgt ai the spectacle. ansd terroir for tht dsxk-
neas ihat shuts in b.yond that bleody atar witin tht magic
circle ai Stonehenge-as hie looks at that cross-btarer hie
hears tht chant of Christian sang, known fitem us orcning
words, "lDits Ira2 »-and lcars tht stary ai sin and redemp-
tion tbrougli tht sacrifice ai Calvary. Ta him then and there
yau can sec the way ai tht cross would b. a revelation.

Or suppose there bail corne in ont (rom tht great medicai
schoal at Pergamos, wha belitved in nothing flot scen and
tangible, who thoughî lightiy af the old reliions, and is ai
tht new religion, wbo beieved, with mmny a modern skepiic,
that death ended all. As he studies tht ife-work ai Jessai
Nuatpîth iti that picîured window he bas an intelligible com-
mtntary in the soiema chant that ills the service. By and by
tht light breaks in fram tht crossaif jesus. Hec secs ntw mean-
ing in tht body and saut aifnman. Tht mystery ai death is
solved There is tit for tht belicver beyond. In tht last
stanza lie finds himsell on bis ftet, bis heart glad, his lips
rcpcaiing afttr tht singers :

Exrlt, O domaiand ailes 1
The Lord shall be tby pla

liii ocly. Hi (crever,
Thou &hall be. and hou art.

Well, that is the way ta study tht siory ai tht cross. By
sucb a contrasi we can get a new feeling in ouraown bats, and
we gain a true apprebiension ai tht duty and blessing af
bearing tht cross.

There was onty onte ma ofal tht race who bore tht cross
ofijesus, and he was a straiigcr tram Cyrene in Airica. No
ama naw bas any fibre of that cross. If we had it al and
whote as when i upbore tht fan etf jesus, i woutd do nothing
for us. To iry In bear it about wauld only hinder and crush
us. Sa vie learn that for tach ont there is, flot tht cross ai
Jcsus, but bis cwn cross ta be taken up and borne daily as a
symbal ai disciplesbîp.

Whaî is your cross no anc may know, but you must knaw.
Perhaps we can illustrate a ltuile here. On tht east bank ai
tht Hudson, there ived two sisters, anc a helpless, hopeless
invalid. There was a company startiflg for a summer in
Swittrlaad, and the stronger girl, now warn with waîching
and care fcr tht weaker sisier, was urged ta go. li was lufe
ta go, as weli as ber soul's delight and desire. Tht dlaim of
duîy was tht cross on P hicb ;lie crucifled ber longarag for
relief and reirtshmcnt. O, loyal beart and truc, aur tcars arc
flot for scrrow, but for praise.

There wetre iret yaung msen in a mission in New York.
AUl were afftred fine business positions and large prospects
in tht West. Two acceptcd and wtnt. Ont remained ta
care for and clnse tht cyts ai a widowed moîher. Few menea
arc grecough ta lift sncb crasses and gel tht glory of ibeu.
Ht who bears it daily and bravely is nearesita bis Lard and1
to heaven. I is ibis persanal, peculiar cross whach Jeas
niakes tht symbol af i u wa for euch ont oinus. A mans who
can deny himse-puit self in tht second place- and then taût
up bis cross daity, is worthy ta b. calltd tht discaple ai Jesus.1

No day kas more ibma is owa cross for him who bas eRt
no yesterday's cross te cuinher up ta-day. If anc comptainsi
of many crosseste-day, it is a confession oinegltcted crasses,i
dtmered duties af to-day and belore. Tht wcrst windiall.
mb whwich a ma may wandtr, become entanglcd and persb,r
is a clasmer ai these negleted crosses. Taise up thy cross ta.
day. To-morrow bas ils own.à

And if ont says, Ilh1have no cross "-tuai is a confession i
that L. bas no Christ. Wc are familiar with tht motta, "Noa
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cross, na crawn." A truer onet luIlNo cross, no Christ." If
a Man wlfltirs bis cross ta.day be May find Ictus to.dav. If
he asks, whert is the christ? we point only te the cross-
ibere, fellow man, tbere at Vour feet-your nearest duty, your
devant duty, is the way ta jesus. Let us change the beyond.
The way af the crass is the way ta Christ.

CONCE RNING DEA CONESSES.

There lie belore us no lesls than four articles, clipped from
recent numbers af exchaages, bearing upon the proposition
ai the laie Presbyterian Assembly ta establish what smre are
pieased ta cati an Il arder af deacanesses." Three ai these
articles discuss the action af the Assembly samewhat uniav-
aurably, and the fourth speaks ai the proposed deaconesses as
IProtestant fluas." The firsithree are tram Presbyterian

papers, and plainty indicate thai there is much doubt in many
minds as ta the scriptural character ai the office, and as much
doubt as ta just what wark should be committed to deacon-
esses, were they ta bc iarniatly set aparita the office. The
averture ai the Assembly says: 0"Women aisa served the
Apostolic Church as Deaconesses, whose office and duties
were similar ta those ai the deacons." To this declaration
exception is taken, and iis pointed out that thete is net te
least evidence that women perlormed in the Apostolic
Churches, duties similar ta those which the Prebyterian
Church halds ta have beeîî !'ose ai the deacans, viz:Il To
taire cire af the poor and disttibute among th -tr the collec-
tions whîch may be raised for ticir use," together with "ithe
management ai the temporal affairs ai the church. As a
matter of trutb, there is no consensus ai opinion among the
churches to.day as ta the duties imposed upon the deacons in
the Apostolic Church, and much less is tbere any agreement as
ta the duties ta be imposed upon deaconesses.

Firit aofa&U, it bas net been proved that there was such an
officer as deaconess in the Apostot'c Church. The passages
usually depended upon ta establisb the precedent are variously
intezpreted, and there is almosi no ground for the beliei that
they refer ta suchau office. Tht word deaconesis notinatht
original wriings. lit accurs oulty once in aur translation and
then it s flt truc ta the original, as any novice in the Greek
language can sec. Evidently the writers ai the New Testa-
ment had neyer heard or used a word c'irresponding ta aur
word deaconesses. They used the word deacon, but flot der-
coness. Phebe is spoken ai as "«a servant (deacon) ai the
church which is at Cenchrea," and there is just as good reason
for betieving ibat she was the pastor of the church as there is
for believing that she performed the lunctions usually attri-
buted ta a deacon. Indel, there lies before us an article
raising the question whether Phebe was not a preacher and
bishop in the churcb at Cenchrea.

But second, could ibc prcvedl that tht office of deacontss
was known in the Aportolic Churcb, it canrct bc shown wbat
tbose officers wcre ta do, wbat service they performed. If it
is argued that they pcrformed for women service similar ta
that perarmed by thet deacons for men, it ought ta be suffici-
ent ta answcr that tht occasion for the appointment afIlU the
sevent i who are usually regarded as tht first deacons, was
that tht widows amcng the Gentile portion ai the believers
wtre neglccted in the daily distribution ; and yet, though tht
work was ta bc donc among women, and these Gtntile women,
not a woman was appainted ta tht service Surcly tbis is very
remarks.ble, if this argument for tht appointment ai women
is worth anytbing. If ever, in the history ai tht Church, there
was an occasion for the appointment cf women ta minister ta
women, it was just then and ibere ; and yet nlot a woman was
appoiated. And il cannotbe sad that itwas hecautseoaalack
ai suitable women ; for there were the women wbo had " Min-
istercd Ilta jesus, besides Mary, tht mather ai Mark, and
many others wbo had by ibis time become idcntified witb the
Ilfivt thousand-Iournaiand Messe>sgr.

QbIET COURAGE.

Ont af tht severesi test-, cf truc courage is ta carry on
one's tiffe qitty and faithfulty under tht cloud ai a great
nncertainty-something whicb makes it uncertain in wbatdirec-
tien one's activity is hereafter ta b. put forth. This is flot an
uncommon experience ; but, although it happens ta many, it
isnevet on that account any tht easier ta bieu. Living by faith
bas always involved a struggle, even for tht mosi herpîc souls,
and tht mosi af us learn il by tht maut painfial processs
Nettithetesa, if we are ta live with strtngt and peace, Itmm
iwe must sooner orlter. If ont broods over an uncertainty,
strength is paralyzed and work hiall donc. Tht man who
worries loses the power which cames ironi foncentration and
a cala' putting forth af bis whle force. Tbtre is noibing ta
b. gaîncd by this brooding ; there is everytbing ta b. lost.
A strong 11e s ane which commands utsd1, and dots not give
up ta tht ruddcr every wind ai circuaistance. When tht time
ai unctrtainiy cames ta a streng man lie is flot defiecttd
fromt tht thing in baud. If possible, hie puis more strtngtb
and skill mua hil; net defying fortune, but accepiing 'Provid-
ence by thit calai doing ai ones work which gots with tbt
conscionuass that the>'.anest Ichourer is worthy af bis bite,
and that wark well dane to-day means the apportunuty of
more wark ta-morraw. Take your lufe bravely and strangly.
if uncertaintits came ia i meet thern wiîb quiet courage
and good cheer. Above ail, ktep heart and band in Vour
work, and trust tht future ta that divine Providence wbich
bas ordered tht falling ai evtry sparrow.-CAPstia' Union.

PA MIL Y PRA VER.

There is ont mark ai a hausehold in which God fif known
and loved wl'lcb is tue, often wantlng in our day; 1 mean fam-
ily prayer. Depend upon it, the worth ai a practice ai that
kind cma nly b. measured by is effeci <uing a long period
ai lime ; and lamily prayers, tbough accupying ouly a lesp
minutes, do make a great différence in any household at thc%
end ai a ytar. How, indeed, can it b. athcrwise, when ecd
marning, and perhaps eacb evening toa, al thc members af
tht family-the aId and the vouag, tht parents and the chil-
dren, the master and the servants-meet on a footing ai pet
lect equality belore the Eternal, in whosc presence each is as
nothing, yeîta wham cach is so infinittly deur ihat Hec bas
redcemcd by Hi. blood each and aIl ai tlem ? How must
flot the bad spirits that are the enemies ai pure and bright
iamily tilt fiee away-the spirits af envy and ptide and
untruthfulatss and stoth, and the whole tribc af cvii thoughts,
and make way for His presence ia tht hearts ai aid and
young alike, who, as Ht bringi us ont by one nearer ta tht
ttrucend ai aur existtnce.,sso does He alone mût us ta b. "Io
ont mind n a hanse"I bere, within the narrow presence ai
each home circle, and hereafter inta that counnless lamily ai ail
nations and tangues, which shall dwell with Hlm, thetnaiver-
sal Parent ai aIl eternity ?-Cagon litid4pn.

SLANDER.

Another wal' cf slandering is impetuous or negligent
spuitering oui a1 words, without minding what truth or con-
sequence there is in them, how they may iouch or hutaur
ntighbaur. To avoid this sin, we must flot only bc free from
intending mischiti, but wary ai effecting it; flot only carelul
of net wronging ont distinct person, but ai harming any pro-
miscuousty ; not anty abstinent fram aiiung directy, but pro-
vident nat ta hiii casually any persan wth obloquy. For as
he that dischargeth shot into a crowd, ûo- s as not ta look
about regardifiR who may stand in the way, is nu ltss guilty
ai doing mischiei, and bound ta make satisfaction ta, them
he woundeth, than il he had aimed ai santie anc persan;
su if we sting aur bad words at random, which may light
unluckily, and delamt somebady, we h..ccme slanderers
nnawares, and before we think an it. This practice bath flot
ever ait tht malice of tht worst slander, but il workcth olten
tht effects thereai, and therelore doth iz.cur its guilt and is
punishment ; especially it being comrnonly derived (rom ill-
lemper, or lrom badl habit, miich we are baund ta watch aver,
ta curb, and ta correct. Â lie tangue ib a sharp and perilaus
weapon, whicb we are bound ta kcep up in tht sbeatb, a
neyer ta draw forth but advisedly, and upon just occasion;
it must ever bc weilded with caution and care ; ta brandish it
wantonly, ta iay about with it blindly and lurionsly, ta slash
and smite therewith any that happeneth ta came in aur way,
doth argue malice or mnadntss.-J)airow.

THE MINIMUM CNRISTIAN.

Tht minimuma Ciistian 1 And who is he ? The Chris-
tian wha is gaing ta heaven at tht cheapest rate possible
Tht Christian who intends ta gtt al ai tht world he can, and
flot meet tht wr.rldling's doom. Tht Christian who aimns ta
have as fitile reiigion as bc can, without lacking it altagether.

Tht minimum Christian gocs ta church in tht morning,
and in tht afiernoan atia, untess it rains, or is tac warui, or
tac cald, or he is sleepy, or bas tht headache from eatingfo
much dinner. Ht listtns most respectfally ta tht preachcr,
and joins in prayer and praise. Ht applies tht truth very
stnsibty sometimes to himseli, oftener ta bis neighbours.

Tht minimum Christian is vcry friendly taua&11 gaad works
Ht wishes therniwttl, but it is not in his power ta, do mnch for
them. Tht Sabbath school he looks upan as an admirable
institution, tspecially for tht neglected and ignorant. h is
flot convenientl however, for him ta take a class. His busi-
ncss engagements arc sa pressing thronghi the week that he
netds Sabbath as a day aiftst ; nor does ht think himscli
qualifled ta act as a teacher. Thtre are 50 manybetter pre-
paredl for ibis important duty that he must beg ta b. excused;
still, lit will do it if hc must. Ht is in favaur ai visitîng tht
poor, but he bas no trne ta take part in thsi labours aofltout.
Ht is vcry fritndly ta home and foreign missions, and gives
bis mite. Het hinks there are Iltao many appeais," bat be
gives, if not enough ta save bis reputatian, pretty near it ; ai
att events lie ainsi at it.

Tht minimum Christian is net clear an a number of
points. The opera and dancing, perhaps tht theatre and
card-playing, large fashionabte parties, gave him mnch trouble.
Hec can'î ste tht barm n t iis or ibat, or tht cîher popular
.g.zusemcts. There is nothing in tht Bible againsi it. Ht
dots not see but a man mav b. a Christian and dance ar go ta
the opera. He knows several excellent persans wha do. Why
should nat he ?

la short, the minimum Christian knows that he cannai
serve God and niamman. He would if he could and hc wiU
camne oui Just as near doing as lie can. But what if liecamet4
oui on mammons side ?

A coNFrasaNCa for the deepening af spiritual l1e iuta be held aon
October 3a ad tbe iwo iollowlng deys ai Darleeliag. Fricadi ue
expected frornLaU parts of Den ansd aia t ram theCcentral puts ai
Indu. Rets. R. Wright lRay, af Dam. ,and -HILRylands Drowz4 ai
DarjeeIng, are afang the otganisera aithe maternent.
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