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[FrurvAry Gih, 1889.1

Tug annual congregational meeting of West Church, 'I‘Pron'lo,
was held on the evering of Tuesday 220d of fanuary, Rev. R Wa
lace in the chair. 104 members were received and 134 removed dur-
ing the year; there are now 700 members on the rell,  Over $1,000
have been contributed to the schemes of the church and hienevolent
objects ; $1,523 have been paid on the Mission Church, on Clairmonit
Street, the whole contributions for the year amount to $7.112 being
very much in advance of any previous year, The Ladies’ Aid, the
Ladies' Auxiliary, The Woman's Foreign Mission Society, the Sab.
bath-school, Mission Band, Yuwng People’s Asseciation, Baad 9(
Hope, and Young Men's Sabbath Moring Prayer Meeting are allin
a Aoatishing state. . .

Tk annual mecting of St. Vaul's Chaich, Yetetburtouph, was
held un Japuary 23, in the school ruum, which was cruwded with
the members and adbicsents of the Chareis,  There are cunuecied
with the cungtegation 3 lamilics and 074 cumtunians, a ket
increase of tacily fuur tannaies aad fourtecn  cummuiicanis duiing
the year.  There are 450 nanes vn the goll of the chuarch
schuool and tou names ot the rlls of the v wiber Sabbath
schools w-nnccted with the Church.  The contributivns fur stuctly
congre.ativnal putposes amoantud to $9,615, of which ~um $.4,649
was rabsed by weekly offci gs.  The resc comsisted of special con-
tubutions fur the reductivn of the detn.  The cumributions 1o the
Schemes of the Clarch amounied 1o $2,135, of which sumn $385
was given tu Home Mis1ons 5 $817 1o Foregn Missiuns 3 83w v
Freneh Evangelization; $1y2 to Augraentation 3 $305 W collepes
(ordinary and speaal) s $99 to Aped and Infum Mo and
Widows and Orprans” Funds.  In additivn o thes $118 was cuntri-
buted for *other ubjects,

Tur annual mecting of St Andrew's Church, Hantax, which tovk
place lately, was weil attended by the members and adherents,  The
trustees repurted that there was raised for congregatignal purposes
last year $4,304.93, and fiom all somces for missionary and benevo-
lent objects, $1,419,37—mahing a ttal of $5,754,30. Cumpared
with 1837 the contnbutivns for all purpuses snuwed an increase of
about $2,300.  The repuct uf the sexsion mudicated a mest graviying
increase i the number added to the roll of memburship, and m the
families who have bicome connected with the congreganon dunnyg
theyear. The several organizations in the Churehl also preseated
successiul reports, nutably the Ladies’ W thung Society which contn-
buted for different purposes S350,  I'ne members and adhereats are

. delighted at the marked advancemsat made and the boght prospect
for the coming year. They feel that the present healihy siate of the
congrepation is in a large measure due to the exertions of the Rev. D.
M Gurdon, whu as pasior and preacher has endeared hamseld to ail
who attend upon his sunistidiwns,  Messrs. Faap Thompson, John
11 Burten, John McDougall, James Reeves and H. G. Bauld, the
retiring trustees, were re-clected.

THE annual congrepational meeting of St. John's Presbyterian
Church, Bruckwille, was held st week. Rev. A, Macg-hiveaay occu-
paed the chair and after devotional excicises repots were read and
considered from the treasurer of the Church, the treasurer of the
building fund, the Sunday School, the Youug People’s Association,
and the session.  Thase all showed a very sausfactory state of affairs
in the varicus departments of Church wotk to which they referred.
The reports weee atl adopted.  W. J. Davl .on and A. G. Dobbic
were elected trustees in place of John Grant, sen., who expressed a
wish to retire oficr very many years' service, and Fred Keamns,
removed.  Mr. Jas, A. Hutchison and Mr. Watson were appuinted
audiiors. A comnuitee consisiing of Messrs, Chas, Grant, Robt. H.
Gamble, Robte Wright, jr., Duncan Mathesen and Joun Owens were
appuinted tu carry un the movement for the exuncuon of the Church
debt, which it has bzen arranged to hquidate in three years from 1st
Octuber last, 1o three annual instalments ot $1,009 each, $1,600 of
the total debt of $4,900 having been pad oft last year.  After the
meeting an adjuurnment was made to the basement, where taules had
been spread by the Yonng People’s Assoctation, and an tavitaton
sent to every fanuly and adhnerent of the congregation to partake of
their hospraliy.  Afterwards a short musical propramme, with
speeches by Kev. A, Macgubvray, Hon, W, . Chnsue and Judge
McDonald, tullowed and a pleasant evening was brought to a close.

Since the induction of the Rev, F. Smith to the pastorate of the
. Bradford Peesbytenan charge, onc year has elapsed, and a wery
satisfactory showing is the result of the several cungrepational meet-
ings that have recently been hell  In membership ‘he increase is
reported at thiety-one, additions eing made in cach church,
Financially the three congregatiuns have cach a handsume surplus,
the Bradford congregation at the cluse of the year reponing a bal
ance on hand of nearly $100  Same $1,730 were raised in all by
the united charge, the Sstilement congregation expending for all
purposes $576 ; St John's, $303, and Bradfozd, over $6S0. The
Sabbath schoals are also in a hea'thy condition, and have raised, by
way of Satbhah collectians, the sum of $100, to be devoted wholly
30 nussion purpuses. A branch of the Woman's Foreign Missionary
Sacicty is also ia active opcration in conneciiun with the Bradfurd
congregatinn, and i doing a pood work.  Allugether the  Church
has had a mest cuccessful year, which must be very graiifying ahke
.10 pastor and penple, who ate upon the must innmate and happy
terms. Rev. Mz Saith has worked zzalously and has Leen equal to
- every cwmergency.  To his painsaking labour aad to the influence
of his Chnst-like character is largely due the success of the chuech.
1t is the uaanimous wish of a happy and contented people that the
peace and harmony which now prevails may long continue.

Tue annual mecting of the Colimgwoold Presbytenan Church was
held Monday evening week.  There was a fair attendance present
who were all interested in the welfate of the Church,  Meo W, A,
Cupeland being called to the chair, the business was commenced.
The first was the recciving of rzports fram the folluwing commitices,
namely - Session, Willing W.rkess, Mission Baud, Woman's For-
cign Missionary Sccicty, Svaicly of Christian Endeavour, Sunday
School, Ceamctery Debtl and Firance.  All these reports went to
show that the Citirchi is in 2 very prosperous condition.  The Scs-
sion report showed that on the roll of the Church there are the
names of 256 dona fide tembess.  The amount raited for all pur.
_poses during the past year was $3,500; vut of this the debt of the
church was lessened Ly some $1,300.  Ths is a good showing.
The next p ant of business was the clection of the Board of Man.
agement.  Those wha will compese this Board for this year arc:
Messes. W . Copsland, R. Henry, W. Reekic, J. H. Duncan, }.

_F. Stewart, D. G. Cooper, A, Buist, A C. Weddell and James

" Neit.,  Then eame the cleciion of 2 baard of ushers. Those that
were on temain v an ther year. To provide for 2 debt cume
mittee the followine ladies and geontlemen were clected : Mes.
Ienry Robestson, Mis, . Tiest, Mes. W J. Frame and Messis.
C. E. Steptens, T. 1L Resty A Baistand Ao MeDermid,  Mr. Henty
Robertson and Mz, W, J. Framie were appointed auditors. The
Board recommended that the Rev. j. Camplell's salary be increascd
1w $1,100 for the year of 1889, with promise of a fusther bonus of
S100 il funds allowed,

.

TiE annual meenn of Mill Street Pocsbytesian Chusch, Port
_ Hope, was held last we % and was largely atteaded.  The pastor, the

Rev. W. McWilliamn, acted as chairman, and Mr. Williamson as sce-

retary.  The vations seposts rzad show that this congregation has en-
-joyed a large measure of peace and prosperity during the past twelve
months.  An carnes: anst kindic address from the Scssion was read
showing, among other things, that thic additions to the membership
during 1he past yzar were twensy-five ; and the diminutions by death

_%.. -and removai from town amounted (0 fourteen, The present membere
. -ship is unc hundred and thisty-three.

Thae Superintendent of thc
Sabbath School rc?mlcd 2 yeat of successful work 3 the school being
speciaily well provided with teachers both for the children aml for the
Biblz classes. The contributions of the school amounted to $S7.
The Woman's Forcign Mission Society and the Mission Band also
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presented reports of a favourable character ¢ showing their contribu.
tions 10 have been $70, and $15.37 respectively,  The managers re-
ported that, after sneeting atl expenses and outstanding accounts,
there was a balance in the ‘Treasurer's hands at 1he close of the year
of $77.  Messrs. Mulhotland, Gray, W. Carson and N. Willamson
were elected to take the places of the retiring managers.  The con-
tributions to Missions were apportioned at the mecting to the various
schewmes of the church,  These amounted to $150.850 making, with
the contributions from the ladies, a sum of $206, or an average of $2
per member to missions,  The amouat contubuted for congregational
purposes was, by envelope, $1,121.63 ; and by plate collections
$216.96 3 in all $1,338.59, or an avernge of $10 per member. The
conpicpation may be cobgratulated un these cvidences of prospenty.

THE peuple of Carmel Presbytenan Chtreh 1 thus place, on the
owcasiun of their anmversary on Moaday last, made a new departure,
Tusteal of the old fashioned  tea-meeung, with its bustle, and stir and
claiter, weary listening to lung speechies and weary dishwastung aftecs
wards, they gave a sacred cuncert, consisung of music, readings, 1¢ct:
tatins and shourt addeesses, by the Clinton Quartette club  the Sea-
furth Presbytedian chuir; Mro R, 11, Collins, of Lxeter : Mr. Hoar,
of Clintun, Miss Grace Robertsun, of Ciatan ;) fiev. Mr, McDonald,
of Seafuithi, and Reve Mr, Fletdher, of the Chames Road, assisted by
lucal talent, Apparently the people of Hemsall relished the change,
fr the chureh was nlled w0 overfluwing by a very appreciative aud.
ence. Rev. Mro Hendersun, the pastor, occupied the chawr, but s
duties were very hight, fur the otder throughout was exeetlent,  The
PIUATAIMIIME Was long, but autwithstanding this the mtevest was kept
up throughuu., whico 1~ tu small complimeat either to the committee
who had the manaement of the concert 1n hand, or to the performers.
When the programume was at an end the duaolopy was sung, Rev. Mr.
Cook pronounced the l)cnc(lictlun, and all departed to their homes,
ayparently delighted with the new kind of tea meeung.  The pro-
ceuds, including the Sunday collections, amounted, we believe, to the
handsome sum of $182,15.  On the precedmg Satbath, Rev. Dr.
Melaren, of Knox College, Torunty, preached 1a the furenoon and
evening, and Rev. Mr. Wilsun, of Lxeter, 1a the afternuon,  The
several ¢ mgregatiuns were large, but that on Sunday evenmg scarcely
I ft standing rvom anywhere within sound of the vuice of the learned
and eluguent preacher,  The guud people of Carmel Church and therr
worthy pastor ate to be cengr. tulated on the very great success which
has in evety way attended their auniversary services.

Tur annual congrepativnal mecung of Chalmers’ Chureh, Guelph,
was held Jast week.  Tie attendance was the targest that has yet
been seen at an annua meeting,  Mr. Surton, chammnan of the
Board of Manapers, presieed, and Mr, Melvin acted as secretary.
The mauagers’ reputt 1s a very full and satisfactory one, showing that
the cungregation 1s now entirely free of debt.  The mostgage on the
church building has been paid, as well as the cost of respunting and
renovating.  The total amount raised by the congregauon during the
past year from all soutces for congregational purpuses and for the
ifferent schemes of the church amuunis to $5,684.34, 2 large sum
considering tive number of members.  This sum, with the exception
of $140, which was realized by a public entertainment 1 aid of the
benevolent fund, was wholly cuntributed as free will offorings by the
congregation, without the ad of outside artractions or ententainments,
and represents contributions of about $30 per family, The congre.
gation was organized in fuly, 1368, with & membership of 116, at
commencem=nt of i Wardrope's pastorate.  Sep.., 156y, 130; in
1870, 182; 1875, 308 ; 1880, 330; 188S, 443 As an evidence of
the 1c'tve missivnary spirit in the congregaliun. it may hie mentioned
thar $1,035 were raised last year for tue various mussionary schemes.
‘The 1epores of the Session, Sabbath School, Missivnary Associauwn,
Ladies’ Auxitiary, Mission Band, and Young People’s Liteeary Assoc-
iation, were also very satisfactury, and shuwed that every department
of 1the work is beipy efficiently and successfully carnied on under the
cate of the estzemed pastor, Reve Dr. Wardrope. The managers
whon setire by rotation were re elected, and Mr, Geo. Shortreed was
appointed in place of Mr. Geo. A, Sumerville. Hearty votes of
thanks were given to the Managess, the Secretary and Treasurer, and
these were re appointed, Mr. Siitton being Charrman, Mr. Melvin,
Sec, and Mr, A.J Litle, Treas.  During the evening the chor,
under the management of Mr. Maitland, gave some excellent music,
and the proceedings, which were of a most pleasant and congratu-
latury character, were brought to cluse with the benediction.

THE annual meeting of St. Paul's Church, Ianulton, was held
last week. The happy spuit that pervaded the meeting and the ad-
mirable showing presented by the reports of ali the orgamzations of
the Church made it aninteresting occaston.  After devotronal exer-
cises conducted by the pastor, Rev. Dr. Lawdlaw, Mr. M, Lepyat was
chosen chawrman, and Mr. Lyman Lee, B.A., secretary.  The report
of the Session showed the additives to the membership dunng the
past year to have been fifty seven ; dismussals by certificate, thinty.
une 3 remuvals by death, eight 53 present membership, 543, a net in-
crease of cighteen : number of eldets, sixteen, lour of whom—Messts.
George Black, A. A. McKillop, Alexander McLagan and William
Wilson~ucre added to the Session i December last the financial
staiement of the treasurer of Session showed that the sum of $141 Sg
had been disbussed fur congregational chanty and session expenses,
leaving a balance of 69.00 1 the treasury.  Tae tepost of the mana-
gers as well as that of the Session made reference to the increascd at-
tendance at the vartuus services of the church and the increased zeal
and activity mamiest 10 all depantments of the Church’s work., The
ordinaty Sabbath colicctions for the year amounted to $3,202.63,
an increase of $203.49 vver 1887, and an average of $60.45 per Sun-
day. The increase 15 partly duc to Jhe ncreased adopton of the
cavelope system, fur which the managers expressed their indebtedness
1o the cffurts of the Ladies’ Association.  Pew rents for the year,
$2,128. The course of medical ltectures under the auspices of the
Ladies’ Ascociation uctted the sum of $223. Afier paying off
a debt of $392.36 un the Sexton's cottage, and $673.77 of yearly
interest vn murigage, the managers, owt of the revenue received by
them fromy all sources, werc in a position to meet the current
expenses of the Chuich, leaving a balance of $76.335 on hand.
The report of the Missionary Commutee—Geo. A, Young, treasuter
—was the most gratifying teport this commitice has ever presented,
Heshowed the receipts from half yearly collections from  missions,
cie, to have hieen §645,75 3 from special collections and individual
contributions towant missionuy, benevelent aad educational objects,
$1,949 §1 : from Women's Forcign Missionary Auxiliary, $277,45 ;
Tlame Cucle Mission Band, $121.52 3 Buds of Promise Mission Band,
$19.59 making a total of $3,014.42, which wasapporntivned to Home
and Forcign Missions, French Evangelization, Stipead Augmenta-
tion, Aged and Infism Ministers' Fu d, Mintsters’ Widows’ and Ot-
phany’ Fund, Queen’s, Knox and Manuaba Colleges, and various
other oljects, including two city missions. A pleasant feature of the
evening was the reading of the 1eposts of the Ladies Association,
Home Circle Mission Band and Buds of Promise by their respeciive
sceretaties, Mrs. Bulwell Way, Miss J. 1. Crawford and Miss I A
Smith.  The repurt of Miss 1. Wilsan, szerclary of the WLE.M.
Auxiliary, was, in her absence, vead by Mr. W, Wilson. The
report of the Young People’s Socicty of Christian Endeavour, read
by the I'resident, Mr. Al A, McKillop, stated that the society has
106 membeis, forty-cight active and ifty cizht afsociate, and that at
a recent mecting at which Rev. J. Wilkie, from Indore, was present,
one of the members had pledged hersell for the yeatly support of 2
teacher at Indore, and it isexpected that the seciety will in the neas
future undeitake the suppoit ol other teachers among the heathen.
The Sunday-schonl report showed the total number of scholars earol.
led to be 3403 teachers and office-Jcarcrs, forty-one.  ‘Total average
attendance, 250, Offerings, $207.37—524 03 higher than in any
former year—tcing an average of $5.62 per Sabbath, The following
managers, retiting by ntation, weie re-clecled s Messrs, Samucl
Briggs, Donald Crear, H. P. Cobutn and Wm. Malcolm. Mr. John'
Stewart, was re-clected in place of Mr. Robert Hutchison, resigned.
Major John Glasgow and Mr. Byron Smith were re-clected Auditors.
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GoLDEN ‘Tex1, - Be not afraid only believe.
SHORTER CATECHISM,

Question 7 We speak of *“decrees ™ because, being nmite, we
necessarily think unly ulune small part of Gud's plan at a tme, Bt
to his mind and will it is unly une sicgle plan, embracing as one
system all the ends, means, and conditivis of cvents i therr natural
relations. It estabilishes the dependence of ends on means and condi-
tiuns, so that these can never be separated.  The hibenty of free
agents and the contingency of secuid causes are included 1y God's
decree, and, therefure, can never be interfoeed with by i, (Compare
the 2pth and 315t veises of Acts 27.)  This une all-comprehensive
decree is necessary if Gud infallibly furchnows whatsvever will come
to pass. For if he !orqsws how any man will act s a given con-
juncture, and so futesecing procecds o create him and place hur
that cunjuncture, he, of course, in su dung, predetermines the occur-
rence of the cvent.  But the event itsc!f is no less free, bang pro-
duced solely by the ra'is ual, unbouad will of the wan lamsell.  Tins
Plan must be sovereyn, since Ged alune exists when he formed it, and
all things that afterward exist are made what they are by the plan .
self.  And fror the same reason the single gieat end of the Plap 18 the
gloay of God humself 5 that is. the manitestation of Ilis inherent ex-
cellence by the exercise of His perlectivns. H the glury of Gud isthe
chief end of the plan, it must, of couse, e the chief end of euvesy
part of it—ol creation, u(provndcnrc, and of redempitivn , and su the
Seriprures declate  This Plan, hang universal, must include the
designed and deliberate permission of sin, and the deteraunation to
overrule it to the end ot his own plory.  But God cannot be the
cause of sin  The only cause of sin 15 the rebellivus wiils of his
creatures,  The Scriprures assign to Gid only these relations to s :
(1) He abhors iv; (2) He forbids i, {3) e permits 185 (4) He ree
strains it ; (§) He punishes it 5 (0) He vverrules its cunsequences to
good, (Ps. 70° 105 Acts 2 235 4 27, Nh—~d. A Hodge, DD,

INTRODUCTORY,

Returning from the eastern sude of the lake to Capernaum Jesus
accepts an invitation 1o a feast in the house of Matthew the publican,
or tax gatherer. While there He embraces the opportumty of n-
structing the peaple assembled. A raler of the synagogue, named
Jairus, calls tequesting Jesus 1o heal iy daughter who is at the point
of death. On’ the way to the house of Jauus another miraculous
cure 15 wrought by the Great Physician. In  the  miraculous
cures wrought by Jesus there was no respect of persons,  Rich and
poor, young and old alike, were the sutjects of Hhs tender and
gractous dealing.  Jairus was a man of seme influence and social
position ; while on™ Ilis way to the housewf a ruler in the synagogue
He healed the poor woman who was not only weak but destitute of
means.

i. An Afflicted Woman.—This poor woman had long been a
grievous sufferer.  Her uisease was of long-standing, and, therefore,
incurable by human skill. The nature of her complaint rendered
her unclean according te the Jewsh law, and the depressing cffect of
ber separation from friends would make her case all the more distres-
sing. Shs had used all the means witlin her reach, and in secking
aid from the doctors of the time she was none the better and had
spent all her means.  There is a great difference between the doc-
tors of that day and the thoroughly trained physicians and surgeons
of to-day. Vast improvements have been made inthe science of
healing, but still there are cases that baflle the skill of the wisest and
the best.  This puor wuman had heard of the wonderful things
Jesus bad dune; how He bad cured mauny aftlicted ones, and how
cumpassionate He was with ali the disiressed.  The woman had strong
faith in Jesus, It overcame many ovstacles.  Modest and shrinkinﬁ
as she was, she determined to embrace the opporainity of Christ’s
presence.  She pushed through the crowd that followed Jesus on the
way to the house ol Janus, and tvuched His garment, the fringe or
1assels that depended frum the lvose flowing cuter robe.  Herein is
her faith revealed, she evidently beheved that a healing power went
forth frum Chnst. It was not sufficient for Hun 10 say a word 3 the
silent tuuch would be sufficient.  ler contident fanth is expressed in
her own words, * If I may touch but Ihis clothes 1 shal) be whole,”
The disease that had aflicted her so lung s at last cured, and is cured
instantly. Christ's miracles wereall immediate.  Theseinstantaneous
cures wruught Ly Jesus are signiticant of the soul's heahng.  1ltis a
complete salvatiun that Jesus offers and that e has provided.

1I. The Woman's Faiti Confirmed. Jesus, who knows all
things, was perlectly conscivus of what had taken place. lle
kncw that Ihis healing power had been excried, and, turming round
to those pressing on Him, asks, ““ Who touched my clothes? The
question was not to elicit inf rmation, but to call furth the acknow-
ledgment of the woman who had been healed, and to afford her the
oppuriunity for the confitmition of her faith.  The disciples rather
wonder at the question, and refer to the closeness of the cager
crowd, and have no idea that the touch of faith by a timid woman
had bzen responded to by Chri Us mizaculous healing.  How quict
and silent in its cxercise is Christ's healing power! ltle looked
round. The woman was agitated by that look,  She knew thatat
was scarching her.  She was aftaid and trembling.  She natusally
shrank (tom pablicity, and shc may have pussitdy dreaded a rebuke
for what she might suppise was her presumption.  She poes forward
at once, and, following the custom of her country and race, she
prostrated herselt at Jesus' feet, and telle her story in the hearing of
those round about. No wotd of reproach, no rebuke proceeds from
Him who never. quenches the smo- ing flax, nor breaks the bruised
recd 3 He speaksan tender and lova. © accents 10 the agitated woman
reassuring words of comfors. e ¢« prominence to the truth that
faith had been the instiument of ber cure, as it is the cssential
condition of salvation. e Lids her goin peace. [t isin Chuist only
that peace and joy can be found.  She now departs whole in body
and in soul with Christ’s bencdiction,

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

Soul physicians cannot heal the soul from the discase of sin, but
they can point to the 'hysician whn is able to save.

\What a compassionate and loving Saviout is Jesus !

Faith is necessary to salvati . It must lay hold on Christ.

Ciaist desires cven the humblest and most timid of Tis followers
apznly to conless Him.

Suffciing, theugh never in itself agreeable, may bethe means of
Jeading the suffaer 1o Chiist, from wham alone effective help can
ceme.

LESSON BIBLE READING.

TIE TJOUCH OF JENUS,

~a e
- 3

Desiting Jesus' touch (Madk v, Luke xviin 13).

Desiring to touch Jews (Matt. ix. 20, 2t : Mark i 105 v, 27,
283 Luke vi. 195 v, g4).

Healed by the touch of Jesus (Mait. wiii. 3, 155 ix. 295 Macki,
413 vl 333 Luke v, 135 Vil 155 xxil 51

. Il6§alcd by touching Jesus (Mat, xav 362 Mol v, 27.20;5 Maik

vi. 56).

The toucher sought (Matk v. 30, 31 ; Luke viii. 45).

Touch (crhidden (John xx. 17).



