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tbe minutes had been read and adjusted, applications from
the Presbyterics of Kingston, Toronto, and Whitby for .eave
to tzke certain students on tiial fof license were granted.

An overture {rom Brock street Church, Kiogston, asking
the Synod to overture the Assembly in favour of adopting
another version of the Metrical Psalms, which would have &
greater variéty of metre and be altogether free frum nbsolete
wotds and imperfect versification, was taken up.  The Rev.
Mr. Andrew Wilson, the pastor of Brock street Church, was
heard in its support, and afler considerable discussion it was
aglxjcd to allow the overtare in the meantime to lie on the
table.

The report on tempemnce was read by Rev. Mr. Fraser,
of Mount Forest. It strongly deplored the prevalence of
drunkenness in the country, and lhopcd that all would en-
courage total abstinence. It speclally urged that “treating
io all its forms, and the use of intoxicating liquors at public
dinnears, ete., should be discouraged,

The report was received and its recommendations taken
up serictim.  The first recommendation was that circulars
be sent to all sessions to fill up and return to the Committee
on Temperance ; second, that a pastoral letter be sent to all
our churches on the subject; third that the sessions give all
diligence to promote teimperance, especially awung the
young ; fourth, a protest was raised against treating and the
use of liquors at public dinners; fiftb, that the Synod
instructs its Temperance Committee to watch carclully any
attempts to lessen the efficiency of the Scott Act, and to op-
pose the same by petition or otherwise, and lastly, that
attention should {)e drawn to the recommendations of last
year, especially thoze regarding total abstineace and prohibi-
tion, which are as follows: “That ministers and church
courts should urge upon their people the practice of total ¢ b.
stinence as a matter of Christian expediency under the
c'rcumstances in which we are placed, and that every cffort
should be made to bring about as soon as possible the
entire prohibition of the liquor traffic.”

A lengthened and very animated discassion on these recome
mendations ensued They were ultimately adopted, with
the exeeption of the third, which urged the establishment of
congregational total abstinence socicties. This was dropped,
while after considerable discussion on the one 1n reference to
the Scott Act, it was somewhat modified. When this
recommendation was taken up Principal Grant objected to
it as indefinite. .

Prof. Gregg said it would be well to make it definite by
condemning the action of the Senate on the Almon amend-
meat 1o the Scott Act, and he moved to that effect.

Mr. Yellowlees said he was disappointed with the recom-
mendations on the subject of temperance, as they were not
stroop enough, but rather calculated to neutralize any action
they had previously taken.

Rev. J. M. King said he felt much out of place when
cz2lled upon to condemn a legislative body, for he was notin
a position to give an opinion as intelligently as he would
like. Information should be laid before him as a member
of the Synod which would enahle him to judge intelligently
of the action of the Senate. What wou‘d they think if a2
legislative body condemned the action taken by the Synod ?
These matters should be looked at by them as citizens, and
not as members of an ecclesiastical body.

Rev. D. J. Macdonnell said this recommendation seemed
to take it for granted that the Synod had endorsed the
Scott Act, which he did not know that as yet they had done.
He believed that while a majority of the Synod favoured the
Scolt Act as citizens, many, even of that majority, would
not like 1o see the Synod cndorse it.

Rev. Mr, Hastic asked if the Synod would be justified in

ing a resolution condemning the Senate for some inter-
erence with the law of Sabbath observance.

Rev Mr King hoped that a plain statement of one of the
commandments would not be put on the same plane as an
inference from Scripture tcaching. As a citizen he had
favoured prohibition, but he did not feel easy in discussing a

rtially political question here as a member of the Synod.
Many of the political questions had their moral side, yet
they would not thick of discussing them here.

Rev. Mr. Mullensaid the recommendation of the Commit-
tee was not so strong as the resolution of the Assembly last
year. e read from the minutesof 1850 a resolution unani-
mously adopted, strongly favouring the Scott Act, and
thanking Parliament for passing it.

Rev. Mr. McLaren thought that some attention should
be paid to the respect duc to our legislators, and therefore
he moved that for the Committes’s recommendation the fol.
lowicg be substituted : ¢ That the Synod instrests its Tem-
perance Committee to be hereafter appointed to watch over
all attempts to make sech amendments to the Canada Ter.
perance Act as may be calculated to neatralize its efficiency,
and by petition, depatation, or otherwise, to use all suitable
meass to averst the same.”

Rev. Ms. Pringle, of Georgetown, spoke strongly in favour
of the Scott Act. He said he came fresh from the contest in
Halton which had resulted in the adop*’on of the Act, and
he could not scc why, if he counld tavour the Act, the
Church he represented could not do the same.  He favoured
the Boultbee ameadment providing that a majority of the
voters must favour the Act before it could be camried. He
condemned, however, the Almon amendment, allowing
wi?,a.an'd :*.]]eG under thti Act. . . "

rincipal Grant spoke very strongly against any interfer-
eace on this subjccl.p He ha?l ncvcrg read the Scott Act; he
had more imporfunt things to read than the tinkering Acts
on thissubject.  When he heard men talk as if the whole
fate of certain moml reforms depended spon the action of
some particular politician or legislative body, he wondezed if
he was in a spintaal court—if his brothers forgot the great
weapons of the Church. He strongly objected to the ap-
pointment of any committee to speak in the name of the
Synod on sich a subject as this. Hc pointed out that the
last speaker had favoured one amendment but not the other,
{ﬂ the Committee might go to Ottawa, and, speaking in
Mr. Prngle’s name, condemn both amendments. He
maved that the recommendation be struck out, and no action
taken on the subject. ’ '

Reys Mr. Coalthard, of Picton, urged that the Church

should take its stand against the traffic which tended against
ibe moral welfare of the communily.

Cn a vote be g taken, Prof. McLarea's resolution was
carried.

At the evening sederunt the Rev. Mr. Roger, of Ashbum,
read the report of the Committee on the State of Religion,
which was of an exceedingly cncouraging descuption, 1t
spoke of a largely increased interest in divine things in very
mauy of the congregations within the bounds, rising in not
a few cases to what might be styled remarkable religrous
awakenings, which had resulted already in great good, and

ave promise of being still more marked and influential.
T'he hearts of many of God's people had been thereby greatly
tejoiced, as they marked in such movements the prayers
and exerlions of past years gractuusly owred and answered.

The Committee made the fullowing recommendations . —

1. That the Synod express its thankfulness for the goodness
of God in the prosperity of a large portion of the Church
under the repularly conshituted means of grace. 2. That the
Synud gratefully acknowledge the blessing of Gud which
has accompamied the spectal evangelistic services which
have been held in many places, and renew theie recummen-
dation to the ministers and sessions that such mecungs
shuuld be held where proper conditivns were found to exist.
3. That the Synud renew its instructions to the Commattee
on the State of Religion to co-operate as far as possible in
the conduct of these services, where such assistance may be
desirable. 4. At the same time the Synod recommends that
great care should be taken not to allow any such special
cfforts tu cause a relaxauun of the ordinary stawed labours of
ministers, elders, ot peuple, amd while freely acknuwledging
the activity of some in Sabbath schools, missionary societices,
etc., they recommend that greater attention should bie de-
voted tu the drawing out the energices of the people in ndi-
vidual as well as well as assuciated effurt, speciaily n seck-
ing the salvation of souls. They also recommend that the
first Sabbath of October be set apart for impressing the im-
portance of this duty and privilege from the pulpus. §.
Ihey commend to the General Assemlly the following
resulution, unanimously adupted by the Piesbytery of To-
ronto . —That the unanimity of sentiment expressed by a
large proportion of the reports, as to the benefits derived
frum evangelistic services, in not only quickening the people
of Gud, Luuin the cunversiun of sinners, pruve that the dive
ine blessing is accompanying a form of work which is ew-
dently destined to become increasingly useful, and that,
therefore, if we are to hold it in control it shuuld be serously
asked if the time has not come for our Church to take defin-
ite action in this matter by scuini: apart one or more aalh.
fied ministers, whose duty it shall be to dothe work of cvan.
gehists. 6. That the attention of munisters be devoted to
those doubtful and objectionable aspects of thought which
are at present disturbing the wiidsof many and turning them
away from the simplicity of the truth, that the evil ansug
therefrom may as far as possible be counieracted. 7. That
Scssions and Presbyteries be urged to send 1n more full and
prompt retuias. and that their consideration be made the
occasion of conferences upon the State of Religion, and that
they be invited to send any resolutions and suggestions
agreed upon at such conferences.

The report was received, the committee thanked, and the
various recommendations taken up and considesed sazafisr.

On the first being again read, Principal Grant said hchad
much pleasure in recommending its adoption. He heantily
agreed that spzcial services had been useful.  The Churcl
must 1y 20 sirihe 2 mean between dall, monotonous routine,
and that restless state resulting frem a motbid craving for
constant change. The Church must keep in view its great
object. When it forgot that, it became idvlatrous, however
beautiful an object of idolatry might be the building of
churches, endowing of colleges, and musal reform. Political
reform was not the object of the Church, but winning souls
for Chuist, and brioging the world in subjection to Him, It
was adopted.

The sccond, third and fourth were also adopted after
most excellent addresses delivered by various members of
the Court. Among others by Rev. Messts, McLeod, Par-
sons and Carmichael, of Markham. .

\When the fifth recommendation in reference to the ap-
pointment of one or more evangelists was taken up, there
was more divcrsix of opinion, not in reference to the object
aimed at, but to the particular suggestion as to the means to
be erployed.

Rev. Mz Mitchell, of Bellesille, stated the pleasure 1t
gave him to testify to the good done by speaial services, znd
there could be little doubt that special work required special
worker. Now the practical question is . Should the Synod
single out special men for the work 2 To Belleville they had
the advantage of 2 visit from Mr. Torrance, of Psterboro,
who rendered great aid, and visits from other ministers bang
always helpful this might be cultivated more. \We want our
Moodys, ;f such there are in our Church. There are hund-
teds, both of our ministers and laymen, who could do noble
work in this department, and if evangelists shall be appo:nt-
ed let them come {rom the ministerial or fay brethem of our
Chuzch.

Rev. Mr. Little, of Bowmanville, addresed the Synod upon
the same subject.  He considercd that of the many agencics
of the Charch that of the evangehist might be very useful,
not only in aiding in syccial work, but in extending help in
sparse settiements.  He held that wrong views naght be en-
tertained on this subject.  Philip and Timothy of old went
from place to place doing God's wotk. God scemed to be
opening the door for such an office at the present ime, when
He has been blessing the Churches so signally by special ser-

vice.

Rev. Mr. Milligan, of Toronto, followed, looking at the
subject in 2 different :u-{u:cx and taking exception to the ap-

intment of ancvangelist, temacking that if we could get the
individoal effort seferred to to-night merecommon in onr con-
gregations all oar services would be special,

Prof. McLaren also took exceptionto the recommendating.
The work of an evangelist, as he viewed it, was in outlaying
districts, and he regarded our home missionarics as falfilling
that mission. Iie sugpested that the matter be laid over for
another year.

Principal Caven cntirely agreed with the last speaker.
Ile cautioned the Synod against rashly committing them.
selves to the ap!)olnlmcnl of an evangelist. 1le regarded
all our missionaries as such, and by loosening men from their
charge, and sending them among our people, great harm in-
stead of good might be done.

Kev. Dr. Rewd spuke for a few moments taking exception
to the appointment of an evangelist.  \While great good had
been accomplished by brethern appointed to such an office,
yet an evangelist such 2s is Kro osed would fail, e feared, to
accomplish the objects sought for.

Rev. Mr. Macdonacll followed, favouring the recommen.
dation. This was the first ume that fault had been found
with the word * evanpelist.”  Now why should nut this mat.
ter be dune systemaucally, having special men for special
work? If men can be brought to the Lord Jesus Christ by
special efforts, why not have men appointed specially adapied
for the work,

On mouon of Pranapal Caven the whole case was referred
to a commuttee to be appointed for further consideration, and
the Synod adjourned.

After adjournment the members of Synod and other
fiiends were invited to an entertainment prepared for them
in the basement of the church by the ladies. A very pleas.
ant hour or so was there spent in social intercourse,

On Thursday the rest of the business of the Synod was dis-
posed of.  The Peterboro’ case was referred to a commuttee,
which, by and by, brought 1n a unanimous finding, which
was adopted by the Synod, and was to the following effect :

* Sustan the appeal 10 so far as to find that the appellaut
was entitled to have the enquiry prosecuted or the pention
withdrawn ; but inasmuch as after heating all parties it
appears no wnterest of justice or religion requires further in-
vestigation, the Synod decides that the matter now take end.
Further, the Synod secojmize the excellent spint by which
the Presbytery has been acwated throughout, and their ob-
vious desire to deal faithfully under difficult circumstances.”

In this all parties acquiesced, and what threatened to be
buth a disagreeable and protracted ease was happily settled.

The Comamuttee on Sabbath observance brought in 1ts re-

rt, which was received and gave nse to a somewhat

engthencd discussion.

A specia. commattee was appointed todrafl a finding on the
subject. This finding was, at a later stage, brought in and
adopted. It was to the following effect :

«“1st. That while the Synod learns, with gratitude, that
the « bservance of the Sabbath 1s attended to throughout its
boun. s with a large measure of outward propriety, they, at
the same time, regret to find that in various localities the
Lord's day i3 desecrated by the ruanming of railroad cars and
steambuoats, by Sabbath excursions, by funerals unnecessar-
ily conducted on the Lord's day, and by social visits.
and. That the Synod, strongly disapproving of these forms
of Sabbath desccration, carnestly recommnead to mimisters
and Kirk sessions, to discourage them as far as possible, and
particularly recommend that mimisters should, dunng the
year, take uccasion tu preach upan the nature and obligation
of Sablath observance; and further recommend our people
to szt their faces aganst all forms of Sabhath desecration.
3rd. That the + )mmittee on Sabbath observance be ine
structed to sera wown to the Presbytenes a senes of ques-
tiuns fur the purpese of ubtaiming snformauon and supgesuons
bearing on this subject, with a view to the adoption of such
measures as may seem advisable in the interests of Sabbath
observance.”

Rev. J. M. Cameron, Toronto, submitted the report of
the Committee on Sabbath School work.  The reports from
the Presbyteries were full, and the statistics could be given
better than in former years. Number of teachers, 2.037;
scholars on the roll, 17,944; average attendance, 12,9303
communicants admitted dunng the year, 739; communi-
cants under istruction 1n schools, 612. Amount of money
expended for Sabbath school purposes, $3.692; subscribed
for schemes of Church, $2.308 ; numberof books in libm.
nes, 39,202. Complants were made of the diversity of
hymn-books in schouls, and that weckly teachers’ meetings
for study of lesson 2r¢ not so common as they ought to be.
Very little was done in the way of teacher-tmining, which
was regarded by some Presbyteries as of great importance
The distinctive principles of Presbytenanism were appar-
catly not much taught.

After some remarks by several members,

Rev. Mr. Fraser, Mount Forest, moved that the report
be received and adopted, with thanks to the committee, es-
peanlly to the convener, and that the Synod express its
gratification at the fullpess of the report and the favourable
features apparent in it and draws attention to the necessity
of giving our Sabbath school teachers as good a training as
possible for their special work.

This molion was camned and the Commuttee reappoiated
with Mz. Cameron convener.,

The complaint of Rev. Mr. Wilson, of Kingston, against
the action of the Kingston Preshytery in the matter of the
Rev. Joshua Fraser, was sustamcg. and the onginal resolu-
tion of thie Presbytery on that case was oniered to be cacried
out. ~ )

An overtare in reference toraising $12,000 for the library
of Knox College, was upanimously and cordially adopted.
After hearty votes of thanks had been daly accorded to the
friends in Bowmanville for their great kindness and hospi-
tality, an exceedingly pleasant and profitable mecting of the
Synod was brought to 2 close.

The pext meeting is to be held in Peterboro’, and within
St Paul's Charch theee, on the first Tuesday of May, 1882,
at seven o'clock p.m.

CoME in, O strong and deep love of Jesus, like the sea at
the flood of spring-tides 3 cover all my powers, drowa all
my sins, wash out all my cares, lift up my earth-bound soul,
and float it right up to the Lord's feet ; and there let mie lie,
a poor brokea shell, washed up by His love, baving no vir-
tue or value; and only ventunng to whisper to Him that if
He will put His car to me, he will hear within iy heant
faint cchoes of the waves of His own -love, which have
brought me where it is my delight to lie, even at His feet
forever.—Spurgeon. :



