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THE BELLE 0F FLORENCE.

ToNvards the iiiiddle of the sev'cîteenth century Florence stili
groaned tînder the terrible frtîardianship) of the Medici, and crimes
of the depest (Ive Mtaini the ainais of t buse yeaî'.t. Nothiîig
prospered under thie îiisrule, savn. vice andl kiiavery.

At that tinte the 1-ellc tif FlIorece w&vi Uateî'iiia 'Iorella, a
young ail(] singularly iintere4ing girl, Nho liael been deprivcd of
lier parents by aul epide-iiie the year before. Lovely as ant angel
in person, Caterina 'vas gifted with ail the qualities of a relinied,
sensitive, and generous Onind. Ilcr edietion had been of the
first order, and lier talents alio.st alîîout. to gLeloni s.

Fairer than inoit of the Florentine wvoller, lier armis and neck
werc dazzIiing in their p urity and ,;iiuottitiess. lier bair, scarceiy
whiat inigt U caled black, bu t rather the deepest.shade of brown,
fell over lier superb shouilders in a luxuriance seldoin eqtuaiicd,
and -whlen unbound it almost eovered lieer pet f.ý et figuîre.

llnprotected a-, qhe waq, ('aterina wa.s inii<ticed tu cusitract. a
niiarriagte wvil~as everv wvay urîtitting, and wlîieli eventually
brought soriroN and anguish ti) îîiany bearis thaï, loveil the yoting
and 'beaittifuil orphan.

At the churcb of Saint Aînbrogio, she attracteil tie attention
of Giustino Canacci, a Florentine gentlemîanî, wvbo-.iltliotib lie
lind a son by a former niarriage whose age would ]lave beent far
mrore suitable ta liers-sitceedcdi in etngagmng the interest and
syînpathy of Caterinia.0 "l

Silo n'arried him, and perhaps felt a sense of protection in bis
love; but lier affections were neyer bis. Site becamle sad, (ili,and nelaîîeholy, ami tbey w'ho had kuowvn the lively ail( fei-i
riating girl couid scarcely recognize tbe grave, tbiotigbtfiil wvoinan
%vho prcsided over Canilaeci's liotse, and wvas called uiI~rlby the
"rown-up soit, Jkirtolomnoet.

C)But altlîuu:4b the youth eailed lier by tîat sacred naitie, lie
hiad over feit -isiike towards lier-either on ber own account., or
froua un\vilIingiie.s'ý tu sce lus dead îniotliet-'s p)lae,,, occupied -,and
hie negected no opportunity of inaking lier feel that site -%vas ani
unwelcoie inniate of Uic bonuse, as far as lie 'was concerned].

Nothilig, bowever, couid weaken the passion wieh Caniacoi
folt for ]lus yotîng aud beautiful wife. lie lavished mnoney and
jewels ini profusion, and ailowed lier the utinost latitude, both in
expense and liberty ue action. Site wvcut into societ-y con-tantly.
,or received guiestq of qdistincti.nîi for %'eaiUî and talent-, at lier
own buouîse.

Atin(n the guests va-s Jacopo Salviati, the Dukze of Sai
Gi an an o is firqt initroductioni tu lier :,le resumc

portion of the lig-lit-lioartedl inanhuer wbieb wvas so essenially lier
owvn. Tlîy talked togetlier, andI initual syînpathy \vas at once
establishe d. Tei <luke bad marricîl unliappily. ilis wife was
Veronica Cibo, of the Princes of Massa, a lîaugiity, e\,acting
w'oman, wlîo was jealotis of ber youi-g and liandsoîîe bu.mband,
and %vlho lîad lîitlierto beeni quite unabeý to attach lifnself hi bier.

Private interviews soon suieceedeil this introduction. It was
a fearful ordeal for two young., beau tifuil, and passiamiate creatulres3,
of -whonîi ne as 'vedded to a-0, andtI de otiier to uigliness aîid
pride, anti they did not pasz througlu unscatbed.

Long and secretly wvere tliy 1beloved byr ecallter, unsus-
uuccted by tho dticlîe.s or the busband of Caterima. At lengtlî

oe veninoe tic former reeec' a note of so satiga nature
thaï;su suinnîoned the w'riter ta an iiniediate confet'c'îuee. A
low-browed, sallow mnan obeyed beor sunumniions.

"Arc you prepared to furnisî proofs to stistain the assertions
youi nake in this note?" site tsh-ed, holding, ont the pmper wlîicli
she ha<] crumpled in lier wrnth, and whieb lic rccognizcd as bis
oNvn).

1 ail), nuadaînie."
By wlîat token ?"
IDv ny ewn namne, whielà is also dishoîiourcd. I miti thc son

of Caterina Caînacci's lîusband. My flîtlir as i'ct regardls bis wife
as innocent. He is an old mnan. 1 would alot briing, the tnsk of
punishment tupon his bands, but I willingly take part with yotirsclf."

Good i miy revenge will ho sure, depend on it. 1 wili tint

It wvs tue 31,t of Deccnîber, 16i38. T1'ie day had becti cldllv,
but tic Italian sunîsct bail beon g-lorioitq, anI liad faded iiwal int
the soit twilight, wiîicu had ngnin gviven pince to darkness. .Und<'s
caver of this darkniess, Çaterina C:înacci liad left lier bîouse uinsui-
peccd, and talien lier way towards a bouse nt the end of the V11;
dle Piliîttri, close ta, tlie clîtrcli of St. Aimubrogio, wliere site fiit
met lier lîusbnd, and whlîi 8lie miever passed wvitliout a feeling %,f
pr(fhîîd regret tlîat sloe bla ever entercd it.

Site lind, lierlunps, nppointed ta îîîect the Duke, but ho hiad îî'.t
îîppo:îred. Scverail friends who were iii bis confidenice were presoiit.
and Caterina had p)repnyed a littie cntcrtaiîiiîîent, ta pass away tue,
t:iic-gliid to escape froîîî tlîe insupportable duliness of home andI
tîme initolerable stupidity of Bartolommeio, wiîo persisted in mlaiîî
P part of tlîe evcTin g circle, aithougli lie could wcll se that lii'
prL'etee was disigrectubie and annuying to Caîturina.

But lio kneîcv what lie wvns about. M;uny ai cvonimîg he ball
trackced lier, disguYiiscd as site %vas, to tue Vi dealsr nd tlii
evcnin- of' ail otliers lie imitcmded ta enîter :înd enjoy thc confusion
whlicli lie kr1ew she niist feel niost keenîr nît siglît of' Iiii.

Ho lîad just reccivcd a note fromn tho duclicss, in wluiclielle told
liiiu that lie ivas ta ineet tlîree persons at a certalin place, conduiri
tîmomn to tlie bouse il) qucstioîli, and ]cave then to pcrfori bier
orders. Wbat tiiese oiders wcre, in Justice to Bartolommeco Nyv
mnust record tliat hoe %vas f'ar froii im:îgiriniig-but that it îvould be
bo exposure hie doubtcd flot.

Fe ivent ta the place nppoiîited, and found, as the duchcss lia!
forewarntd linii, three mon, apparently of rank and fashion. lut
tlî'se days, liowevcr, mnm of' that stamp froquently joined tîme
vaîrionîs associations of lawless ruffians NvIio preycd %ilion 6ocicty andi
renpcd gold froin tlioir crimes

Ho conductcd tbem, ivithouit a %word, towards thic hurcu oi
San Amubrogio. Standing for a mionient under its sacred portaI,
aided by Ille fcebic ligbt that burned bet'ore the image of the paîtronl
saint of the cîjurcli, hc selected a kecy froin mamîy others. This lie
baid causcd to be made frorn ane stolen from Uic cabinet of lus
young stepmnotlier, and îvbicli ho baild alrcaidy used ta open the'
bouse in Uie Via de Pilattri.

'lie menx followed limiiii, and proceed tu an iinier apart-
ment, of îvhicb tic door stood ajar. By this door Uîey too, ti
thîcir station, %vitellin- and listcning. Sounds of hînglitor, iiîîgiled
witli son, grceeted their cars. Two or thrc ivomenn and as mnvî
mon sat around a table on whiclî iere ivines aud refreshînents.
Gaiety ruîlcd the hour. Ca:erina itlone dîd not join it. There ivas
a shadoiv ovor bier beautiful face, imud bier large lustrous eye.,
scenied ta sFîine only thrauigh unsicd tears. Alrondy, perhaps, Se
sickencc] over tîme tliougblt tlîat silo miglit be betraycd ta lier lus-
baînd. Or t rnay ho that penlience baud already begun, and the ad
upwvard look of tiiose eyos nuiglt bo asking pity and forgT,"veness foi-
lier orror8.

Ca-nacci l.ad lilced ta sec bis yauing vifle ricbly dreFsed, and bncI
loaded lier witlî jcwel's and trinkets ai the înast costly nature.
But this oi'ening site ivas indcbted ta none of tliese. Silo wore a
plain gi'oy dress ivithout a sinigle ornazment. Tfli long tresses ivore
gtheicd in a stylo of sevcrost simplicity at; tlîe back of bier hcadi,

and tlîe arins and ncck were scrtupulously covored. Stili she was
mucvcri' nore.pc-fcctly lovelv, naw that lier ibcauty ivas îîat depemident
un floiver, or gemi, or costly fabrie. Tfli pure niarble of ber fac(-
was iiot ligliteul up by the faiintest slîade of crimusan, but lier lips
1usd not yildcd their ricu colour ta tue sadness that ivas evidentîv

,grwig uonlier. Bttepalenes, te sdeswrete
uiat praphetie?"

Howv feit the biard, cold, cruel Veronica au this oveniful cveingi
elo li ath noa fury like a waman scorned." lHo%' engcrly shc îvaitcd

for lier coadjutor, Bartolommeo Canacci, hîimself as cold, as liard,
alld cruel as she ; Site hens a stop, and in a moment, breatlîless
and trembling îvithli s firat great crime, ho appears before lier ivitb


