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THE ONTARIO FARMER.

(Juny,

position, it they grow feedingon the fertilizing
materials added to the soil from water, and from
the air which surrounded them. Both air and
water were indispensable; hence the necessity for
rain, and for the continued stirriug up of the soil
by barrowing the suiface, so that *.c ajr should
penetrate to the roots, and the water in a heavy
shower, should sonk into the ground, instead of
runping oft and wetting only the surface. Thus, if
the day’s hoeing was useful to the growing crop, it
was made equally instructive tv the minds of the
boys, for a practical lecture was delivered on the
the spot, with fact and illustration united. Lcssons
thus learned ave usnally the most instructive, as
well as most likely to be remembered. :

When the day's work was done, the old man sat
down upon the stump of an apple-tree to rest, the
boys gathering about him, and Tony asked, « Uncle
Benny, how much money can an acre of ground be
made to produce?”

“Ah,” replied the old man, “you ask me too
much, It would require w great book to answer
that question, and even then it would be only half
answered. I do not think the capacity of an acre
of ground has ever been ascertained.  You do not
put the qiiestion in the right way. It is not the
acre that produces the crop, but the man who culti.
vates the acre.  All agricultural history is full of
instances of this being thecase. There ave families
who starve on fifty acres, while there are others
who live comfortable on one or two. But another
time we'll look & little further into this question,
for it is one that a farmer's Loy should have
answered as promptly as possible. There are
grown-up people, too, who would be bLenefited by
examining the subject more closely than they have
been in the habit of doing.”
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