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The Mton, Ill., Ilorticultural Society voted
by a three-fourths miajority " to wvipe out the j

Catawba as a, wortlile- tteu thinc. " There
-%vas a strong protest frorn t.iie minority.

Tiiere is an ex-.traordliiiary dearth of peachies
this year la France. The narket gardeners of
Montre nil, the great source of their Paris supply,
estimate the deflciency of their produets as
compared with an averag2,e crop, at £80,00O.

In the latest edition of Downing's Fruit and
Fruit Trees of Anierica, (Jharles Do'wning Lnives
the following list of Strawberries that have donc
-well in hiis experience : Agriculturist, Chiarles
Downing, Downer's Prolific, Frenchi's Green
Prolifie, Rovey's Seedllng Jucunda, Longworth's
Niapoleon 111, Royal H1autbois, Triompe de
Grand, Wilson's Albany.

GRAPEs iN IowA&.-At a recent meeting of the
Blorticulturists at Greenwood, Iowa, whose
proceedings are reported in the Iowa Il0mestead,
the Martha, Hartford Prolifie, Clinton, and
Concord were ail lig,ýhly spoken of. Tfhe
Cataiwba liad no friends.

GRÂPES INMCHGN.A correspondent of
the MichqaL .Farmer says, the varieties that have
donc bestin his lneality the past season, are the
Deleware, Tona, Concord, Hartford Prolifie,
Anna, and a black grape called Barly July.

(our ~~nx

ORNITHROLOGIOAL N~OTES FOR PEOEM-
BER.

December gales have swept froin the trees the
last remuants of thieir withered foliage, aud ex-
ceptwhere, relieved. by the sombre green of the
pine or the lieralock, the spruce or the cedar, the
-woods are bare and desloate.

The flelds are covered with a deep znantle of
snow, over -which the keen north wind la blowing
aud piling Up great drifts againBt fence and bauk,
yet are we not without the cheerful sounde of
Ibird-lfe-, despite the inclemenlcy çcf flie weather,
and many 1'a feathered friend," may be seen,
(by those -who are observant of sueli iatters)
braving alike the stormy wind and drifting snow,
and finding the means of subsistence and cf en-
joyment, even at this inhospitable, season.

Among the firet of our Decexnber visitors to
attract attention are those beautiful litile
'birds, the Snow Bunting (rlctrcphanc5 Xi-

volis). Flying higli over head, their white
plumage glistening in the sun,' ana utter-
ing their short cheery notes, they may ho hes.rd
a3imost before ihey are accu. Suddenly the
whole fiock swoops dowu from their airy height,
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id alighting on tho ground, rn quickly about,'
Feeding upon the seeds of grasses or wild plants
protruding above the snow, or p)ic«king up any-
oa or other grains -whicli ihcy niay find, axnong
thie droppings of the cattle on the road aide.

These birds seemi to prefer the moat exposed
localities, and are most frequently found roving
over somne bleak common, or sweeping in whirl-
ing flockis vith the drifting snow along the storni-
swept shores of our inland lakes.

Sometixues whien food is more scarce than usuel
they wvill approacli the farm yard or the barn lu
searcli of seeds or chance grain. Theyare gene-
raily, however, plump and fat, and are couse-
quently esteemed aj dainty mnorsel, sud large
numnbers of these pretty birds, espeeially in
Lo% r Canada, feul victims to the gun of the pot-
hunter.

The fliglit of the Snow Bunting la both rapid
and graceful. Tt sweeps throxigli the air in long
easy undulations, utterlng as it flies, sometixues
a quick rapidly-repeating chirp, sometimes a soft
whistling eall-note.

They arc, very nimble iwhile on the ground,
and quick aud dexterous lu procuring food,
'which consists of valous kInds of seedq, the lar-
vie of insects, aud minute shell-fish, with aul of
which they frcqucntly mix a littie sand or fine
gravel.

They are not knowu to breed lu Canada, as
they leave us ln Mercis, and. wing iheir way to
11thse far nonsh," and tise business of incubation
le probably carried on amid the dreary wastes of
Greenland, or the wilds of Labrador. A single
nest of ibis bird, however, has bten fcund on a
decLivity of the White Mountains, cf Newv Hamp-
sbire. it w4s seen by a Boston gentleman, aud
the circumstauce la recorded by Audubon. It is
described us being " fixed on the grouud, amld
low bushes, ana forme like ihat of tise aoug
sparrow. ' It containcd young ones. The plu-

agce of these birds varies lu different individu-
ais ;tise young birds have more o! thse reddish-
bro-m marking about tlsem, sud less pure white.

The head of tise aduit, male is a brownish-
-white, the crown andc ear coverts pale chestnut ;
hind neek,-, greylsh-white iged -wlth chestnut ;
feathers of thse back, browuish, marglued and
broadly ti:pped with liglit yeilowlsh-red ; thse

riump featisers -white, iipped -with thse latter

I.


