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forth isito al inrcasoning abuse of anyane who wvas so
uinfortunate as te criticise bis work. His fricnds cannot
but regret thc undignified and oftcn ridiculous position
int which lie put irinself by this habit.

In the story nf Grz:fi/hi Gazuut many people find
the higlicst effort of Reade's genius. The power and
effect or jealousy is its them ,and no one since the time
Shakespeare dreîv his 1'lago" lias dcpicted wvith more
skill the bei-bt and depth or thiat grcatcst of ail human'
passions. WVith superb skill and triuimphant conccalment
of higbcest art concealing art, tbe rcadcr is carried along

*vth the rush of an iirresistiblc force, as hie follows, step
by step, the story of Griffith Gaunt's jealous m-adnlesd.
Mr. Swvinbournec thinks the forty-third chaptcr is one of
the most beautiful thiiîgs ia the English language, and
no one who has read it attcnitively ivill think hie is saying
too much.

Notwithstanding, bowevcr, the great success of
Griffith Gaunt it is nlot by any means Readc's master-
piece- His genius takes wing and flics to a higher, and
I think its highest, flighit iii Thte Cloistcr and t/h
Hearth, and gives us one of the fincst stories that any
novelist ever produced. Tliere is in this grcat master-
picce of fiction such a wcalth of crcative genius, such a
completeniess of detail, such a mastery of the iniutia,
of mediaval custoins and manners, sucb a tender sim-

rplicity and sweet pathos, relievcd by the brightest touches
of humor, such an ever v'arying and thrilling varicty of
incident; such a noble purity and almost idyllic simplicity
of language, that the reader, howevcr dijîl ha bc, cannot

* but féei that it is thc work of genius of tb., bighest
ordr.r.

O f Rcades otlitr boc)ks, Put Vourself in Hi-s Place
is the most important. i.his interesting and cleverstory
bias for ils object the exposure of the evils of Trades'

* Unions ; one of the most striking things in the book is
the description of the flood, wbicb) shows to magnificent
advantage, its author's unrivalcd powcrs of description.

Foui Pla>' and A Terrible Temptation have
both much menit, but cannet be conisidered among
bis highest creationb. Chiristic j*'/ùzýstoiie wvould be
a charming book, but for the superlative silliness of
soma of its incidents, wvbich mar fatally ils artistie
beauty.

Much discussion bias of course anisen as to wvhat
place Reade should take in the litcrary world. A facw
have denied him the right altogether to rank among the
great nov.elists. Others have given-I1dm a second-rate
place. But the earnest and unprejudicéd students of bis
works have- ncver hesitated a moment, and have pro-
nounced hlm equal to, and in soma respects greater
than the most skillful of bis brotlhcr craftsmen. It is a
more difficult and dclicate question, bowcvcr, to dccide
bis position in relation to any particular novelist. Sucb
companisons should be deait with in a vcry careiul and

guardcd manner, and iii soi-e cases cannot be madct at
ail. For instance, the favorite comparison between
George Eliot and Reade is absurd in tbat the genius of
the two novelists lies in totally opposite directions.
Reade could neyer bave analysed buinan motive and dis-
sected spiritual and moral decay like the female novelist
A magnificent psycbiological study like «'Tito " wvas an
iinpossibility t0 him. But on the other hand, hie had
brilliant counter balancing talents, wvhich Eliot ivas
totally devoid of£ Bis relation to the other great
English novelists miglit, I tbink, be 5afely defined as
being below Thackeray and Scott and above Dickens,
]3ulwer and Trollope.

The question bias oftcn been raised as to tbe enduring
qualities of Reade's works. One writer, as I said before,
asserted tbat not one of fils characters %vill ever remain.
Wbetbcr this will bc tlîe case or not, however, proves
notbinig in regard to his genilis. Many of the noblest
îvorks of English Literature lie forgotten and unread in
the accumnuiated dust or centuries. N1ýo one can do-.
rnatically asscrt wvbether Rcade's wvorks wvilI share this
fate or flot. If they do, and the caprice of ncw genera-
tions passes tbemn by, it is flot a miatter of tbe higbest
importance. An empty posthumous faine was a
thing be bimself least desired. His noble genius wvas
devoteci to the reformation of tbe evils of his own day,
and, that accomplished, bie wvas content. XVhat greater
eulogy c -f any man can be said than Ibis ?

BALLADE OF~ A MAIDE OF TWENTIE.

She bath much tumblcd and tawvny hair,
WVith saft gray eyes and a lookc demure.

But under their lashes silkcn tiair
Lies hidden a shaft for you. bewvar,-
Vainlie you fancieycur heart secure,-

For sbould onc (ail, she bath marc in plentie.
Lfsl favared xnaidcns cari scarce endure

The Nvilcs of ihis fair maide of twentic.

B3ut1 Itrow for thcm she bath little care,
Sceing ber awains no wvbit the (cvcr;-

ICnowing noncoathcr bath force more fair,
She swccclicr scriles at a spite sa pour.
And ats ber about for sorne quarrie newcr.

WVho scor--eth the glances she hath sent, c
Hath found ta bis cost the wvay tn lure

The viles of thiz fair maide of mecntie.

Froce out the depths of a Iounging chair-
That carnnt ber litho light force iceoure,-

She %veavcth bcr spelis . uhbo %wuld rashljc <lare
By tbis lovclic witch for a space ta inoar,
And basin j the light ot her cycs so pure.

blay ycc have cause enaugh ta rejx .:il
Fcar me that time alone wvill cure

The wilcs cf ibis fair ceaide of tîwcntie.

EN VOL.

So bachelors. ye webo deem ecore
Yaur freedom's dottfar ,:ùntiie

licwarcl leIst il may not endure
Thc wilcs of this (ar ceaide cf twventie.
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