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Publishied Monthly, 1n English and Freneh, , and  destroyed thele  faith. *¢Evil bolief obtaining now is that this soclety for
| to which wo refer is, llke Oddfollow-
was nover truor ihan wuen ,shlp. only a feeder for Masonry. Its,is necessary, hss prevatled. And, tho

at loodon, Qut., in the intereat nf the

Catholic Mutual Benefil Association of Cavada

! |
socioties, which under Protostant or |
| infidel {nfluence gradually undermined I

communicaticns corrupt good man-
nors,”

other socicties condemned by the Pope
sonor or later. Indeed tho gcenoral

! *‘went into these Societles to scek their

own good through the good of othors.”
In all ages, the spirit of association
tho attainment of some common
{ ond, for which the support of numbers

And mailed to mes,bers the first week In 'applled to our pouple in suca assoct , Official Head at presont, is almost as | cseential princip.cs of theso organiza-

each month,

Membors aro Invitod to send us ftems of
Yows or information thnt will by of Lenodt
10 the Assoclation. Cominunlcations upon
eabjects of intorest to C. M. B. A, muinoers
wilt always be welcome, but wnonymous
Jettors and Jotters which the Mauager does
not conxtder for the wellwro of the Assocla-
ton wil) vot bo published.

Carrespoudents will ploase remember that
copy munat reach us Lefore the 1ith of 1he
month, If Intended for publlcation in the
followlng month's Jssue. and 1haat wpace s
1ynited and brevity much degired,

Address all comnmunlent.ong tn

: 8 It BROWN,

341 Queon's ave., lLondon, Ont.

J.ONDON, APRIL, 1595

5 Torouto, FFub. 21, 1895,
My dear Mr. Brown,—

. ations.

;do wo hear of young Catholics of
avorage intelligence and instruction

'
¢

i
, Quent, but who still, becausas of the

, monetary advantages they offer, or

Wot unfrequently even to day hizh as ho can get in tho worst circles .

of Masonry. Mo is, according tothe
Craftsman, ths Masonic orgav, up to

of Misraim and the 96th degrco of the
Rite of Memphis. Surcly then, no

tions is mutual help, mutual benefit
+and wutual encouragement in good.
| Long before tho cstablishment of God's
{ Church on carth, wo find such Associa-

who recognizo the ovit influenco on |, the 83rd (the highest) degree of Scotch | tions; but, as hasbeon wellgald : “‘The
their faith, of the socictios thoy fro-  Masonry ; tho 90th degres of tho Rite spirit of assoclation received a mighty

impulse, and the Mutual Bonefit Socio-
t ties spread themselves rapidly under
i tho influence of the Church.” This is

the fear of appearing independent, | Catholic can willingly elect to serve , only what might be expected.

| cling tothem through thick and thia.— ‘under such a man or lend himseif to |

iTho church, while ever desirous of ro- |
specting the liberty of the subject, |
watches with a jealous eye, over her

, clildren and raises from time tv time |

the propagation of an Association which
must assuredly compromise hiln as a
loyal Catholic, if not undermine alto

o)

Zother the Holy Faith he should strive

I am glad to learn that the Grand ‘her voico of warning.—Those socictics, | to mantain pure and unblemished.

Council of the C. M B. A. hasdecided
to publish an oflizial organ for the
Association, and that you have been
appointed its cditor and manager.

which, on oxamination, like thoe Free- :
macons, Odcfellows, and Knights of
Pythias, she has found inimical to

t
'

The C. M. B. A, aswa have said,
offors its nembors all the advantages
of those outside Societies from a frater-

This I bellevo to bo a step in the right | Catholic teaching or directly subvers- | n2l and infurance poiat of view ; it

direction. The projected journal can-
not fail to bs very useful and intorest-
ing to the nombers of the C. M. B, A.

It will contain full aud accurate in- |

| ivo of the frith, she has distirctly and
‘solemnly condemned by name; those
whose tendencies are towards thcsai

offers advantages away and abovs
those from a Catholic point of view ;
lot Catholics then, conformably to tha

formation respecting ths condition of | ovils she has in goneral terms warned (¢xpressed  wish of their religious

tho varlous branches, and the pro;:ress
-and prospects of the whole organiza.
tion, and will foster aud sustain a
lively interest in its work and welfare.
¢ will be & bond of union between the
scattored and far separated members,
-bringing them iato closer communion
witk each other, facilitating an inter-
chango of views, and making them
‘realize, to use the prophet’s words,
“'how good and sweet it is for brothers

-to-live in harmony."

Thu fact that the new journal is to
be entrusted to you as oditor and man-
ager is an assurance that it will be
conducted with prudence, cnergy and

-ability.

Wishing Tig Caxabiax a useful

- 2n4d successful career,

i B.g.on tho 4th, 5th, (th

I am faithfully yours,
fJoux Wacsu,
Archbighop of Toronto.

" M. S. R. Brows,

Grand Secretary C. 3. B. 4.,
London. Oat.

. [ W —
To the Members of the Grand Cauacil of

the Catholic Mutual Benofit Associ-
,1 ation of Canads :—

Orrice oF TiE GRAND PresipeyT,

Brockville, March 22, 1895. j Bishops of the United States and
. Bromers—In pursuance of the powers ¢ thrcugh them to the Catholic people

vosted in me by tho Constitution and

her children against ; and rash indeed
is the Catholic, who today, with
fatherly words of advice ringing in
his ears and with opportunities which
socieies commended by the Church
offer, wouid think of* associating him- {
self with any of those suspected or
cvon nnapproved fcaternities. Those
indecd who entered them before
Catholic  Bsnefit societies were
formed, and who to some extent at

.

Iabandon them now; but those who
, énter non Catholic_fraternal and assur-
j auco associations at the presont wuay,

iknowlcdgc of the general counsel
Iovery day ropeated by our roligious
! superiors to avoid them entirely.

least invested their means .in thom|
may be excused in their reluctaunce to

must do so with their sycs open, and a

On
this point it is well to speak withi
authority. Here are the words of
warning of our Holy Father himself
in speaking only the other day to the

<of the werld 2

Laws of this Association, I hereby de- !

clare the Constitution and By-Laws of
this Grand Council, as revised at our last

Convuntion, hold at St John, N.
and 7th of Soptem-
Ler, 1894
hands of the Grand Secretary, for dis-

tribution, to ba the Constitation and By- |

Laws governing this Grand Council and
its members until further amended.
- Yours fraternally,
0. K. Frasztn,
Grand Yresident.
——— e —a———

XNON-CATHOLIC SOCIETIES.

"Bishop tn tho ncighboring Republic,

, and as now printed and in tho ¢

« ‘*Let this conclusion therefore re- ,
main Srm—to shun not only thoso
associations which have been openly|
condemned by the judgment of the,
{ Church, but those also which in the |
opinion of intelligent mon, and espaci- |
ally the Bishops. are regarded as sus- |
plcious and Zangerous.” ‘

It is too bad then in the light of re-
peated warning that there should beo
still found Catholics who persist in ox- ¢

. posing thelir faith to tho test of fellow- ) man, and as such is moro than a pieco |
3 “Tho erils to obviate which, tho Cath- ' ship in any non-Catholicorganization. , of economic conduct.
%-. ‘olic Muturl Benefit Association was
-~ ostablished by a prudent and far-socing

. There is a cortain socicty which can- ,
; not offer its membersmip anything like |
; the advantages wo offer owrs, cither

superiors, encourage its spread in all
directions.

The Rise of Guilds and Mutuul Banefit
Associations.
By GRANDCANCELLOR MACCABE.

It was tho intention of the writer of
this sketch to begin by pointing out

some of the advantages whick must-

surely come to our Association in gen-
eral, and to evory member, individu-
ally, from an official organ, the estab-
lishmont of which the Executivo has,
in its wisdom, decreed ; 2nd to con-
gratulate all our brothers that the first
number has appeared. But theeffective
words of His Graco tho Archbishop of
Toronto, our rovered Grand Spiritual
Adviser — words which so appropri-
ately introduce the editorial page —
and the chicf leading articlas of last
month, leave nothing further to be said
on tho first polnt. So I contont myself
with congratulations on the * new de-
parture,” and with saying to the As-
sociation and its officlal organ, *‘Go
on and prosper.”

In looking up matter for this sketch,
I bavo been much struck by a para-
graph which I find in a discussion on
somae of tho social questions of the day.
Tho paragraph is hoaded ‘*Mutual
Thrift,” and begins by asking, ‘‘I\Vhat
is thrift "? Tho answer is & very
pointed one. It first tells what thrift
is not. Thrift docs not mean, as somo
people would have it, a cheap and par-
simonius mode of living in order to
hoard or save. A thrifty man does not
stint and starve himsolf at tho cost of
his health — the workman's stock-ia-
trade—nor does tho practico of this
duty consist in saving wisely or spend-
ing wisely, only. Itconcernstbo wholo

It strotches out
into tho domain of conscitace and of
In other words, thrift is =
Aund, if wo add tho qualifica-

morals.
virtue.

j tion, **Mutual,” we immediately give

276 ovory day being lald barer to the from a frateraal or in-urauco point of | largor scope for the exorcise of that
oyo.of sven the ordinarily obsorvant viow, and wo find in somo quarters law and duty of life which is summed

Catholic. The Church bas certainly
lostin tho past, many of her young
mon both horo and in the United
States bocanse of their connoction with

' quite a number of Catbolic young men !

jolning it. Wo do not wish todiffer- (o \v' great living statesman meant { Quo Diow, répondit: S Jo po

oatiate between outside associations,

+ but this must certainly meet tho fate of l

up in, **Live for othors as woll us for
yourself,” and catch & glimmering of

when, speaking of Mutual Benefit
Socleties, he affirmed that members

As has already beoa said, the prin-
ziple of assoclation is found in a very
carly period of the history of.mankind.
! It is, perbaps, of little uso attempting
. to ageribo to any one country or race

the origin of these institutions. The
wmotives for forming such Assoclations
! will be tho sawme everywhere, in ancient
{as woll a3 modern times; and thore
ymay be a simultancous discovery or
the power of numbers for mutual as-
sistance.  In pagan Romo such Socle-
ties must have been of a very early
dato. It is said that Numa Pompilius,
King of the Romans, who began to
reign, over seven huundred 7earshofore
Christ, united the musleians, carpen-
ters, coppersmiths, dyers, jewellors,
shoemakers, potters and tanners into
Societies ; and under the Cwmsars the
ship-mas:ers, transporting grain from
the provinces to the capital, and the
bakers with whom the Government
contracted for the distribution of bread
among the poor, organized influentiil
Societies vested with powerful priv-
iloges. It is said that in ths ¢ Car-
nival” in Rome of to day, many of
these Sccieti -~ are still represented.
All appoear to have had the same gan-
eral features. They chose their own
officers, made rules for self-govern-
ment, paid contributions to & common
fund, met and feasted togethor at
stated peripds—the freedom of social
intercourse being particularly appre-
clat~1. **Thoy aflirmed thelr existencs
by a common worship,” choosing a
patron God.

The Greeks, also, in tho seconu and
third conturies before Christ, had their
Associations of the same kind. Thoese
Socictles partook more nearly of tha
character of mediceval *Guilds ” than
did the Roman. Tho members paid con-
tributions to a general fand, aided ono
anothor in nocessity, provided for
funerals, met in 2ssembly to deliberate
on their affairs, and celobrate feasts
and religious sacrifices in common.
Strict rules against disorderly conduct
woro to be enforced by fino; he wo
did not pay his dues to tho Society was
excluded unless he could show good
causo of poverty or sickness. Avnong
the Jews, also, wo find oxamples of
these Mutual Benefit Sociotics. Tho
arrangemonts made in the synagogues
of tho Israolites in Alexandria, about
cne hundred and sixty years bofore
Carist, whorotho Jowswerodistribated
by trades, show that Socicticssimilarto
trado guilds wero in existeaco at that
timo smong tho old Jowish nation.

Tho information wo have about
i theso old Soclotics of the Jews, Grocks
l and Romans is very meagre ; but thore

is ne good roason to donbt that thoy
had ossentially in victv tho same ob-
| jects vwhica gavo birth and lifo to the
1 Guilds of the Middlo Ages. Of thesoe X
l shall speak in tho noxtnumber.
Epictito, A qui I'on demandait co quo clest

v'ast Disu, Liou no serait pas co qu'il tat, ot
1o sorais Disn.~Dica scal peut diro coqu'il
est. .
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