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E C C L ES 1 A S T 1 CA L Il 1 S TO R Y. lar passion for literature was spreadinoe. Gov-
- -________________________erremett wvas gradually retininq frontu t¶'e fierce

1(5 VORMATION.-LUTIiEs.. turbualenuce cf tlic Gotthie nations, anda fllcieaaileig
Tite ways cf Providence are mysteriotas, but it tyrsunny cf feaidal princes. l'le fane arts were

works hy crditaary means. Lt secans adiv-ine lavfl spra n afa ialeturg e pcwkig er cfrthat tucre shaîl be ne wvaste cf miracle ; fer mira- Iesod~a a u vrec ikn ne u
cle disturbs, te a certain degree, the activity cf power cf tlie port. Commaerce wvas unitiisg flie
humai agcncy wltichs at is tire cliaus purîlose cf endls of lthe eartlî by tile ties cf mutual anterest,
the divine gevernment te Qstnin inu its vigcur. stroaa-er that the 01(1 fetters cf Reine. A newv
WVliere the work cati lie elficteal ty m, *st is andal siaularscienace, 1)ipjlomacy, was Tisisag te fil
t'one by tirais ; wh'lere it partially transcesas lia- 111 tt plce cf tlic brokeu utuity of Romats doantai-
mara peuvers, a par tial aid is givcaa. 'rite unanin- ionand aiaanake remete ntitotns feel tîteir irmpor-
gieal pcwer cf I [caveu il aloate displayed wilere tance te cachi etlîr's securaty. Thae New WVerld
the faculties of its crcatures are incapable cf iuflau- %vas olpeneal te saî 1a1 ly tlie extiausteal aralcur cf (lie
encitag file great designu; wlaerc mani is tlie dust EtaropCan Mnuiua witlaftle stimulous cf discovery,
cf tlic balanace, 11nfer( in the swaying of the aand, îîcrlaps, for tlie ancre important purjiose of!
mai hty scales. 0 supîîlyatag," in tire jreciîtis atactals, a new mesans cf

KVlicn an empire was te be fowtial, a daring sol- tliot ceonmercial Spuutt whicil wvos obviously dies-
dier was sumaîtoneal te break docwtu the barrlers cf uiied tu be flic regetuerator cf 'Europe. Force
mnrrcunidiuq rmalins, andl crusi resistatace witîa tlie was lthe inister and tisle impulse of thse ancient
swcrd ; whute a succession cf tranquil sovcigns wa'rld. Mutual ituterest %vas te bie flic master andl
folloivea, te forte tile religion, laws, anda manalers (lie imaialsc cf a worlàap jpointeal te bce urgea
cf tile peupale. tiarouýla il tobler ad moure salutary caeer. To

IWlerc tihe maa'auituale cf tlic design partualy Clown aIl, alose that art cf arts, Iy wlaiclî knewv-
transctdeal thse poweri ofariat, tlia sàibtatuce %va leage as îuteservcd, projsagated, anda perpetîtateal ;
given up te tic poinut, and ne furtiser. Thae apos-by lilttewsdncfcrygesac:nua

ties remîttireal tise possession cfniailtsgfs ed irtepeeintltaatstelt îufiar
ensure t u bi c beiflutei îîyly wlaicli . siagle natil, inu whlatcvcr obscurity,
requireal, ahove aIl, tlie gift cf Lonues, te lie able aaaay specak to tthe ainiverse, andl aae its wrotug,
te commutuicate flice revelotiou teii telsis cf tise its %visalon, anda ifs discevery, fic feeling andtfl te
curtis. Those gifts %verc bestoea. But nau ncv po"sessioni cf aIl -ttat ctuly iess titan miracle, thse
miracle rave fit lcu kaowledgc tliat w.as at- art cf li iiîttng.
tainable Çy humais ancýns. Andl St. itai, e- Blut it is expanse cf imperial andl irutellectual
quent, accuastomeal te fic businuess cf ltft-, toe i picuadour, Ilicre %vas elle liaugcaing Cloudl, wluich,
habits cf Greece outil Roune, tad te tfi-e Icainata' tiou"li partially repelleal, muast have rapidly re-
and jduilosojuhy cf file finie, was hchila te straai' titrne andl everspread tluc whole. As ins the atu-

le watli tise courtiers, tlie paopulace, nsa the pii cicaut Romani emplire, idolatry degradea li u uatu-
fosophers cf Greece anud Roe.e raI undcrstanding cf thte peuple, anda fanally cor-

Whîat St. Pasul was te tile tirst ceautury, Lutîser allîtteal tiacir luatits itot utter ruin, idclatry haui
was te tie saxtecnta. assuaea l te paranscaînt influenuce ini flic rising

Thse apotolic age btas vet hll no seconda, arsal Eairouenail emlire,-wtl tie saune seat, thse samne
lac simular. Thue mogniticeiaî fabric of vie liomata I amabition, anal still derper anal more corratptmng arts

cpre, lthe mightmest ever raiseil by aiai, %vas at cf suijreinaC3'.
ils taciglat. The aras cf war anI geverniaacnt, fliec oxsu uo~ n c ieegetiaru
imner eniulellisltnsnts cf geniais anal taste, % oluaaucs moisIs tisat Providence rcserves le awakc or ni--

froni wvîicla evei mnoderu refanenacaît %till drais ter e th hjls cf inolions %vas sutemotac.
ifs fltsest deligits, ivorks cf art aluat %V111I serve a., Maiîin î.uter wças boin casftie lUtlt day of
models of excellence anad beaatty te tiue Iatc5 Novemnler, 1 1833 at Eisleben, -a stasall town in fie
lueurs cf (tie vorla, file fancst devsluaasaacalts of1 constry cf M\anasfield, anal electorate of Saxctsy.
thse humanait aninal inu elcaîaacace anad jisalo,oais> lis faîlier, Jettn Luthser, was enjlcyedain laea
were tise exterat illustralians cf tlac Iir4t age. ia",in wlaici lie liad raiseal Jinself, by lais inu-

Tise nmoraI empire was mocre magnmuiceat stiti. telligetace znal gocal couaduct, te property anal
The diàsonaaat habits, feelings, anal prcjuadices cfa, recsjaectability, andual lic u office of a loc-l ina-
isost of nations, 3eiaarated by hlînf fluc wurld, analgsaae
vet nacre %ývidly separorted' l'y long laostiîlity anda lu ias inctiuer, 'Marparet Lin-deman, a %V'cman
barbarian prejud ices2 Wvec controllcal iistg oaae cf kncwn piety anal vartue, Luthier claiefly attri-
vist sytstau cof subanassion ; pence tmt planteal in buteal lis eadjadu o ecin tEsee
flie naudst cf fatuicus cemmunmlies, agriculture ne- lie %vas placed uisuer the tuitietu cf a niai cf
claiiaed flic %vilderness, comnamerce coverca ed leaningi, George cT,.timlius. At fourtecai lie was
occan anda luccileal ils shocrts. Knsu]clge ian- sent te sclaol at Magdeburg. Frcan wluiclt, afler
forceal, anad litais tise more psrodauctive nd flic a 3-car, lie wvas transferreal to a distineuisica
nmcre Sccatre, Was çradually na itq WaY semi:nry nt Eisenach, unaler tirc cane cf the
tlarough the extremaities cf tiae great dathillion- Fraiacîscans. Ilnre tile llrst evidences cf. tise
intellectual light spreading, tact ivitla tàse laazard- yi-our cf lais application anda abilitics ivere giveas
eus anal staitling ficrccncss cf a conflagaaitimi, but in lais sciacol successes, lais ktacwledge cf tise abi-
%vitî thse gentle ana l iccnig grcwtls of davVits stis gtammar of ile day, anda thse spirit amui case
over every people. cf lais Latin versitication.

Blut tla.- ulaoe magnmfaeast cliar-,cterisl*c .,tili. In 150-2 titis alistingaaislaed puîail iras transferreal i
iras Clari3lianily; tise diffusion cf a ascii hliaieiv- te tluc collcge cf Erfuart, whîere: hc made himself
lealge, as msucis more exalteal, vii lid, anal csscn- iasastcrrftie Arislctclic logir, anud cf lIhe more
liai, thon aIl filai bsal! cer hecas îvroiaglt onut 4u, %atable knowIldgc cf tise Latina classics, Iheus
thae facuities cf mn, as file tiarone frona wluich il ticcoming; popular from tise autlionity cf Erasmus.t
descendeal wsss lofîicr thon thae craite anal tise Greck and Rcbrewiveie cmparatively nnown;
tcmb; tise trasrision cf new Ipocrs ovcr nsature for tise fanst professersbip cf Greek in thae inaiver-
anal anica, ever tihe resistance of jealous jan.ja- sity cf Il'ittclibcrg %vas lthaI or 3Mcîamctiscn, six- 0
dacec andl furieus lyranny, anal ovcr iluat asont ti-caaycars afler. 0
inysterious inal more terribl e streii;gl tiuât in tist In 1503 Lutlher tcck thse algTee cf Master cor
rulers cf darkness wrns against fîli nian soul. Ails; anal ncw, cempîcteal in aIl fle science and
Anal abcavc aIl glorv anal honour, tute presence cf fame Iluat uaiversitiCs coulal give, he s'as lîrgedI
tlsat Immanuel, Ihit lacingwhioni it isgssilt Ji&btU> by bis fanaily tu altjstly lainiscîf te tise study cf tise
te asame, tisaI Kinag cf kings, iviai lise heaven, law, as fluc Most emisent road to fortune. llus
and the hecaven of heavens cannot contain,-God mind aIready poinleal le theeicgy; bu t lie ave y
thes Sun, -lescending oaa eartla te take uspon hini way te ?cpinicn, anad hegan a reluctant study cf
car nataure, and, by a love surjsaesin; ail imagina- the Civilians. A singasuar accident changel lise
tien, subanitting te a deatlî cf pain ind ignenuin>-, course of lbis life; uieptivea lise law of a mnia 1
tIsaI b>' his sacrifice Ie mni$iat place lis in a cipa wlacse eloaluence anal sagacity trigst, have conter- 1
cit obe forgiven by tise justice of l1ie Eternl.a rc<I new isonours on tise picifession, but wlaose dar- ci

['hoiè glenies ef that age thtcw nll tîsat feiloirs in, vigeer andl loc(y devation cf heurt Were tics- i
hasteutîereclipse. Yettie agecf Lutlierandltise tineai te labours before which ail humait honeaurs t
Reforanation bears suds, rcsemblanccs as lite sink into iselhing.f
nobicat crisis cf huamaus event and humait agec In 1504 Lauther, walking lan thc fieldls one diy à
mnay bear remoely to tise visible acting cr Frovi- wits Alexiars, a young fnienal, wus overlakrea by c
dence. a lhunder-storn aind saw irith terrer andl sorrow ad

The empire cf Charle tise Fiflis, cnly second hi frindiatrssck deadet hie aide. At Ibisfnigist-
te the Romian, waajusl> consolidated. A singas. faul Catastrophe the thoighlt of Uic ulter ucer- t

tainty of life, and of the necessity of devoting at
te tire preparation for the finial hour, stnote lare.
IL wvas flic monastic ige, and diey coutl conceive
ne Itiglier foint of service to Ï'c)d or mati titan se-
clusioti within conyctîtual walls, On tire spot lie
made a soletan vow te abjure tile wvorld, anrta *c
tire cowl.

'rthe determination was coanmunicatcdl te hie
parents ; andl, iafter soine rcmonstrance on flleg
sacriftce cf enicluments and distinctions, %vas
cenîpliedlwith. But his younger frienals and rela-
tives wvere still te bc acquainted wvitIî lits retirci-
tuent front ille. This was dotte in a curiausly
cltarecterastic mariner. Luthter was, like inost of
lis countrymen, attaciea te music; bie sait,- and
performeal witlî skill. lie summoneal lus frietias
tu an evening entertaînmrent; gave tîtein music ;
andl at tlie close aleclared te tiem i s unchatîgeable
reselution te bid farcwell to tie habits ansd pur-
suits ofnman.

it 150O5 Luther became a member cf tire Au-
gustitnes at Etfurt. He ccrnmenced ]lis career
witli tîtat fulness of aletermiasation, whiclî formed
s0 striking a fecature cf lais life. lie sent back lais
lay habits te lits fahl lbeuse, rcturiied lus Mas-
ter cf Arts' ring, and declareal bis intention cf
claanging lais Chîristian name for tîtat cf Augus-
finec. lie tact miercly subtnitted te tile severe dis-
cipline whiaclt was prescribed by tlic rulesý laow-
ever practically evadeal by thte members cf the
religious orderi ; lie courted their extreme riagour,
and sceau bacame remarkable fur ]lis moitifica-
tiens, lis labours, fils fasting, andl his prayer.
lie abandouca ail lais previcus studies, and teck
with hiii cnly Virgil and Plauttîs; tie latter a
singular cîtoice, but wvhich we cannet attribute te
a love for its peculiar style in flie mind cf a ycung-
ascctic wao hallse sternly renounced tlie tlioughts
cf tlie wcrld.

But the persena] drudgerics cf the conventual
life were not less severe, andl %vere more gallaaag,
than even its religiatis restrictions. Attong oties
cflices, Luather %vas ceanpelled te stand porter nt
tire gate ; lie was sent tîtrougli the fcwn w~ith a
bas at lais laack te bc.- for the convent. But this
conistatnt suaccession cf meau labours, whlach at
onace deîarived laim cf time for study, an~d eccupied
it in laursuits cf e>Jtausting atual lumiliatiaug, at
lengtli became too laeavy for even the vigoreus
buoyaucy cf lais mind, andl lie sunk into a state of
despondency wlaicli rapidly influencel lais rela-
gloîts opinaions. To ftnd lais %way cout cf this
l.îbyrinth, he alaplical te the laead cf thîe Augus.
times lin Germany, Staupitz, a man cf seilse andl
feeling. Staatpttz recenîmendeal te fle inquirer
saîbmrission te tlic course cf his d.aty; but sent te
tlie Prier cf tic convent the more effectuaI con:-
ann te. relieve laim frcm tliose drudgeries, andl
-ive tinte for statay te a mind which hc aiready
protsounccd ltkely te render 'litinSuisheal services
te reli-len.-

Attiais perical tlic Bible lad neyer becii in the
harles cf Luthter. Fragments of it were rcad in
flie churclu service, but beyoud this the wisdom,
of flevelation was a deail letter. Thse Faculty ef
Troley at Pais, theai one ofe mnost î1istin.ý
ýru!slaet sources uf literature, had just branded
tsclf te aIl succeeding ages by the declarationi
tat "creligion was undone if thse study cf Greek
or Hebrcw were permitted.2e Andl the general
opinion cf tîie Romish Ecclesiastics scems te have

cau coniprehlendeal in the speech attributeal te a
ropular monk,-~i Thcy have lauventeal a new
anguage, wvlaich tlaey caîl Greck; -ou mnust lie
an yoîtr guard azainst it. There il ln thse bande
f many a bock 0%vhich they caîl thse New Testa-
rient ; il, il a bock full o!fagx andl POISON
ts te thte Ilebrew if. is certain that wlaoevcr
earns it immediately becemes a .îcw."3

The year 15Q7 was a memorable epocli in tbéife of tbis great servant cf religion.Itwste
~ear in which the Bible flrst fel lite bis banal.
le had jaast taken ordets, when he founal a ne.
'lecteal Latin copy cf thse Scriptures lying in tise
abraty cf tire convent. Thse sulîject instantly
aid hold of his mniad. lie was asteasisheal to
iscover thse grosimseu of the mnastic doctrines,

ts omissions, inierpolations, asnd false, readings cf
h le divine word. Thse 3tudy became at oncei
eatful and delightful te hlm. Deprivel cf ail
issistance in an laquir>' which hal been hUhertè
losed on Christmndoni b> thse Papacy, ho was
rivea to bis own resohrcecs; andl he saufferel Do
ext of the sacred volume te escpe him without
ho &autager eIbrt to aucetaa ite isseatung.


