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phrase-' as xvell as cou Id be expected,'
considering how dreadfully her consti-
tution had been shattered by the long
sufferings and privations sbe lad un-
dergone: but on the afternoon of the
third day, unfavorable symptoms ap-
peared; lier stren gth began to declinie
rapidiy: and wvlen the npothecary came
in to pay bis usual visit, lie was so
struck by the sudden change, that hoe
warned Henry to prepare limi-seif for
the %vorst. Wben hc retumned agyain at
nig-ht-fall, he found ail his apprehen-
sions confirmed. Julia was sinkingýmo-
mently. She liad been unable, froin
shoot debility, to tako the remedies pre-
scribod, and was lying with bier eyes
haif closed, and hcer husband's hand
pressod betweon lier own, in the last
stage of exhaustion. As tho apotheca-
ry, awaxe that ail further medical aid
-%vas unavailing, the rallying power bo-
in g- wbolly gone, withdrew from. the
chambor, Raymond gontly released bis
haad from lis wifo's grasp, and rose to
follow him, with a view (se eagerly in
moments of affliction do w-o catch at
strawvs) to xvring from him an aoknow-
ledgornent that, thoro wvas stili some
hope; but just as he roacbed tlie door
lie turned round, fancying that lie heard
Julias voice, and seeing ber dim eyes
sadly rosting, upon him, hoe could not
resist that mute, touching appeal, so
resumed lis station by bier side, which.
evidentIy gave lier pleasure, as lie foît
by the faint pressure of lier band. But
this was almost the last symptom. of
consciousness slieevincod. Shortly after
a film came across lier eyes, she sighod
foobly, there was a tremulous movement
oftlie lips, as if slie would bave spokon,
but could flot; and thén ail xvas stili !-
The pure spirit liad returned te its na-
tive leaven 1

0 God! the agony of tliat moment
of bereavomcnt! There he sate-the
xvidowed and childless husband-rigid
and mnotion iess, sliedding no tear, break-
îngc, ou t ioto no stormy passion of grief
but looking like one sudttenly frozen to
marbie. Thec dock struck idtniglht
and stili there ho sate, past, apparently,
the power of thougît and feeling. The

nurse, ivho bad been in attendance 0oh
bis wife, and then bis landlady, did ail
they could te rouse hima from hi-, leadeil
stupor; but they soon gave up tbe tash'
as hopeless, and left bim, alone witb the
dead. Alone with the doad ! Alonc
ivith one w-ho bas bcen out best friend,
and counsellor througli life, tlie dnilY
gladdener of our home, tIeé sbarer alik-e
in our joys and sorrows 1-alone Nvith
this loved one, yet miss ber accustomoti
sr-nile, sec no ray of fond intelligence
ligrhtingy up her features, and receive 1>0
answver wlen xve wildly cali upon. ber
naine! alone, in short, xvith that which,
vas, but is no longr!-what a xvorlà
of dreadful meaning is in these w-ords!

Toward daybreak, the stuinned xvi-
doxver began slowvly to wake te a cof
sciousness of bis situation. Refloctioti
stirrod again within him; but alas! net
to soothe, but to aggcravato the bitternesr,
of lis grief ; for overy hasty word 14e
had spoken-every impetuous feeling
lie had givon way to in Julias presence
-came rushing, like a bot blasting
lava-torrent upon lis momory. IlWake,
dearost !" lie distractedly exclaimed,
Ilwake, if only for one brief moment,' tO
say that yen forgive me. No, sIc Nviit

wake ne ,-noie!" ho nddod, gazing, at
the sorene still-smiling, features, 011
Nvhich the groy light of morninog rcsted;
ilno more, sho will xvake no more!"
At that instant, a cock crew fromn R
neiglbouring gardon wall. Raymond
started at the sound, recollecting Witl
wbat painful feelings ho had beard it
but tbe morning- before, fearing it might
disturb lis wi fe's repose. Il My God,
can ail this be real?' lie resumcd, wrin g-
ing lis hands in agony, "lor do 1 but
dream that 1 arn left atone and desolate?
Julia-alas, she licars me not !-oh rnY
brain, may brain !" and, overpowored by
the intensity of bis emotions, hie drop-
pcd senseless on thc floor. bWhen ho recovered bis serises, h
fonnd himself reclinino- on a sofa.bed il'
the adjoiuingr room, xvith the nurse
standing besidi- bimn bathing bis band-4
and temples %vith, vinegar, a ndtcad
lady placing thc breakifast tlîings on thO
table.


