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Belity with those who have preceded him in
Bimilar career. This being the case,—the
erial for future merchants, magistrates,
slators and public men of various denomina-
ls being probably in a great measure includ-
o present families of mechanics, and among
bers of the humbler classes, is it not de-
ble, that they should so far qualify them-
PBes, by previous education, for a difierent
bere, as to be enabled hereafter 10 appear
B credit and without diffidence, ina station
erior to their present condition? To attain
qualification is easier than many may
gine; and to pass current in good society
Bo depends less on high attainments in
fning or science, than on a simple refine-
Bt in speech and manner, and a reasonable
Bntion to the minor requisites of politeness
B good-breeding. How common 2n occur-
e is it, that when persons have either neg-
ed or not enjoyed in their younger days,
advantages of education, they are in after
4 exposed to innumecrable mortifications in
fir intercourse with society ; how often and
B~ bitterly do they then rvearet their defi-
hcics; and how deeply do they feel their
riority 10 many of their famihar associates,
fiose position in 1if: may be no way superior
Bhe:r own, but whose speech and manners
B acquirements are more polished and pas-
Bie. Frequently, indeed, docs it happen,
it such persons are placed in social and pub-
lsituations, where their outward appearance
B¢ known position would claim for them dis-
iction and respect ; but whose language and
bits incvitably betray their uncouthness and
ran-e, and who pass muster only while
By refrain from opening their Lps. To ob-
Qte these difficulties, to remove these obsta-
s to social intercourse, is a part of the ob-
B¢ of Mechanics' Institutes. To mcite all
Msses to sclf-cultiration, and to conscquent
-respect and public esteem, 15 the legitimate
B they have in view. The mechanic and
er of to-day may become the legislator,
magistrate or the public functionary of to-
brrow; and will thus not only be thrown
o intimate communion with all, even the
Bhest gcrades of society, but may on many
Easions be called upon pubhely to display
b capacity and talent. But though changes
h as these cannot be the lot of all, yet all
liable thereto, according 10 the operation
ndividual exertions and concurrent circum-
ces ; and it can therefore, at least, be but
Prantageous to the gencral tone of society, if
Tectness gi‘ languege avd civilization of de-

o

portment be sedulously cultivated by all. 1t
may not be necessary, that every handicraft
or common labourer should be distinguished,
n the ordinary exercise of lus calling, by the
practised elegance of diction and the easy po-
lish of manner of the habitual gentleman ; but
it certainly is destrable, in a country like this,
where al! society is progressive, and where
exelusiveness can be but little tolerated, that
every individual, however humble, should be
frec from vulzarity and ignorance, should be
accustomed to speak and to act with correct-
ness and propriety, and should thus form the
germ from which, in due processof time, more
finished manners may naturally cmanate; so
that a progressive advancement in the social
scale may develope, without difficulty or af-
fectation, a corresponding mprovement of
colloquy and behaviour.  ¥ven were this social
progression not possible, were all grades and
classes permancntly stationary, yet such cul-
tivation as is here contended for would at least
promote general cwilization and moral im-
provement. Whatever tends to humanizeand
soften the feelings and conduct of men, pro-
portionably exalts their moral principles and
lessens the probability of criminal:ty; hence,
mental caltivation and the encouragement of
courtedus demcanour among the poor and the
humlle, must redound to the public gnod.

Proceeding upon these principles, and con-
fining myself, on the present occasivn. 10 2
humble section of the cducational subjects
which might be broached, in furtherance of
my general theory, I shall devote the passing
hour to a considcration of a few colluquial vul-
gariiics and common crrovs of phrascology
prevalent among us; and which, for the st~
tawmment of the improvement already suggest-
ed, must be universally abrogated.

It is commonly obscrved, by cdacated Eng-
lishmen arrning in New-Brunswick, that the
native humbler classes of the Prouvince, includ-
ing cven the coloured population, speak bet-
ter English—that is, that their enunciation is
purer and their language more grammatical,
than that of the lower orders of the mother
country. And thisis thefact. I account for
1t in thus manner.  The peasantry and labour-
ing population of England, born in the lowest
sphere of society, almost hereditary hewers of
wood and drawers of water, have in general
no other prospect thar hard and incessant toil,
nearly from the cradlo to the grave.  The low
rate.of wages furnishes the poor labourer with
scanty provision for the support of a family,
end whotly denies hun the power of giving any



