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WHAT'S THE ODDS?

What's the odds what church a man belongs
0?15 question often asked, and the answer,
-of course, implicd in the question is, “There 1sno
odds;" * It makes no difference.”  And yet the
yuestioner would hmit his statement to Protestant
churches, and even among these he would reject
some as not ‘bemg fit to join. tle would most
likely explan thar-us remark held good in tegard
to the leading Frotestant bodies in this cowitry,
and that among them itis a matter of indifference,
‘or nothing more than a question of taste or con-
venience, or old time association, as to which a
believer in the Lord -Jesus shoul! connect him-
selt.with.  And a man who holds:such vicws 1

often -counted broad-minded and - charitable,

while'a person holdmg and. expressing contrary
views is frequently. considered- narrow and un-
Christian. “But strange, and yet not very strange,
to say,-few, if any, who hold such views are
“thoroughly consistent with themselves. Seldom
will yolt-find a man cyually anxious for the

prosperny of, other churches andihis own 5 not.

often will-you find-one-who -rejoices as much
when people join-other -churches as when -they

THEare a conspicirousiliustration'of thus, During
thie progressof the meetingsall seems harmonious,
but towards-..1¢ close.and at the close, the great
- question is net, “Are the people being saved ?”

-but,"“Will they join our-church ?” And very un.

seemly 15 the strife as to which church shall get,

the most.new members,

Sometumes we hear of, or meet with, a Disciple
who thinks it does not .matter.what-church a
person belongs to. <Generally speaking, the
isciples-hold that it does matter what church
s jomned—what-creed is adopted—and that the
New Testament. should be called .n to decide
the question,  And-further, that only so far as
the New Testament speaks are we authorized to
speak on matters of fellowship and conditions of
salvation, and where it speaks we are bound to
speak—we have no option in the matter. And
that “therefore ‘the believer in the Lord Jesus
Chirist is required-to enquire, before assoctating
himself with any religious people, whether their
teaching and their practices are in accordance
with the Scriptures,  If -he finds them to be so,
-it.is his duty to unite with that people ;. if he
finds' thém to be not so, it-is his duty not to
unite with that people. '

But it may be asked what 15 a man to do who
lives where there is no congregation holding to
what he believes to be the Scrptural order.
Shall he temporarily or permently cast 1 his lot
with that body which seems to him to be nearest
the truth? A common answer to this question
1s, “Ycs, certainly,” But is that ‘the correct
answer? Should a man who believes that ‘be-
liever’s immersion is the only Christian- bapitism
unite with a church that practices infant sprink-

ling? Can he do so and be fathful 1o the

Master? Can he do so without being under-
stood to hold that men may make the word of
the Lotd of none effect by their traditicn>  We
maintain he can not, and therefore he cun-not
become a member of a Pedo-baptist church ana
remain a Christian.  1n other words, by associat-
ing himselt with such a church he, i cfieet,
declares that there is no use in being a Christian,
that 4 persun need not serve and honor <Jesus
Christ unless he deems it for his own present
comfort and convenience.
It does matter what church a man belongs to.
‘_A Chnstian way not join a church that does not

follow the teaching of the-Saviour and His]
apostles, or that teaches or practices that which |

join.his own. I'he so-callea union revival mect-,
) Lcd union revival me

Stevens of Yale. ‘The new commentary on the

~ this incredsingly valuable journal has been placed

is -contrary 1o the Word of God. It is not
cnough that a man should identity imsclf with
some church calling tseli a chuseh of Chnst,
and be known as one who is on the side ot
Chnstianity in a general way. e must be
where he can he with a good conscience, where
his infiuence exalts the word ot the Lord, and
not where he must logically be held to beheve
and to endorse that which he knows to be cone
trary to the tauth of the gospel.  In regard to
untaught questions, a man may exercise his
liberty of opinion and action, but i regard to
that which the Lord requires, His disciple s free
only when he obeys Hin  There is much need
of careful thinking on this subject, and con-
scientious scrutiny of what the Scrptures teach.
Forat can never be a matter of mdifference, when
the Lord has a way for us, whether we waik in
that way or not, It is not a triling matter then
what church oné joms, 1t may be a marter of
salvation; the Saviour says: *For whosoever
shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him
shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when he
comcth-in His own glory and the glory of the
Father and of the holy angels.”
L]

5. NOTES.

Bro, Crewson's address 1s changed from Bays-
ville to Huntsville, Ontario,

Have you sent a contribution to aid in support-
ing the foreign mussionaries this year?

Contributions fromOntario to Foreign Missions
since st report i1, W. Baughman, Guelph,
s0¢.; J . Gaff, Toronto, $5.00.

Fae setected arucle, headed ™ The Kentucky
Work,” is worthy-c. carefel reading-and con-
siderauon,

The Board of the-Wellington Co-operiion met
at Everton on the ~fernoon of the goth ult, It
was decided to use this year's proceéds- ofthe
bequest made by the late Sistér Scott,to-assist
the church in Guelph to retain the scrvices of a
Jdaborer.  We have not been informed -of -the
amount of the bequest, :

Superintendents.of Sunday. Schools are
particularly requested to send their names’
and addresses to Bro. O, Sinclair, Colling-
.wood, or to Bro. C. A. Fleming,.Owen
Sound, that blanks may-be sent them to
repot v-the .work of the.lyeuron!a‘)ﬁ“ )
ready for the next Annual Meeting, If
your 8. 8, Superintendent does not read

the EVANGELIST, please call his atten- |

.tion to this note,

We notice.that the-question whether a church
has a scnptural warrant for excluding persons
guilty of certain offences is receiving considérable
atiention at present.  One of the ablest treate
uetits of the subject we have seen is that by
“H. M."m the Chrastian Standard, and which,
we re-publish on the first page of this number.
For clear thinking, cogent reasoning, honest
treatment of the Scriptures, fair treatment_of
opponents, thorough mastery of st subject,
commend us to * H..M.”

Tie OLD I'ESTAMENT STUDENT ¢nters upon
a new volume -with the September number.
Some new and striking features in its attractive
table of contents call for special mention.

A “New Testament Supplement” contains
the first four of a series of forty Inductive Studies
on the Life and Times of the Christ based on
the Book of Mark. ‘They will attract the atten.
tion of all Bible students, covering as they do
the Sunday School Lessons of the coming. year.
These studies, are broad in scope, clear in
method, stimulating in treatment, adapted to.all
who desire to study. Henceforth iiot only those
who wish to keep up with O. T\ investigation
but also all"who are interested in the New Test-
ament will find-this periodical svited to their
needs. We predict for this series of- studies
wide popularity.

Two series of atticles helpful to students. are
begun n this number.  "Dr. Nordell' contributes
the first of s¢veral studies of O. T' words, dis-
cussing the terms for “man” and  “woman,”
The most valuable parts of Dr. Webers great
work on the Eschatology of the Talmud are
presemted in a condensed tanslation by Dr.

Psalms by “Cheyne -is made the subject of a
critical review by Dr. Curtis of Chicago. An
cloquent article on the Literary Study of the

‘our subscrption for 1888 and 1889.

Bible illustrated by a criticism of-the book of
Amos, will be found stimulaung.
The other departments, editorial notes, book- !

We have another stiring letter from Maniteba | Detrait.  The reader having faith in the knowi.
thes month. We would be glad to bave such 1 gdge and veracity of the writer would conclude

every month,
throughout Manttoba and the Northewest wall
not let us Ontario Disciples alone until we have
done all we ought to do for those regrons,  Thus
far we have fallen very far short- of our duty.
We would be obliged to Bro, “G. A” if he
would send us the names and addresses of those
nine or ten-school teachers, as well as of any
other scattered Disciples he knows of m the
North-west.

The Disciples in the State of New York have had no
Evangelist in the gencral ficld duting the past year.  Bro.
0. G, Hentzog Is Cor-dec’y of the State Board, and s
engaged baitding up the cause in the City of Rochester,
The following from the MIssioNARY WEERLY thlorms
us that Pennsylvania bas done tikewsse: e State
Lvonpelist resigned, and his resignation was aceepted,
and the oflice wll be discontinued, and in hea of 1t will
place & man in the City of Ltic”  Lhe brethren in those
States, after long experience, have comie to this conclusion,
The niost ef the denominations came to the same con-
clusion years ago.  Let churches and individuals send in
ther ibutions, and one hundred ¢ents of every dollar
will go to the missionpoints.

“You will please find enclosed One Dollar—
We are
sorry B .was not sent sooner ; we would mss the
paper very much,  floping soon to see it grow
i a weekly and-that God's blessing may rest
’both on you and the LvANGELIST, 1 1emam
your brother in Chuisty——— ——" such 15 an-
other evidence that our labors as pubiishers are
appreciated.  We thank-the brother for his re-
mittance and for hits kind'words. “I'hose of cur
friends who think we should stop the. paper at
ouce when tne e for which it 15-pad expires
wiil see by reading the above.that such a plan
would-not work. The rule we have adopted 15
the best knowr 10 -us;-it 1s fair-to.us and ocur
readers.

1tis often- asked why so few of our churches
contnbute for mission purposes. More - than
one-half give nothing for mussions—either home
ui-toreigh. -Why is-it? The fault we believe

lies almost altogether at the door of the preacher.

who mimsters to the flock, We beheve-the
churches- would- all contribute for missions if
taught-that 1t was ther duty to do so. Lett
be remembered  that-a church which 15 destitute

_01 a.misyionary.spint 15 destituite of. a Chrstany

spirt,  An antessionasy church 1s. an antw
Christian chureh,  “Lhe spirit of Chiist if pussess.

«wd by s professed followers prompts_ tiem to
“do-as he did und a3 he commanded, *Lieach

the gospiel to every creature.”

‘The Sixth volume ot Atden’s Mamfe.d Cy-
clopedia extends from Bravo o Calville, 1ts 635
mcely printed pages inciuding i20 iltustrations.
Along with us manifold' number of words and
topics treated briefly, there are many extended
articles, as for mstance, UBrazil,, ssven pages;
Breach -toading Guns, eleven pages; Bndge,
eleven. pages; Bniush Museum, ten pages H
Brookiyn, five pages; Luddhism, fifteen pages;
and California, sixteen pages. ‘Uhe-Cyclopedia
well desarves-the enthusiasué o
1§ recetving from all sides; 1t 15 certainly 7442
Cyclopedia for popular use. Rev. Dr. Wright
of Miwaukee, evidently voices the ‘thought of
many when he says: 1 may in all twath and
soberness quute-1ts fiest word-as expressive of
my sentiments in regard to your wonderful
work, 1ts comprehensiveness, s “ciie1pness, ete.
— Bravo,” yea, Bravissimo* Its small handy
volume, contrasting so greatly with the usual
bulky, unwieldy volumes adopted by pubhshers
of Cyclopedias, 15 a very pleasant characienstic,
and undoubtedly adds greatly to the usefulness
of the work, as stated by Dr. Hasty ot Indian-
apolis, who says: **1 have the Aterican Cyclo-

fation it

{ pedia, but reference is made to the Mantfold-so

far as § have 1t; ten times to once to the former.
I is a marvel of compactness and complateness.”
The publisher sends specimen pages free to any
applicant, or specimen volumes, which may be
returned if not wanted, for 6o cents for cloth
binding, 75 cents for half morocco, post-paid ;
the beter binding is particularly commended.
Joux.B. Avpex, Pablisher, 393 Pearl Street,
New York, 218 Clark Street, Chicago.
3

‘The readers of lhu_g:;rgmp/uc Revrew will
remember that some_tune a5 there were in that
paper two articles on the ¢i*wrch on Plum Street,
Detroit. ey were wnttea by Daniel Sommer,

the publisher of the Revew, and they contuned’

a glowing description of the church and its work.
This note is not written 1o find fault because of
any praise given to the Plum Street church;
we do not find it necessary to discredit the work

reviews, current O. °I%. Literature, ctc,, afford | of (hat church ; we do not held it unpossible for

helpful information. ‘The subscription price of

at $1.50 a year (ten nuthbers)
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good to be done throygh the system adopted by

it.  We write to call attention to the -untruthful

AMENT STUDENT, New Haven, Ct. William R. § statements made in the-articles referred to con-

Harper, Editor.

i cerning the churck on Washington Avenve,

We triast our brethren scattered '

that the fist naed church was almost, if not
altogegher, dead.  Let any reader of the Orto-
graphic Review tumn up the paper containing the
first of the articles in question and he wilt find
that the impression sought to be made is, that
the work carried on by the church on Washing-
ton Avenue is a fulure.  We are in a position
to say that it is far otherwise; that the statcments
made by the publisher of the Reriere are untrue.
A church that has a membership of over three
hundred, a flourishing Sunday-schoul, and two
missions in the city is not a very conspieuous
falure. A church winel, in addition to support-
ing its own particular work, also contributes
liberally «r Home and Foreign Missions is hardly
in a dying condition.  Moreover, a church where
the saints are faithfully edified and the gospel
f. thiully preached, so that the Christians are
more and more abounding in love and in good
works, and sinners are confessing the Saviour
almost every week in the year is, we should say,
scarcely ready to have its funeral sermon preach-
ed. I the writer of this note simply wished to
make a point agamst a church that chooses to
foltow what is known as the seH-edification
system, he might tell of what he saw and hieard
in Detroit a few weeks ago.  Dropping in to the
church on Washington Avenue at a regular Lord’s
day meeting he saw a good congregation, heard
a good_sermon, and good congregational singing
aided by an mstrument. On the same day
dropping into the church on Plum Street at a
regular-service, he saw a very small congrega-
tion, heard a very idiffereut. sermon, and listen-
ed to good congregational-singing-aided by an
instrument.  And if he were disposed-to form
an opinion upon-what-he saw and heard on that
occasion, he might publish-to the brotherhood

hold it-up us a conclusive-proof that s,eif-edif}ca-
tion is a failure.  But since he knows how unfair
it would be-to-forni and publish a conclusion
without.knowing all the tazts, Le prefers not to
follow the example of Daniel Sommer. He
possibly formec - his conclusions trom what was
told him by others; if so, be -is ot thereby
¢xcused.  And further, we -shonld be_sorry-to
think that there'is in thie-Plum Street chivrch one
member mean ¢nough, and’ untruthful ensugh to
say such things about the church on Washington
Avenue as Daniel Sommer has written,  Let-the
readers of the  Oclographic. Review be-on their
‘guard and Be slow~to. recetve -ihat ‘Daniet
Sommer has to say conceining brethren and
churches iwho-do. not choose .to follow . him,
Daniet Sommer is evidently determined to make
an  impression—he is succeeding—there -are
several. kinds of impressions—he is making im-
pressions. Ifhe sincerely wishes to further the

time”he takes up his pen, that only truth can
advance the truth.

CHURCH NEWS.

Doncuester.~-Good news comes from Dor-
chester.  Since Bro, W. D. Cawpbell began work
there, -Sept. 1st, quite a number have - been
Baptized. i

Eriv CENTRE~At the regular meeting, in
Hillsburg Lord’s Day evening, Sept. 16, a young
man made the good confession, and was baptized
the following day.

WWAINFLRRT. —The church here was made to rejoice
last Lord’s Day morning at the uneapected rertoration of
Bro. Middleton to the fold. This good Bro. has, for
reasons best hnown to himself, stood aloof from the church
for some time—maintaining; however, a character above
reproach..  Bro. Middleton is a young man of consider-
able talent,  May the Lord bless him and make him use.
ful among the people.

Sept., 1888, I Brown.

I o home this week. My address for some time will
be Wiarton, Ont. 1 will hold some mectings among the
weah churchies if an opportunity presents itself,  H. o

"Toxawanpa.—Some changes have taken place
in the church here fately. In the early part of
the swnmer the members living in North Tona-
wanda withdrew from the church here and
organized one there; shortly afterwards they
engaged Bro. Robbins, of Ilinois, to preach for
them. Though many have considered this
movement to have been somewhat premature,
and therefore unwise, and have been trying to
reunite the churches again, yet we believe they
will succeed in their enterprise, for their pastor
is a worker, and the members, generally, are not
afraid to put.their shoulders to the wheel:  Bro.
‘Talmage (who has been preaching here for nearly
three years, and added very many to the church)
left last week for .New Castle, Pa,, where he
commences work immediately.  Bro. Humphrey
succeeds him, D. S

Sept. 7th, '88.

that the Plum Street church is about.dead, and.

cause of Christ, he should-bear in mind. every-
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