
398 THE Owil.

us front /ribuiti;;ý a spec;-s of flail used by
the old pagan Roians, to separate the
corn froti- the biusks, the î,rocess of separa
tion being called /,ibua1io. But the early
Christian %writers, knuwing full %vell, that
suifering and sorrowv in this life, are div-
inely appointed mecans of gaining an eter-
icy of hiappiness, by sepazratinig in uman
that whicb is trivial and vile fromi the pure
and solid virtues, have given to this wvord
its deeper religious nrieaning. This is but
one example of the niany w~ords upon
wbicb Christianity buas ieft lier imipress,
by elevating, putrifyingý and ennoblin.,
them. Ail are acquainted witb tbe word
/rnan as ineaning a worsbîiîper of false
gods, btît biow few recognize in ats liresent
signification tbe great work of tbe early
Christian churcb Piau nieant nothing
more than a village, the inhiabitants of
wbicb were called pag-aii, but tbese bcing
tbe iast to be visited, by tbe soldieri of
Christ, for *iie îarge towns and cities of the
immense Roman FEmipire were first be-
sieged, were tberefore the last to emibrace
the truc religion. Hence peagani instead
of mieaning vililagers camne to be applied
to ail lielievers in beatbien suiperstit4>ions and
idolatries. fléalhzen 100 lias run a siniilar
course. for the inbab.taîits of tie wild
Germ-an lîeaths, like the Romni pagani,
were deprivcd of thc light of Chiristian
doctrine, tilI lonigaftcr the rest of Germiany
liad been convcrted. Fromn tbe words
explaincd and fromi îiany more of a like
nature, beariîîg Uic indelible stamip of
Cliristianity, Arclibishop Trench draws
two very practical conclusions, namicly :
i st. i'lîlat the Church irst pianted itself in
Uic hauints of iearning aîîd intelligence.
2nd. That it did ilot shun discussion,
feared iiot to ejîcoutîter the wit and wisdonîi
of this world, nor to expose its ciainîs to
the searcliing examination of educaied
mien, but on Uic contrary had uts dlaims
irst rccognized by tleic, and iii tbe great

cities ofitue w~orid made first a conîplete
victory over -ail oj)posi;ig povers.

We said at the outset. following the de-
finition of Dr. jolinson, thal language is
the Il pcdigree of nationis." This we wvill
endeavor to show to bc truc. History
niay be faIse, inspircd by prejudice,
w'ritten iii ignorance or witli carelessness,
but the laiîgutlqe of a people cati ncver
deceive. It is a monumient older than

books, more lasting tlîan nations. IlGenus
dicendi," says Seneca, " inîitatur publicos
miores.' As the disordered mîind and cor-
rupted lieart, are betraycd by speech, in
tlîe case of the individual, 50 aiso nîational
degi'adation is proclaiie-d by its language.
It is a mioral baronîcter, inarking wvîtl pre-
cision the rise and fiall of national life. As
our condition, whether mîoral or niaterial,
changes, as our seats of learninzg whether
public or l)rivate, advance or recede, ail is
necessaail), îortraycd in our ]anguiage.
Circumistances anid îîeeds ýare tlîe ruling
forces of a nation's language. How niany
of the words familiar to us iii thîis age of
ýelegraphs, telel)lones, p)loîiographs and
electricity, wo-uld be totally uniiiteIligi bic
even to tlîe mîont learned mani of a century
aigo, wvere lie to arise froin is grave and
]ive anion« us !But notwitlîstanding the
fact, tbat the language of every nation bas
its owvn orgaîîic: growvth, its owii character-
ýstic ideas and opinions, wvbich have mîore
or less iiiolded its conistitution and mîodes
of religious wvorship, still Prof. Marsli
would have us to believe that tbe bopeiess
depravity of a people mîîust flot be inferred
from the baseness of a tongue they have
inherited, not chosen. This rnay be truc
to'- limiited extent of a language ruithiessiy
forced upon a people, but wbicli by con-
stant emiploymieit lias succeeded in drag-
ging i ts unwilling users to its ow'r icar
level. But it would be folly to excuse the
iiiimorality of a nation on the ground of an
inbcritcd language, eveiî tioughi tlîey liad
not cliosen it. *l'rue it is that bad lan-
g ,uagye ea-sily runs into bad dceds. Con-
verie faiihiiarly aîîd carelessly on any vice,
Iiowever mean and sensual, and your mioral
sense is sure tr) suifer. Vuu lose tic
horror yoit once feit at the lucre thiotugbt
of Eucli a crime, and sbould temiptation
ever assail you to commîit such an act, you
wvill find resistancc dîflicult, if not inipos-
sibie. %Vitli Shakesp~eare me iîîigitsay

1lIw oit the sigit, of ieans n (Io il] <lceds,
niake ili dcdsl d]onc."

ïMany a mian, witliut ever thinking of
the future resuits, lias talked,hiniself into
sensuality, crimîe aîîd ri iî. But settiîîg
aside the language so cbaracteribtic of Uic
decidedly vulgar, and wvbiciî of necessity
leads tliose wiîo eîîîhrace it to mîoral de-
p.ravity, tliee is in society a growi.ng
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