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striking illustration than among the gradu-
ates of these sehools. Columnbkill, in bis
new home amiong the Hebrides, invokes
blessings on the " angels " with whomn it
%vas once his happiness to walk ini Aran
and Coluînbanus, beyonci the Alps, rc-
meinbers withi pride the schiool of Bangor,
the very nane of whiçli inspires hîmii with
poetic rapture.» They ivere exemplary
students in those dayS. "The evening
star gave the signal for retiring and the
n3orning sun for awakening. \\-len, at
the sound of the eariy bell, two or three
thousand of theni poured into the sulent
streets tLnd made thieir %vay toward the
lighted church to join in the service of
matins, mingiing as the), went or returned
the tongues of the Gael, the Cimibri, the
Piet, the Saxon and the Frank, or hiailing
and answvering eachi other in the universal
langnage of the Roman church, the angels
in heaven mnust have loved to contern-
plate the union of 50 mnuch perseverance
with so much piety."

The course in the Irish sehools miakes
a modern student stare and gasp. " The
language of the country and the language
of the Roman Church ; the languages of
Scripture-G reek and ]-Iebrew; the logic
0f Aristotle ; the writings of the Fathers;
the defective Physics of the pe-riod; Mathe-
matics, Music and 1'oetical composition."
The mnost famous of those sclhools %werc at
Armagh, Belfast, Clonard, Wtcx\ford,
Mungset and Mayo, and they wvere at-
tended by an average of four thousand
students each. In these schools the glori-
ous scholastic philosophy hiad its origiri
and recorded its first triuinphs. This is
made clearn by M\-oshicim, the grcat Gemr-
mian hiistorian and chancellor of' the Uni-
versity of Gottingeu, in his .hisi/utiones
fis torioe Ecc/esiastic---described in

Charnber's Encyclopedia as a work of
gireat iearning, fulness and accuracy."

Science owes much also to the Irish Monk
Virgyilius, called "Feargal, the Geometer,"
who rnaintained thc sphericity of the earth
and the existence of antipodes against a
no less personage than St. Boniface, of
Germany. \Tir.gilius wvas accused ofbcrersy;
Romne's answer 'vas to elevate hlmi to the
bishoprie: of Saltzburgh ; Gregory IX. can-

*onized imi. Dicuil and I)ung-al ;vere
known throughout Europe as geographier
and astrononicr respcctively. Their wvork
lias been praised by such conipetent judges
a s Muratori, Latronne and Ale.,ç. Voil

Humnboldt. Mucli praise bas also been
bcsto'vcd on the extant documents relat-
ing to the famious Eastcr and Tonsure
controversies. TI'ese %vere twvo discus-
sions, not on a mnatter of faith or morals.
but of liturgy and discýipline. Differences
arose as to the timie of celcbrating Eamter
and as to the ,ize of the tonsure. Depu-
tics wvere sent to Rýome, "as children to
their miother,"' to learn bier decîsion and it
wvas at once adopted. Neyer before nor
siîice wvas christian Ireland found at vani-
ance Nvith Ronie on any question relating
to religion.

But -,Il this praise of science and its
v'otaries is but honoring the incidentai at
the expense of the essential. Fromi ou-:
standpoint the miost comprehiensive lcarn-
ing joined %vith error is infinitely inferior
to thc possession and love of truth un-
adorned by a single grace of humian
science. " A little philosopliy inciineth
mien's minds to a-thieisi," said thc. sage of
Verulam, " but depth in phîiosophy bring-
eth thei round to religion." Veriiy, then,
the Irish must have drunk deec) of the
Pierian springs, for first aniong nIl Erin's
titles is the " Isle of Saints ;" in thc second
place only is she named, "Land of Sages."
Volumes wvould be required to showv
adequately the marvellous advances
made in the three centuries foilowving the
introduction of Christianity. To naine
the inonasteries for in and womcen that
arose ail over the island, %vould show iowv
weak is our monastic spirit of to-day. In
sonie of these biouses there were as niany
as -,ooo moriks, and sonie of tbe couvents
hield almiost as many wonmcn. The great
patriarchs ivere, for the men, St. Patrick
ai-d St. Columbkill, and for the ;vomen,
St. )3ridget. 0f the monks of St. Columnb-
kili, the Ven. Bede testifies that they spent
their timie bctween manuai labor and the
study and transcribing of the sacred scrip-
turcs, and " neither thoughit of nor loved
anything in this world."

This n'as therefore an age of saints.
Let mie quote fromi a page 'of naines as
given by MNcGee:- Saints Ibar, Beuignus
and Kiernan, of Ossory, in the 5 th cen-
tury; in the 6th. Saints Bendan, Finnan,
Jarlath, Maccartin, Finbar, and a host of
other"s ,ini the 7th, the ag--e Of a-Postles, St.
Gall, apostie of Switzerland ;St. Colui-
ban us, apostle of Burgundy and Loni-
hardy; St. Killian, apostie of Franconia ;
St. tColuinibkiill apostlç~ of tllç l'icts ; St.


